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February 24, 2005
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:
Enclosed for the council’s review and approval is the Omnibus Ordinance for the first quarter of 2005.  The ordinance includes a net appropriation in the Current Expense (CX) Fund of $409,284 all of which is funded by new revenue or fund balance.  Also included are net supplemental disappropriations of ($2,584,516) to various Non-CX funds for corrections to the adopted 2005 budget.
This transmittal also includes a motion to approve the Executive’s plan for funding services to citizens who require assistance from the implementation of the Critical Areas Ordinance and proposed ordinance 2004-0512 for current use taxation legislation.

Current Expense Fund Highlights

The highlights of the proposals impacting the current expense (CX) fund are:

Sheriff
The King County Sheriff’s Office was awarded a federal grant from the United States Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs to fund DNA analysis, equipment, and testing.  The expenditures are fully revenue backed by the federal grant funds. 

In 2004, the King County Human Resources Division reclassified about twelve administrative specialist II positions to records specialist’s positions.  They moved from a range 37 to range 40, effective November 1, 2004. 

The City of Sammamish requested adding a dedicated sergeant effective January 1, 2005.  The request was too late to be included in the 2005 Budget process and must be added as a supplemental item.  This is fully revenue backed by the City of Sammamish. 

Cable Communications
One time revenue from the Comcast agreement of $20,000 is designated to build a radio system within the cable system for the Vashon Island community.  Supplemental appropriation was provided to INET operations in the 4th quarter of 2004.  This adjustment provides Cable Communications with the appropriation to fund the work from the current expense fund which received the revenue.
District Court

This item will add funding and authority for ten TLT clerk positions and two TLT project/ program manager I positions from April 1, 2005 through December 31, 2005, as well as the use of temporary agency help for three months in 2005.  This staff is being used to assist with the transition from paper files to e-files in District Court. 

Fund Transfers 

A transfer from the current expense fund to pay for health and environment investigator IV positions that were included in the 2005 adopted budget had not yet been funded.  Also included is a transfer to the Community Services Division to fund the King County Jobs Initiative which was moved to this fund from Business Operations and Economic Development. 
Physical Environment Fund Transfers 
A $125,000 increase in the CX fund transfer to DDES for Critical Areas Ordinance outreach is included to pay the fully loaded costs of two FTEs.  Funding provided in the adopted budget did not include adequate allowance for overhead charges. 
Capital Fund Transfers
The start of the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office occupancy on 4th floor in the King County Courthouse was delayed by one month, causing the Office to remain in the Bank of America Tower Building one additional month past the expiration of their lease.  This $42,966 request provides funding for the additional month of lease cost incurred as result of the delay.

The Prosecutor, the Public Defender and District Court are in agreement to consolidate the state criminal case hearings into three locations throughout the county including Seattle Courthouse, Redmond, and the south end targeting the Regional Justice Center.  The expectation is for improved prosecutorial and defense services at earlier points in the proceedings and better processing of county criminal caseload.  The $136,265 supplemental request supports the required tenant improvements at the Redmond District Court to accommodate the consolidation.

For Records and Elections, the $25,000 supplemental request is the CX portion of a larger $70,000 expenditure in support of the analysis and evaluation for a unified and single location of the elections facility.  The funding will provide specifically for the due diligence work to locate and evaluate alternative sites and for necessary special studies such as parking alternatives.
Office of Public Defender

The one-time amount of $394,244 is to provide transitional funding for the public defense agencies that have been impacted by cuts in caseload, reduction in complex litigation, and a sudden change in the Seattle Municipal Court contract.  The defender agencies are willing to change their business practices to align with a new OPD model but need time to make adjustments.  DCHS will commit to studying the ongoing level of non-legal funding within the public defense system and will use those results to supersede this one-time commitment with a basis for ongoing funding in 2006 and beyond.
Non-CX Fund Highlights

Community and Human Services

This is a $10,476 supplemental request that provides appropriation authority for additional costs associated with the transfer of the King County Jobs Initiative program in 2005.  These costs include, but are not limited to, long-term leases, printing and telcom services, and furniture for new staff.
MHCADS/Alcoholism and Substance Abuse

The ($70,049) disappropriation is a result of a city of Seattle revenue reduction. This request removes unnecessary budget authority for Emergency Services Patrol programming associated with the city of Seattle contribution.  The $1,287,113 request provides supplemental appropriation authority for state biennium funding that was not fully expended in 2004.  The state funding relates to a biennial contract which will be expended by June 2005, the end of the current state biennium.

Public Health

The King County Council added a health and environment investigator IV position to the 2005 Adopted Budget, but CX funding was not included.  This item adds CX funding for the position. 

Youth Employment
The disappropriation of ($6,047) removes unnecessary budget authority associated with the transfer of office space to the Community Services Division for King County Jobs Initiative program staff.

 
Department of Executive Services Equipment Replacement

DES Equipment Replacement correction of $462,600 to the 2005 Adopted Budget will establish appropriation for the DES Equipment Replacement plan in an internal service fund, in alignment with the fund creation ordinance which established the fund.  A corresponding reduction to CIP fund 3761-01 is included in the capital omnibus ordinance. 

Flex Benefit Savings for Various Appropriation Units
Disappropriate flex benefit savings from various county agencies that were identified in the 2005 Adoped Budget.  Included in this ordinance are adjustments to all operating appropriations units with flexible benefits charges, reflecting the implementation of the reduction of the flex benefits rate from $980 to $935 per employee per month. The total current expense fund savings amounts to $1.89 million dollars which was offset against the Internal Support budget in the 2005 budget.  This amount is restored in this supplemental ordinance and the related agencies budgets cumulatively are reduced by this amount.  The non current expense fund savings are also being disappropriated.  These adjustments implement council intent as expressed in Ordinance 15083, Section 103, Proviso P2. 
If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget, at (206) 296-3434.  

I certify that funds are available.

Sincerely, 
Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:
 Scott White, Chief of Staff




 Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




 Rebecha Cusack, Lead Staff, BFM Committee




 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget

Debora Gay, Deputy Director, Office of Management and Budget
