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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM: 6
       DATE: February 6, 2003

BRIEFING: 2003-B0017
       PREPARED BY: Doug Stevenson
SUBJECT:  Communities Count 2002 – A biennial report on the strength of King County’s Communities
SUMMARY:  The second biennial report tracking changes in 38 indicators of individual, family and community health was recently completed and released.  The intent of tracking these indicators in to provide information that will help communities identify and maintain their strengths as well as identify and address those issues that need more attention.  

Representatives from Public Health and the King County Children and Family Commission are here today to present a summary of what the report shows.  Two years ago the first Communities County Report provided baseline information about the health of people and communities in King County.  The second biennial report updates these people and community indicators, showing a mix of positive and negative trends.  
Communities Count is a public/private partnership involving King County, the Cities of Bellevue and Seattle and United Way.   The King County Children and Family Commission initiated the Communities Count process and continues to provide financial support with additional help from Bellevue, Seattle, United Way, the Annie E. Casey Foundation and the King County Department of Community and Human Services.  Public Health provides the staff expertise and prepares the reports.  The partners intend to continue this effort with updated reports every two years.  
The presenters will provide some background about the indicators and collection of data,  highlight areas of strength and weakness as shown by the indicators and discuss current and potential use of this information.  

PRESENTING:
Sandra Ciske, Manager/Program Analyst, Public Health – Seattle & King County
Kathryn Horsley, Senior Planner, Public Health – Seattle & King County

Jeanne Carlson, Member, King County Children & Family Commission

ATTACHMENTS:

Executive Summary of Communities Count 2002
