King County Board of Health

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING

Regulations on Pet-Related Businesses 
Pursuant to its authority under RCW 70.05.060, the King County Board of Health hereby gives notice of proposed rulemaking to amend certain Board of Health Code provisions for specific categories of pet-related businesses for Fiscal Years 2010 and beyond.  
The purpose of the proposed amendments is to remove poultry from being classified as pets, establish a new category “poultry retail business”, and provide regulatory exemptions for certain animal business operations.
The proposed amendments: define “poultry retail business” and establish sanitation, facility, disease-prevention standards and fees for this animal business category; exempt from the pet shop permit requirement businesses that hold animals for not more than twenty-four hours before sale and removal, i.e. livestock auctions; exempt from plan review aquariums and businesses selling only poultry; and clarify the permit categories for pet shops.
A public hearing on the proposed rule at which the public may state their views orally or in writing will be held during the regular meeting of the King County Board of Health, March 18, 2010 at 1:30 p.m. in the Metropolitan King County Council Chambers, 10th floor, Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue, Seattle, WA.  Written comments can also be submitted to: King County Board of Health, ATTN: Maria Wood, Public Health – Seattle & King County, 401 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1300, Seattle, WA 98104; maria.wood@kingcounty.gov. Written comments mailed or delivered to this address must be received by 5 p.m. on the day preceding the Board of Health meeting.  Written comments may also be submitted at the Board of Health meeting.

Copies of the proposed rules are available from the same address, by calling 206-263-8791 or on-line at: http://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/ehs/petregs.aspx
Dated at Seattle, Washington this 3rd day of March, 2010.
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