


Metropolitan King County Council
LABOR, OPERATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

Staff Report
	Agenda Item:
	3

	
	Date:
	February 10, 2004


	Proposed No.:
	2004-0021

	
	Prepared By:
	Mike Alvine


Subject:  A MOTION confirming the executive’s appointment of Bill Huennekens as Superintendent of Elections in the Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division of the King County Department of Executive Services.
Background:
The Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division resides within the Department of Executive Services.  The core services of the Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division include Archives and Records Management, Animal Services, Elections, Marriage Licensing, Recorder's Office, Taxicab Licensing and Vehicle/Vessel Licensing.  The 2004 budget for the elections section is $10,965,060 supporting 35.98 FTEs.

The elections section of the Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division is responsible for all aspects of managing and operating the elections process.  The elections section is responsible for registering voters, issuing ballots and counting ballots—both for voters who will cast their ballot at their local polling place and for the entire mail ballot operations (i.e. absentee, permanent absentee or vote by mail).  

The proper administration of elections is an essential function of King County government and public confidence in the prompt and accurate counting of ballots is part of the foundation to a democratic government.  As the legislative body empowered with oversight of county management and operations, the Council has taken several steps necessary to ensure the fairness, openness, accountability and accuracy of King County elections and to restore public confidence in elections.  In February 2003, the Council required council confirmation of the director of the Records, Elections and Licensing Division and the superintendent of elections (Ordinance 14570).

Summary: 

Proposed Motion 2004-0021 would confirm the appointment of Mr. Huennekens as Superintendent of Elections.  Mr. Huennekens comes to King County from the Office of the Secretary of State, where he was the Policy Analyst for the State Elections Division.  In that position Mr. Huennekens coordinated the development of the state plan for implementing the federal Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  He also assisted counties to implement the alternative language requirements of the Voting Rights Act.  Mr. Huennekens’ assistance was very helpful to King County in setting up procedures to provide voting materials to Chinese-American voters with limited English proficiency.
Prior to joining the State, Mr. Huennekens served as the superintendent of elections in Mason County where he mastered the nuts and bolts of elections.  This is very important because it is these subject matter skills that he will be using here at King County.  Mr. Huennekens will oversee the programming of elections equipment, supervision of staff, recruiting of poll workers, overseeing district boundaries and responding to inquiries from voters and candidates.
Mr. Huennekens also oversaw the successful transition of Mason County’s voter registration system from a mainframe to a modern PC-based system.  This is the process King County is attempting to undertake right now.  His expertise should prove helpful.

Invited:

1. William Huennekens, Superintendent of Elections Designee
2. Dean Logan, Director of the Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division
3. Paul Tanaka, County Administrative Officer
Attachments: 
1. Transmittal letter, dated January 5, 2004
2. Proposed Motion 2004-0021
3. Confirmation Packet for William Huennekens
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