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Service Area
The City of Auburn (City) is located in the south-central King County. Its sanitary sewer system serves the majority of the City, small "islands" of unincorporated urban King County, an area of unincorporated King County west of the City, and a small area of the City of Pacific north of the White River.
The sewer service area includes a variety of land uses including, single detached and multiunit residential, commercial, industrial, civic, and open space and parks. Most of the existing development is connected to the City's sewer system, with development in the northern portion of the Lea Hill, western portion of West Hill, and eastern portion of South Hill sewer basin areas currently being served by on-site septic systems.
Sewer System
The City's infrastructure includes:
•	210 miles of miles of sewer lines;
•	17 pump stations, and
•	5,500 manholes.
The City does not maintain wastewater treatment or disposal facilities. Wastewater from the City's connection system is conveyed to the King County Regional Wastewater System for treatment and disposal through the King County South Treatment Plant located in the City of Renton
The Plan identifies an annual project cost for 13 projects for the six-year and 20-year capital improvement plan.  The cost for all the projects within the six-year period total $22,975,000.  The cost of all the projects within the 20-year period totals $59,410,000. Cash resources are anticipated to fund 100 percent of the 10-year and 20-year CIP projects.
Reclaimed Water
The Plan acknowledges the value of a reclaimed water program. While the Plan does not identify specific types of businesses or activity that could be users, it does note irrigation would be a potential use. The Plan indicates that the City will continue to monitor opportunities to obtain reclaimed water, however, it is not likely the City will have the ability to acquire a reclaimed water source for use within its service area. As noted in the Plan, the City has an adequate water supply for future water demand, and the costs to bringing water from a reclaimed water production facility to the City is large relative to its benefit.
SEPA
The City completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan, and, as lead agency under SEPA, issued a determination of non-significance for the approval of the Plan on August 8, 2024. There were no appeals.








	A review of the specific statutes, rules, codes, and policies to the water system plan is as follows:

	


	A. General and sewer plan-specific requirements of King County Code (KCC) 13.24.010
	Comments/findings

	(1)
	Review and approval by the King County Council is applicable to public or private 
entities that provide sewer collection or treatment in unincorporated areas of King County as required by KCC 13.24
	· The City's sewer service area extends into unincorporated King County.
· The City's wastewater is conveyed a to King County treatment facility.

	(2)
	The Plan shall be consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and development regulations and policies.
	· Land use data is derived from the jurisdictions that the City serves. 
· The Plan references the use of 2021 PSRC TAZ data for populations, housing, and employment projections.

	(3)
	The Plan shall be adopted by that entity and approved by the King County Council as a prerequisite for the following:
· Operating in unincorporated King County;
· Approval of annexation proposals;
· Granting of new right-of-way franchises and right-of-way franchise renewals, and
· Approval of right-of-way construction permits, except for emergency permits issued under KCC 14.44.055.
	· The Plan was approved as an element of the City of Auburn's Comprehensive Plan by the City Council on December 16, 2024 through Ordinance 6960.
· The City's service area does extend into unincorporated King County and conveys waste to a King County treatment plant.

	(4)
	Plans should be submitted every six years or sooner if required by the Washington State Department of Ecology (DOE), or whenever sewer conditions have changed significantly within sewer service area.
	· The City's last wastewater plan is dated 2016 and was approved in 2016 by King County Ordinance 18304.

	(5)
	Infrastructure for existing and future service areas based on adopted land use map.
	· The Plan references the use of 2021 PSRC TAZ data for populations, housing, and employment projections in its sewer system modeling.

	(6)
	Sufficient information to demonstrate the ability to provide service consistent with the requirements of all applicable statutes, codes, rules, and regulations.
	· The major trunk lines and all gravity sewer lines serving the hospital, City Hall, City maintenance facility, Justice Center, and fire stations were modeled.
· The output from the modeling was used to evaluate the capacity of critical sewers and identify improvements that will be required to handle wastewater flows.

	(7)
	Consistent with Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 173-240-050.
	· The Washington State Department of Ecology approved the Plan on January 16, 2025.

	(8)
	Discuss the following:
· Existing and planned flows, average and peak;
· Existing and planned flows for any basin discharging into the County system;
· Amounts of inflow and infiltration (I/I), in comparison with County standard of 1,100 gallons per-acre-per-day (gpad) and steps being taken to reduce;
· Areas of concern regarding corrosion and odor control, and steps being taken, and
· Opportunities for reclaimed water.
	· All of the City's wastewater is conveyed to the King County South treatment facility.
· The Plan does include a discussion of the existing and planned flows, average and peak. A table is provided that summarizes the information per flow monitoring basin.
· The Plan does include a table that provides the amounts of inflow and infiltration (I/I) per flow monitoring basin. Six of the 22 basins have a I/I less than 1,100 gpad, and 9 of the 22 basins have a I/I rate of greater than 1,500 gpad.
· The Plan does include a discussion on recommended strategies for monitoring and investigation on basins with high I/I. The text notes that it is difficult and costly to identify specific sources; it is a balancing act with the monitoring/investigation costs with cost of capacity projects. The Plan further describes common techniques to reduce I/I.
· The Plan addresses areas of concern regarding corrosion and odor control and steps being taken.
· The Plan identifies irrigation as a primary use of reclaimed water if it was available within its service area.

	
	B. Public Sewer Service: KCC 13.24.035
	

	(9)
	All developments within UGA served by sewer unless on-site systems are temporarily allowed per KCC 13.24.136 and 13.08.070.
	· A service policy does acknowledge on-site septic systems may only be allowed if it meets the requirements of the County's development code and is approved by King County.

	(10)
	Required elements of a sewerage general plan, as called for in RCW 36.94.010(3), are included in King County Comprehensive Plan and Technical Appendix.
	· The Plan has the general location and description of treatment and disposal facilities, trunk and interceptor sewers, pumping stations, monitoring and control facilities, monitoring basins, and a general description of the collection system to serve the service area.

	
	C. Consistency requirements: KCC 13.24.060
	

	(11)
	State and local health requirements.
	· The Washington State Department of Ecology approved the Plan on January 16, 2025.
· The Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) review process included a representative of Public Health – Seattle & King County.

	(12)
	Elimination or prevention of duplicate facilities and a reduction of number of entities providing sewer service in King County.
	· The City of Auburn has coordinated with neighboring jurisdictions and sewer providers through interlocal agreements. The interlocal agreements establish service areas and identifies where the respective purveyor may provide service. This includes individual agreements with the cities of Pacific, and Algona, Lakehaven Water and Sewer District, and the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe.

	(13)
	Promotion of most healthful and reliable services to the public.
	· The Plan's Operational policies and Capital Improvement Plan promotes healthful and reliable services to the utility's customers.

	(14)
	Provision of service at a reasonable cost, and maximization of use of public facilities.
	· The City's existing and proposed rate increases remain to be below 2.5 percent of the City's median household income. This is a common metric for affordability used by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

	(15)
	Basin wide or multibasin water plans, sewerage plans, or both when approved by DOE or Washington State Department of Health. 
	· The Plan does refer to and describe the efforts associated with the King County Regional Wastewater Services Plan Update.

	
(16)
	Applicable state water quality, water conservation (e.g., RCW 90.48.495), and waste management standards.
	· Not applicable as the City conveys all its wastewater to the King County South Treatment Facility.

	(17)
	Growth Management Act (GMA), chapter 36.70A RCW.
	· The Plan conforms to the GMA.  Please refer to policy consistency below.

	(18)
	Groundwater Management Plans.
	· The Plan makes no reference to Groundwater Management Plans.

	(19)
	Federally-approved habitat conservation plans and recovery plans under Endangered Species Act.
	· The Plan makes no reference to habitat conservation plans and recovery plans.

	(20)
	Requirements for salmon recovery under RCW 77.85, and other plans, including regional water supply or water resource management plans.
	· The Plan makes no reference to the salmon recovery efforts within the watershed.

	(21)
	Applicable requirements to evaluate opportunities for the use of reclaimed water under chapter 90.46 RCW.
	· The Plan indicates that irrigation would be a likely use of reclaimed if available within the City's service area.
· The Plan references the City's Water System Plan.

	(22)
	State Environmental Policy Act documentation.
	· Determination of Nonsignificance issued by the City on August 8, 2024, with no appeals.

	
	COUNTYWIDE PLANNING POLICIES
	

	(23)
	FW-4: Support fiscal sustainability for infrastructure and services that serve rural areas.
	· The Plan does cite a City service policy that states the utility does not intend and will not plan to extend sanitary sewer service to or through rural zoned properties. The service policy does reference when exceptions may be considered and approval by King County is required.

	(24)
	PF-11: Require water reuse and reclamation where feasible.
	· See #8 above.

	(25)
	DP-3 and PF-3: Coordination of capital facilities and service plans to promote efficient land use and reliable and cost-effective services.
	· The review by the UTRC and approval by the County Council promotes coordination of capital facilities and service plans.

	(26)
	DP- 14: adopted infrastructure plans are consistent with adopted growth targets.

	· The growth projections are consistent with the adopted targets.


	(27)
	DP-49, PF-1 and PF-13: Limit the extension of urban infrastructure improvements through the Rural Area.
	· See #23 above.

	(28)
	PF-12: With few exceptions, require development with the UGA to be served by public sewer.
	· See #9 above.

	
	KING COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN POLICIES
	

	(29)
	F-402: In the Rural and Natural Resource Lands, services provided by agencies shall support rural level of development and support service that meets the needs of the community and not facilitate urbanization.
	· The sewer service area does not expand into the designated rural area.
· The Plan does cite a City service policy that states the utility does not intend and will not plan to extend sanitary sewer service to or through rural zoned properties. The service policy does reference when exceptions may be considered and approval by King County is required.

	(30)
	F-406: The capital facility plans and capital improvement programs prepared by all other agencies that provide service to unincorporated areas should be consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan.
	· The Plan is consistent with the GMA and King County Comprehensive Plan as it limits service to within the designated urban area and incorporates future growth projections as reflected in the Puget Sound Regional Council's TAZ forecasts.

	(31)
	F-444: All development within UGA to be served by public sewers, with some exceptions.
	· See #9. Above.

	(32)
	F-445: King County and sewer utilities should jointly plan for phasing out of on-site systems within UGA.
	· The City requires a homeowner to connect to the wastewater system if their on-site septic system fails and the parcel is within 150 feet of the collection system.

	(33)
	F-447:  The existing public sewer system in the Rural Towns of Vashon and Snoqualmie Pass shall not be expanded to serve land beyond the boundaries of the town, except as provided in Policy F-453 and as consistent with Title 57 RCW.
	· Not Applicable

	(34)
	F-448:  Sewer facilities such as pump stations, force mains, and trunk lines that do not provide connections to the Rural Area may be located in the Rural Area only when they are identified in a King County-approved comprehensive sewerage system plan an upon a finding by King County that it is technically necessary to provide service to the Urban Growth Area.
	· Not Applicable

	(35)
	F-453- Public sewer service shall be prohibited in the Rural Area or on Natural Resource Lands except where needed to address specific health and safety problems threating the use of existing structures, and the use of septic or other on-site wastewater systems has been determined by King County to be not feasible or to serve a new school authorized to be located in the Rural Area.  An extension may only be approved if: a.  it is tightlined, b. a finding by King County determining that no reasonable alternative technologies are feasible, and c. it does not add pressure to convert Rural land or Natural Resource Lands to urban area and densities or to expand nonresidential uses.
	· Not Applicable





