KING COUNTY

CONSERVATION FUTURES CITIZENS COMMITTEE

ANNUAL PROJECT PROGRESS REPORT

For The Year Ending January 31, 2008

Brief background on Conservation Futures and this progress report

King County Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) levy funds are a dedicated portion of property taxes levied annually throughout King County that are dedicated to the acquisition of open space in cities and rural areas. Ordinance 14714 directs the Conservation Futures Citizens Committee to conduct an annual project progress assessment and report to the Council by April 1 of each year. CFT projects that are uncompleted and are two or more years old are reviewed in this report and recommendations are provided for their extension, abandonment, or changes in project scope.  

Summary of overall progress and recommendation 

This has as its focus recommendations for the extension or abandonment of projects that have not completed or placed under contract of sale, within a two year period. Historically, most CFT projects have eventually been completed with the benefit of extensions, and relatively few have had to be abandoned over the years. This annual review has helped to move projects along towards completion, which will benefit our region in the years and generation to come.  

Funding reallocation criteria

The Conservation Futures Citizens Committee has followed the criteria below in its recommendations for reallocating funds from uncompleted projects:  

· no purchase and sale agreement has been obtained by a jurisdiction; 

· no current negotiations; no matching funds obtained or likely to be obtained; 

· other project partners have pulled out; 

· applicant requests abandonment or reallocation; 

· the project has changed and no longer meets CFT requirements;
· no extenuating circumstances like ongoing legal process.

Priorities for projects where the Committee recommends reallocation of funds, in order of importance:

1) to complete approved projects with a real deal and funding shortfalls

2) approved projects showing progress with funding shortfall

3) preference for projects in the same geographic area or jurisdiction

Projects recommended for an extension are those that the Committee feels have a reasonable likelihood of success are listed on the next page.  Two of these are recommended for a scope change, and four others are recommended for abandonment and reallocation to existing projects with current funding shortfalls. 

The Conservation Futures projects discussed in detail in the remainder of this report include a brief description of the project, a summary of the status of the work done on the project to date, and then the Committee's recommendation to either continue, modify or abandon the project.  A one page table summarizing the Committee's recommendations is found on the following page.
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        Funding    Remaining            Summary of

Jurisdiction   
Project Name                    
   Date       
   Funds      
Recommendation                        


Suburban Cities 

Auburn
 Auburn Environmental Park   
11/2004   
$   69,503 
Abandonment requested             

Des Moines 
 Zenith Park/Massey Creek
11/2005
$ 575,000
Abandonment requested
Enumclaw
 Newaukum Creek 
11/2004    
$   43,202
Scope change/extension requested

Federal Way 
 Hylebos Creek 
11/2004   
$   93,000
Partial completion/extension requested

Issaquah 
 Precipice trail Corridor
11/2003/5
$ 375,000
Extension requested

Kent 
 Clark Lake
11/2003    
$ 217,809
Partial completion /extension & scope 


11/2004   
$ 150,000 
   change requested



11/2005     $ 885,000 
  "

Pacific/Algona
Wetlands Passive Nature Park
1/2005
$ 150,000
Extension requested and reallocation requested from the completed "Trail Hub and Spokes" CFT project. 
Renton 
Craig Property
11/12005
$ 170,000
Extension requested

Tukwila
Duwamish Gardens 
11/2006/7
$ 700,000
Scope change requested

Seattle
Burke Gilman Tr. Ballard link
11/2005
$ 125,000
Extension requested

Denny Triangle/U. District
11/2003   $1,900,000
Extension requested




   Urban Center Parks (UCP)





Duwamish/Georgetown
11/2002   
$   65,000
Extension requested


12th Ave. Urban Center Park  
11/2005
$ 500,000
Extension requested


Sylvan Way Open Space
11/2003     $ 195,000 
Partially completed 
King County  
Boise Creek Dairy Farm
11/2004     $ 150,000
Extension requested

Carnation Farmland
11/2003    
$ 200,000  
Extension requested

Issaquah/Carey/Holder &
11/2003    
$ 300,000
Extension requested


  Middle Issaquah Creek Project 
11/2005    
$ 350,000
Extension requested


Kanaskat/Green River 
11/2005     $ 153,388
Extension requested


Maury Island Nearshore  
11/2002     $ 246,000
Extension requested 

Middle Fork Snoqualmie
11/2002     $ 150,000
Scope change & extension requested 



11/2004     $ 200,000
Extension requested 

Raging River 
11/2004 
  $ 400,000
Extension requested

Raging River Camp Terry
11/2005     $ 289,754 
Abandonment / reallocation to Raging River/Upper Preston Reach project requested

Stoessel Creek
11/2003     $ 250,000
Extension requested


Taylor Creek Restoration
11/2006/7
$ 912,881     
Abandonment / reallocation to Rainbow Bend project requested


Taylor Mountain Inholdings
11/2005     $ 300,000
Extension requested


Tolt River Natural Area  
11/2004
$   33,700 
Extension requested

Urban TDR Program 
11/2005   $1,000,000
Extension requested


Willows Crossing  
11/2002     $ 250,000
Extension requested

Individual Project Discussions:  Introduction 

The following individual project discussions include brief project descriptions, summaries of the current status of the projects, and the Committee's recommendations for extending, changing the project scope, or abandoning the projects. Suburban city projects are discussed first, in alphabetical order by city, then City of Seattle projects, and lastly, unincorporated King County projects. 

SUBURBAN CITES PROJECTS

Auburn     Auburn Environmental Park (11/2004)   
$    70,000 
$69,503                     

Brief Description:  The original project proposal consisted of the acquisition of a 28.9-acre parcel of property adjacent to State Route 167, at 15th Street Southwest. The Auburn Environmental Park contains important songbird and waterfowl habitat and it provides visual relief along State Route 167, and it also is directly accessible to and buffers the Interurban Regional Trail, which is adjacent to the eastern portion of property.   
Status:   The initial property owner could not agree on a price with Auburn, so the city condemned the property with other funds given its importance to the overall park. Thus, the originally-identified 28.9-acre property was purchased. In recognition of this, last year the Committee recommended expanding the project scope to include property adjacent to the park east of Western Avenue, to allow for improved access to the park from the Interurban Trail. That owner has sold the property to another purchaser. Auburn also pursued a third site adjacent to the trail and park, adjacent to the property added to the scope last year, along Clay Avenue. This property would provide the needed access, but Auburn is unable to secure it. Auburn therefore requests that the project be abandoned.
Committee Recommendation:    The Committee concurs with Auburn's request to abandon the project, and notes that the city did acquire its originally-identified property with other funds, and it made good efforts in its pursuit of the alternative properties.  The Committee recommends that the remaining funds from the project be included in the annual funding round that will begin in April 2008.   
Des Moines 
 Zenith Park/Massey Creek (11/2005) 
$ 575,000
$ 575,000

Brief Description:  This is an approximately 11-acre site with wooded uplands and riparian habitat along Massey Creek at 16th Avenue South in Des Moines.  6 acres of ball fields are also located on the site, but these would not be acquired with CFT funds.  The property is owned by the Highline School District and it has been leased by Des Moines for many years.  

Status:  The Highline School District Board of Directors took the Zenith Park site off the market due to the possible need for a future school site in that area, so it has essentially become unavailable.  In 2007, the Des Moines City Council removed the project from its Capital Improvement Program. Des Moines feels that the relatively low threat of development for the property makes it a low priority for committing scarce matching funds, which the city feels would be better expended on higher priority site or sites that would connect a trail near SeaTac airport. The City does not have an active proposal for such a trail at present and does not anticipate applying for CFT funds this year. Des Moines therefore requests that the project be abandoned.     

Committee Recommendation:  The Committee concurs with Des Moines request for abandonment of the project, noting that the habitat along Massey Creek will not be threatened with alteration in the foreseeable future. The Committee encourages Des Moines to apply for CFT funds for other similar habitat projects as it is able to in the future.  The Committee recommends that the remaining funds from the project be included in the annual funding round that will begin in April 2008.    
Enumclaw
Newaukum Creek Conservation (11/2004)  $ 50,000
$ 43,202
Brief Description:  This project would provide protection and restoration of high quality salmonid and riparian habitat on Newaukum Creek north of Enumclaw. It is a multi-year, multi-parcel project consisting of the acquisition of conservation easements on up to three parcels totaling 8 acres on Newaukum Creek, between State Route 169 and 236th Avenue Southeast. The project area contributes to an urban/rural separator on the northern border of Enumclaw, separating the city from rural farmland. 

Status:  Enumclaw has not made significant progress in negotiations on this project, although it did obtain a $50,000 grant from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF). Enumclaw has requested that King County assume the lead on this project and the city has gained approval from NFWF for King County to receive and expend the $50,000 NFWF grant. Enumclaw requests that King County also assume the $50,000 CFT grant, and King County is willing to assume the project lead, with a slightly expanded geographic project scope, as it has the required match from NFWF and also has willing sellers in the Big Spring Creek/ Newaukum confluence CFT project area that was funded in the 2008 annual budget. 

Committee Recommendation:  Salmonid habitat protection and restoration on Newuakum Creek continues to be an important goal and it is appropriate for King County to pursue this work given Enumclaw's difficulty in completing it.  The Committee feels that the project should be extended to take advantage of existing state matching funds and the project scope should changed to include properties on Newaukum Creek and Big Spring Creek that are also approved for purchase by King County with CFT funds in its "Middle Newaukum Creek Phase 3 " CFT project.    
Federal Way
   Hylebos Creek (11/2004)  


$ 400,000
$ 93,000

Brief Description:  
This project originally targeted a 27 acre parcel on Hylebos Creek called the Spring Valley Ranch, which contained about a third of a mile of Hylebos Creek. The State of Washington Department of Transportation purchased the property to serve as mitigation for road construction projects in the area.  Federal Way requested and in September 2005 King County approved an expansion of the project scope to include several additional properties with high quality riparian habitat, totaling approximately 62 acres, upstream from Spring Valley Ranch.   
Status:  Under the re-scoped project, Federal Way has successfully acquired 33 acres of prime stream and wetland property along SR 99 and is pursuing two other properties totaling about ten acres. The city expects that it will acquire one more property with the remaining funds and requests that the project be extended and expects that it can complete the project in 2008. 
Committee Recommendation:  Federal Way has done a commendable job in securing salmonid habitat on Hylebos Creek and has demonstrated that it can successfully follow through on its acquisition targets.  The project should be extended this year so that it can be completed.   
Issaquah 
Precipice trail Corridor (11/2003/5)    
$ 375,000
$ 375,000
Brief Description:  This is a multiple-parcel project of approximately 175 acres, on northeast Cougar Mountain, south of Newport Way, adjacent to the Foothills at Issaquah development. The project area provides direct trail access to Cougar Mountain from Issaquah city center and helps make the Issaquah Alps accessible for regional mass transit users. It is also a scenic resource that is highly visible from the Interstate 90 and is a habitat buffer for Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park.  
Status:  The City has been focused on the recently completed Issaquah Creek CF projects and has not made significant progress on this project. Factors include the timing of zoning changes and landowners have not been overly motivated to sell. There are several properties involved in the project which will likely take several years to complete. The City, County and the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust (MTSGT) will contact property owners and order appraisals in 2008 and the city is applying for matching funds. Issaquah is now working with the Greenway Trust, which is giving the project a higher degree of focus. 
Committee Recommendation:  This is an important project because of it high visibility from Interstate 90 and the importance of providing quality trail access to Cougar Mountain from Issaquah's city center.  The Committee notes that Issaquah has been busy completing other important salmonid habitat work on Issaquah Creek, however, it feels that the city now needs to focus its efforts on securing matching funds and conducting landowner negotiations for this project.  The Committee recommends extending the project with the condition that Issaquah report back in December 2008 on its progress and accomplishments this year.       
Kent 
 Clark Lake 
(11/2003)    



$ 300,000 
$ 124,809


(11/2004)    



$ 150,000 
$ 150,000


(11/2005)



$ 785,000
$ 785,000


(11/2006)



$ 150,000
$ 150,000


Brief Description:  

· 2003 Clark Lake CFT:   7.75 acres (two parcels) on SE 240th Street.  
· 2004 Clark Lake CFT:   3.14 acre acquisition of 2 parcels of land on the eastern side of the park.  
· 2005 Clark Lake CFT: 15.00 acre property on the south side of the Lake. 
· 2006 Clark Lake CFT:   0.91 acre property on the southern portion of the area. 

Clark Lake is a multiple-parcel open space initiated by King County in the 1989 Open Space Bond program. King County and Kent have acquired 12 parcels that constitute the existing park. Some inholding properties totaling about 25 acres remain to be purchased. Last year, Kent was unable to reach agreement on the "2005" Clark Lake 15-acre property that is a key inholding, but there are significant funding shortfalls on the other properties where the funds can be used. The CFT Citizens Committee recommended and King County approved a project scope change that allows available Clark Lake funds to be expended on any of the previously approved properties with a funding shortfall. 
Status:  

Matching funds: Kent has received two grants totaling $740,000, and it has committed city funds for any needed shortfalls. 

· 2003 Clark Lake CFT:  Three acres have been purchased from the first property owner (Lake) and the city is still in negotiations to purchase the remaining portion of their property, which it anticipates completing this spring. Kent continues to negotiate with the second owner, but was not successful last year as it had hoped.  Kent is still optimistic that an agreement can be reached. In total, Kent has expended $175,191 of the "2003" CFT funds and has $124,809 of those funds remaining. Kent expended $425,000 in matching funds and has $375,000 in CFT match credit remaining, enough to match the remaining "2003" Clarke Lake CFT funds and also as credit towards $150,000 of the unexpended "2004" Clark Lake CFT funds.

· 2004 Clark Lake CFT: Kent has not expended any of these CFT funds. Kent has completed the title and appraisal work and has entered into negotiations. Kent hoped to complete the purchase in 2007, but expects to complete it in 2008.   

· 2005 Clark Lake CFT:  $885,000 was allocated towards the purchase of a 15.5-acre property on the southern shore of Clark Lake, but Kent is unable to reach an agreement with the owner.  Kent would use these funds on other Clark Lake properties with funding shortfalls. 
· 2006 Clark Lake CFT:  $150,000 was allocated to purchase property on SE 248th Street, which Kent continues to pursue.  
· Kent requests extending the project and adding one property to the project scope (Lanoye), as the owners have expressed interest. Kent feels that they can successfully acquire some or all of the target properties this year. 
Committee Recommendation:  The Committee shares Kent's long-term vision for Clark Lake Park and has worked with the city to support creative ways to help complete the acquisition work required. The project scope should be expanded to include the Lanoye property and the overall project should be extended, with the condition that Kent report back in December 2008 on its progress and accomplishments this year.       
Pacific /Algona Wetlands Passive Nature Park (11/2005)    $150,000   
$150,000


Brief Description:  This is a joint project of the cities of Pacific and Algona that would acquire approximately 32.25 acres of wildlife habitat on five eligible parcels. The project is located along a proposed trail that would link to the White River trail and the Interurban trail, spanning Ellingson Road, the Government Canal and the Union Pacific right-of-way. A top priority property is located adjacent to Alpac Elementary School and offers the possibility for environmental education. Washington State Department of Natural Resources ('State DNR") owns this property.

Status: State DNR will enter into negotiations with the Cascade Land Conservancy ("CLC"), which Pacific has authorized to conduct the negotiations on its behalf. The goal is to acquire the site within a year. The preliminary cost estimates indicate that the project will require additional funds, which the city estimates could be partially met with savings from the recently completed "Trail Hub and Spokes" project. That project was a multiple-parcel project of regional importance in Pacific, totaling approximately 7.85 acres, parallel to State Route 167. It consisted of three parcels on the Interurban trail on Puget Sound Energy (PSE) right of way above West Valley Highway and two parcels along the Milwaukee trail PSE utility corridor between 3rd Avenue SW and the Pierce County line. The "Trail Hub and Spokes" CFT project provides a trail connection for a significant missing link in the interurban regional trail. Pacific based its original project costs for the trail properties on fee acquisition, but it has acquired perpetual trail rights on the two parcels between 3rd Avenue SW and the Pierce County line, resulting in significant savings. 
The Wetlands Passive Park CFT project is currently estimated to have up to a $210,000 shortfall, half of which could potentially be funded with CFT funds. The city requests that all of the available savings from the Trail Hub and Spokes project, estimated to be approximately $100,000, be allowed to be used for the Wetlands Passive Nature Park CFT project.
Committee Recommendation:  Pacific has completed the Trail Hub and Spokes CFT project on schedule and significantly under the original project budget estimate. Given the funding need for Pacific's joint Wetlands Passive Nature Park project with the City of Algona and the importance of that project, the Committee recommends that the project scope be changed to allow funds from the completed "Trail Hub and Spokes" CFT project be available for the Wetlands Passive Nature Park CFT Project.    
Renton       Craig Property  (11/12005)


$  170,000      
$  170,000


Brief Description:  This is a 3.6-acre wooded property north of 179th Street, adjacent to Renton’s Edlund Farm property, which was purchased two years ago with CFT funding. The plateau east of Renton and Kent remains one of King County’s fastest growing areas. High density development on the plateau is also occurring immediately adjacent to the property. The property contains an un-named tributary to Panther Creek, which drains into the city's Panther Creek wetlands system.
Status:  Renton has found that title to the property is clouded and it is in the process of being corrected.   Renton expects that action taken to clear the title will be completed in July 2008 and after that the city will re-order the title report. A level-one environmental assessment is completed and an appraisal update will be completed in the spring of 2008. A property boundary line adjustment is also required, with an estimated acquisition date by Renton of October 2008. 

Committee Recommendation:  Renton is actively pursuing this project and taking the necessary steps to successfully complete it. An extension of the project is therefore recommended. 
Tukwila
Duwamish Gardens (11/2006 & 11/2007)  
 $ 700,000
 $ 700,000

Brief Description:  The original scope of this project includes acquisition of 2.16 acres on the Duwamish River, on East Marginal Way South, for restoration of intertidal habitat for salmon and other aquatic species.  The restoration is a top priority of the WRIA 9 Habitat Plan. The site was a truck farm, and currently has two houses, a barn, and a gravel parking lot. The site would be restored and approximately 500 feet of riparian habitat will be created.

Status:  The owners have agreed to sell the site to the adjoining landowner, but that landowner has expressed a willingness to sell the riverside portion of the land to Tukwila to allow for the habitat restoration work. This would require a project scope change that changes the dimensions of the property acquired, but would actually lead to more shoreline habitat restoration as a net result. 

Committee Recommendation:  A project scope change that would include additional shoreline along the Green River in exchange for an upland portion of the property is recommended.  
SEATTLE PROJECTS

Seattle      Burke–Gilman Trail / Ballard Link (11/2005)      $ 125,000       $ 125,000

Brief Description:  This project would acquire a 200 foot long parcel south of Market Street between 26th Avenue NW and 28th Avenue NW. It is the last portion of the Burke Gilman trail not in public ownership.  The city would purchase trail right-of-way that allows occasional use of the adjacent rail line. 

Status:  Matching funds have been dedicated to the project from the Seattle Pro-Parks Levy.  Seattle's Department of Transportation (SDOT) has commissioned appraisals and presented offers, and the owner is expected to make a counter-offer.  SDOT anticipates concluding the transaction in mid-2008.  

Committee Recommendation:  This project was expected to be completed last year, however negotiations have lagged.  The project should be extended, with the condition that Seattle report back to the Committee in December 2008 on its progress should the project not be completed in the interim.       
Seattle
Denny Triangle/U. District (11/2003) 
$1,900,000
$1,900,000


Urban Center Park  







       






Brief Description: This is a proposed Urban Center Park project, with a goal of acquiring green space in the highly urbanized Denny Triangle and the University District neighborhoods. Seattle has a significant unmet open space needs in these rapidly growing urban neighborhoods.   Possible sites to meet these needs have been identified, but final decisions on specific sites are yet to be made.  The Committee visited several of the candidate sites and concurs with the need for additional open space in those two neighborhoods.   
Status:  Seattle has matching funds for the project from its Pro-Parks Opportunity Fund and the Mayor and city council have committed additional remaining funds, including funds from the state legislature. 
A.  University District:   Seattle explored three sites alternatives for this Urban Center and has gained consensus on the acquisition of the "South Lot" of the University Heights School, located on 50th Street. The City council has approved the dedication of $950,000 of CFT funds from this project, approximately half of the project funds.  Seattle is working with the Cascade Land Conservancy (CLC) the University Heights Center for the Community Association (UHCCA) and the Friends of University Heights to acquire the lot from the owner, the Seattle School District. Appraisals and negotiations are underway.  Seattle anticipates acquisition of the site in 2009.

B.  Denny Triangle ‑ Denny Triangle:  Seattle has reached a three way agreement (in principle) for a new park as part of a development on Westlake Avenue North.  The City will be requesting County approval of this site selection, a contingency to the 2003 CFT award. Seattle is also close to an agreement for acquisition of a park site in conjunction with a new electrical substation between the Denny Triangle and South Lake Union Urban Center, with the Mayor and City Council in support of the site.  Seattle anticipates completion of the Denny Triangle purchase agreements by the mid-to-late 2008.  

Committee Recommendation:  When this project was recommended and funded, it was assumed a planning period for site selection would precede actual acquisition negotiations. Seattle has now identified a site in each planning area and is actively undertaking negotiations. Progress on the project components is satisfactory and the project should be extended.    
Seattle     Duwamish/Georgetown Waterfront (11/2002)    $  65,000          $ 65,000

Brief Description:  This project is located in the Georgetown neighborhood at 8th Avenue South and the Duwamish Waterway, with a goal of providing access on the Duwamish.  It is in an area with older industrial land uses and on other sites, more recent wildlife habitat restoration efforts. The Georgetown Community Council and Georgetown Garden Club helped create and maintain an adjacent street-end park and the Lower Duwamish Watershed Habitat Restoration Plan identified the site for high-tide marshland restoration. The site has an historic pumping station that is a Seattle historic landmark.  

Status:  Seattle Parks has reached an agreement with Seattle City Light that requires Seattle City Council ratification, which is expected in the second quarter of 2008.  
Committee Recommendation:  This is an important project that is owned by a utility, and historically it can take longer to acquire open space properties from these entities than from other owners. In this case there are Duwamish waterway clean-up issues and related legislation that Seattle is hoping will be resolved this spring. The Committee supports this project and is encouraged that Seattle feels it is near an agreement.  
Seattle     12th Avenue Urban Center Park (11/2005)          $ 500,000           $ 500,000


Brief Description:  This project would provide much-needed open space in a high-density designated urban center neighborhood around 12th Avenue in Seattle, an area that surpassed its 20-year growth projection within ten years.  The project was identified in Seattle's neighborhood planning process and has high neighborhood visibility and support. 
Status:  Seattle gained a local consensus on a site owned by another City agency and that had been slated for sale. The Parks department would normally have to pay fair market value for the property, but the Mayor and Council have transferred it to Seattle Parks at no charge because of past commitments to the community. The 12th Avenue corridor community still has a significant deficit of parks and open space, and Seattle Parks is therefore attempting to acquire another site in the 12th Avenue Urban Center. Seattle will need additional funding for the second site because of the development activity and escalation of property values within the 12th Avenue Urban Center. Seattle feels that it can gain community consensus on a second site relatively quickly and acquire it by the end of 2008 or early 2009.

Committee Recommendation: Additional open space beyond the amount initially identified for this project should be acquired in the 12th Avenue community. The Committee recommends extending this project so that acquisition of such open space can be pursued.
Seattle - Sylvan Way Open Space (11/2003)    
          
$ 300,000 
$ 195,000  

Brief Description:   Acquisition of approximately 3.4-acres of wooded open space is between Sylvan Way SW and SW Othello Street, at 27th Avenue SW, in the Delridge neighborhood of West Seattle.  
Status:  In the spring of 2007 the CFT Citizens Committee recommended, and King County later approved, the extension of this project and a scope change that added two parcels.  Seattle was not able to reach agreement with the successive owners of the original properties and a large housing development was constructed. Seattle requested that the project be expanded to include two additional wooded parcels between SW Webster and Myrtle Streets, from 27th to 24th Avenues SW, which have since been acquired with $105,000 in CFT funds. Seattle will therefore not use the balance of the original $300,000 award, about $195,000.

Committee Recommendation:  The Committee recommends that the remaining funds from the project be included in the annual funding round that will begin in April 2008.   
KING COUNTY PROJECTS

King County    Boise Creek Dairy Farm (11/2003)

$   28,731
$     3,000  
 


(11/2004)

$ 150,000  
$ 150,000 




 (9/2007) 

$  60,000 
$   60,000

Brief Description:  Acquisition of development rights on 79.5 acres of Enumclaw Plateau farmland in unincorporated King County, south of Enumclaw on SE 456th Street.  A project goal is to protect a Chinook and Coho riparian habitat on Boise Creek. The owner would retain two or three development units over the property.  

Status:  Matching Funds: The King County has dedicated $325,000 in King County Farmlands Preservation Program matching funds.  The Boise Creek project received $ 60,000 in CFT funds from the “Historic Lower Green APD” project last fall.  The CFT match requirement would be met as a result of these actions and the project would likely be fully funded.  

Negotiations: Acquisition and FPP staff met with the property owners in August, 2007.  The owners have decided to sell much of their property, however they are planning to retain 40 acres  and would consider selling development rights (two) off twenty acres. They are also no longer interested in placing a conservation easement on the portion of their property that borders Boise Creek. FPP staff still considers this a highly desirable property for development rights acquisition, even with the scaled-back acquisition targets. 

Work to be performed:  (1) update title report; (2) finalize purchase and sale offer; (3) conduct final property inspection and prepare baseline documentation on condition of property when the development rights are acquired. Staff anticipates completing these items by late spring – early summer, 2008 with the expenditure of FPP monies occurring at this time.

Committee Recommendation:  The project should be extended, although it will fall short of its original acreage goal. The Farmlands Preservation Program feels that this is still a key property that will help reinforce the urban growth line and help preserve important farmland in the Enumclaw Agricultural Production District. There are also matching funds for this project that will otherwise be lost. The project should be extended with the condition that King County report back to the Committee in December 2008 on its progress should the project not be completed in the interim.   
King County 
  Carnation Farmland (11/2003)

$ 200,000  
$ 187,000  

Brief Description:  This project would acquire development rights on approximately 120 acres of Farmland at NE 60th Street, immediately north of Carnation. The project allows continued farming activity and provides an important community separator between Carnation and rural farmland in to the north. In 2006 King County approved a scope change to increase the size of the project to protect riparian habitat along an oxbow of the Snoqualmie River.      

Status:  In 2006 King County’s Agriculture Program staff identified matching funds that the King County Agriculture Commission has now recommended for transfer to the project. $314,000 in State funding has also been obtained for this project, however those funds have easement terms that have required King County to incorporate into its own Farmlands Preservation Program easement, which has taken much longer than anticipated to accomplish. The property is now in the process of being appraised. Last year the Committee recommended and King County approved the allocation of an additional $114,000 in CFT funds to the Project. The landowner continues to be interested in selling an easement to King County and the Agriculture Program expects to complete this acquisition this year.

Committee Recommendation:  This is an important property in the Snoqualmie Valley because of its location on the northern city limits of Carnation. There is a willing seller for this property who has waited for King County to gain the necessary matching funds and resolve the easement language issues with the State.  The project should be extended with the condition that King County report back to the Committee in December 2008 on its progress should the project not be completed in the interim.   

 King County    Issaquah/Carey Holder Creek & 

                           Middle Issaquah Creek  (2 projects combined in September, 2007)

· Issaquah/Carey/Holder Cr. Confluence 
     (11/2003) 
$ 300,000    
$ 258,535




     (11/2004) 
$ 200,000
$ 200,000





       (4/2005)
$ 159,000
$ 159,000    




       (7/2005) 
$   30,163
$   30,163

· Middle Issaquah Creek 
     (11/2005)         $ 350,000
$ 350,000

    Matching funds obtained to date $410,000

Brief Description:  This is a multiple-parcel project along Middle Issaquah Creek in rural King County, located between the Log Cabin Reach area and the county's Carey Creek Natural Area and containing salmonid habitat that is important to the Lake Washington/Sammamish watershed. The two projects were combined by King County last fall to allow for better flexibility in the use of the available CFT and matching funds for habitat purchases.  
Status: Last year the Committee recommended and King County approved the expansion of the project scope to include properties with high quality riparian habitat between the Log Cabin Reach area and the county's Carey Creek Natural Area. King County continues to be unsuccessful reaching an agreement with the owners of a 120-acre farm at the confluence of Issaquah/Carey and Holder Creeks, which was the target of one of the Issaquah/Carey/Holder Creek project. King County is pursuing other negotiations in the reach and it has secured significant matching funds for the project. 
Committee Recommendation:  This project was re-scoped last year and King County has been actively pursuing negotiations and matching funds. This is an important reach of Issaquah Creek and protection of its riparian habitat has down stream importance for the city of Issaquah and Lake Sammamish. The project should be extended and King County should make every effort to gain acquisition successes in the area.    
King County     Kanaskat Green River  (11/2005)

 $ 600,000 
 $  153,388


Brief Description:  The Kanaskat Reach/Green River project is a multiple-parcel riparian habitat protection project containing a back channel in the upper Green River basin, north of the SE Green River Headworks Road in the Kanaskat. The project supports juvenile life-cycle requirements for Chinook and habitat for other fish and aquatic species, beaver and wintering elk, and avian species including eagles.  It is identified in 2001 "Last Best Places in the Middle Green", the 2002 "WRIA 9 Near-Term Action Agenda for Salmon Habitat Conservation" and the Draft WRIA 9 Habitat Plan. The project scope was expanded last year to include additional parcels, after the some of the initially-identified parcels were acquired through other means or had unwilling sellers.

Status:  Several parcels have been purchased, totaling over 20 acres. The original project funding has been expended, but King County continues to negotiate with the remaining owners. $145,000 in available State SRF Board matching funds may still be credited as match for this project. King County requests an extension to complete the project.  There is one remaining parcel with a willing seller.
Committee Recommendation:  This project has been a success to date and the project should be extended so that the remaining available parcel can be acquired.  
King County     Maury Island Nearshore  (11/2002/)
 $ 250,000 
 $ 246,000


Brief Description:  The original project scope was a 275 acre site with approximately one mile of undeveloped Puget Sound waterfront, east of Southwest 260th Street on the southeast shoreline of Maury Island. The site continues to have gravel mining permitting and associated legal issues that prevent near term acquisition. The project scope was expanded last year to include several other properties on south Maury and Vashon islands with goal of protecting nearshore habitat along the Washington Department of Natural Resources-designated Maury Island Aquatic Preserve.   
Status: King County received and has been expending a $3.4 million federal matching grant for this project, with CFT funds helping to meet the federal matching funds requirements. The federal grant expiration deadline of September 30, 2007 has been extended. King County has purchased several properties and anticipates expending the remaining funds in the spring of 2008.  
The remaining $ 246,000 is intended by King County to be matched by $ 250,000 in King County Real Estate Excise tax (REET) money as part of the county's Maury Island Nearshore Initiative project.  The REET funds are intended for parcels adjoining Maury Island Marine Park and the CFT funds will be for that as well since REET is its match.  The landowner would not sell the property in 2007, but King County will approach the owner again this year.  
Committee Recommendation:  The project has matching funds and there has been much progress in expending other previously allocated CFT funds on several parcels in the project. The project should be extended in 2008 to allow for acquisition of additional nearshore habitat parcels. 
King County  Middle Fork Snoqualmie N. A. (11/2002 & 2004)   $357,500   $336,898

Brief Description:  Acquisition of a forested, three-parcel, 50-acre inholding on the Middle Fork Snoqualmie Natural Area, and east of Southeast Lake Dorothy Road. These are the last properties targeted within a 300-acre acquisition effort that dates back over a decade to the Waterways 2000 program.  The Middle Fork Snoqualmie is highly scenic, has excellent river recreation and is King County’s only river proposed for federal wild and scenic designation.  The Mid Fork area has high quality habitat for bear, cougar and bobcat, and other large mammalian species, and it is also is a critical headwaters Chinook salmon downstream of Snoqualmie Falls. One of the parcels has a longstanding site cleanup issues that held this project back have been resolved on neighboring property.  
Status:  King County obtained a State IAC grant in 2007. The project was under contract subject to appraisal two years ago, but, the appraisal continues to be unacceptable to the owner. Cleanup costs of lead shot residue on a portion of the site that was used as an informal shooting range would likely occur after the project is under contract, before King County would take ownership of the property. The Cascade Land Conservancy (CLC) has taken over as lead entity on the negotiations. The property has been reappraised and the newer appraisal may be more acceptable to the owner. The current strategy is to make a final contact with the representative of the owner. Given the high importance of removing this inholding from the area, King County requests an extension. As a backup, the County also requests an expansion of the project scope to include two last inholdings in the reach. These inholdings do not have direct frontage on the river and would be more difficult to develop, but they contain important habitat and public ownership of them would allow for better stewardship in the reach.
Committee Recommendation:  This project has been a priority for over ten years and the last major landowner has been difficult to negotiate with. The CLC would like to make a last attempt to secure the property this year and if unsuccessful, King County would like to use the project funds to secure two other parcels so that it can better steward the reach and to continue to prevent development from gaining a foothold in this other wise wild and scenic reach of the Middle Fork of the Snoqualmie. The project should be extended and expanded to include the two additional parcels, a 13.05 acre parcel adjacent to SE Lake Dorothy Road, immediately south of the bridge across the Middle Fork, and a 6.51 acre parcel that is an surrounded on three sides by King County's Middle Fork Snoqualmie Natural Area.     
King County     Raging River (11/2004) 


$ 400,000
$ 289,000 

Brief Description:  This project would acquire development rights on 7,200 acres that are unprotected from development in the headwaters of the Raging River, east of State Route 18. The area is within King County's Forest Production District zone and easements purchased with CFT funds could allow for forest harvest activity. This is a project of regional significance in its scale and potential positive impact.  
Status:   The property owners took longer than expected to begin negotiations, but have ultimately engaged. The Cascade Land Conservancy (CLC) obtained Federal Forest Legacy matching funds last year, however, the terms of the easements required by the funding source were not acceptable to the landowner, so CLC is having to pursue other options. CLC will determine whether the project will be viable later this spring.  
Committee Recommendation:  The project should be extended with the condition that CLC and King County report back to the Committee in December 2008 on its progress should the project not be completed in the interim. If the CLC and King County feel the project is not feasible by June 2008, the Committee may recommend reallocating the funds to another project. 

King County    Raging River – Camp Terry (11/2005) 
$ 300,000
$ 289,754 

Brief Description:  This is a 10.3 acre acquisition on the Raging River to protect riparian habitat, north of the historic Preston Mill. The property's owner, the YMCA, operates Camp Terry there. The property contains important riparian habitat, including Chinook habitat.
Status:  The YMCA has reconsidered its earlier offer to sell a portion of the property and it is no longer willing to do so. King County staff feels that the site is therefore not threatened with development in the foreseeable future. Last year King County obtained a $120,000 SRF Board grant for the Camp Terry property that the state will allow to be expended upstream in the multiple-parcel "Upper Preston Reach" of the Raging River, which King County CFT funded last year. As that project has a significant budget shortfall, King County is requesting that the "Raging River – Camp Terry" CFT funds also be transferred to the Raging River Preston Reach project area to help match the SRF Board grant. Camp Terry has stated that they are still interested in selling the entire camp after they identify a replacement property, though they are not actively looking for such a property. Therefore, King County is no longer pursuing this site for acquisition and is requesting a scope change, described below.

Committee Recommendation:  This project should be abandoned due to the lack of a willing seller in the near term. The project funds should be reallocated to the Raging River-Upper Preston Reach CFT project funded last year, as it is a multiple-parcel project that will receive transferred state matching funds from the Raging River-Camp Terry project.  

King County    Stoessel Creek  (11/2003)


$ 250,000
$ 240,648

Brief Description: This project contains 15 parcels in three clusters of high quality riparian habitat, totaling over 325 acres along Stoessel Creek, east of Duvall. The parcels are inholdings, surrounded on three sides by the State of Washington’s 9,000-acre Markworth Forest, but their ecologically-sensitive nature makes them a low acquisition priority under the state’s criteria for purchase for timber harvest. The properties are high quality salmon habitat and contain freshwater mussels, an important indicator species for good water quality.  
Status:  King County WLRD obtained state matching funds for this project in 2004, but they were reallocated due to lack of progress. Last year King County secured $500,000 in matching funds from State DNR and the State Recreation and Conservation Office. King County had a staffing gap in the second half of 2007 that has been resolved and it is convening a meeting with the CLC and which will be project lead. The landowner is still interested in negotiating.

Committee Recommendation:  This area has important habitat and remains a high priority for conservation. The project should be extended for a year and every effort should be made to complete it so that King County makes full advantage of the state matching funds secured for the project. 
King County   Taylor Creek Restoration 
(11/2006/7) 
$ 925,000
$ 912,881
Brief Description:  This project includes the acquisition of approximately 9.9 acres of land located at Maxwell Road Southeast and Southeast 208th Street. This property contains headwaters of Taylor Creek, one of four main tributaries to the Cedar River below the Landsburg Dam. The property would serve as a site for significant wetland and riparian habitat restoration. 

Status:  After extended negotiations last year, and significant funding additions to the project, King County has ultimately been unable to gain an agreement on price with the owner of this property. The owner has recently put it up for sale on the open market and King County requests the funds be transferred to the Rainbow Bend CFT project on the Cedar River, as that project has a significant funding shortfall. 

Committee Recommendation:  After ongoing and involved negotiations with the owner King County is unable to reach an agreement.  While it is an important candidate for restoration on Taylor Creek , the funds would also help complete the funding package for the Rainbow Bend CFT project, which was funded last year and is under contract subject to funding, but has an approximately $900,000 funding shortfall. The Rainbow Bend project has been a high acquisition priority of King County for over a decade and should receive the funds from the abandoned Taylor Creek restoration project.  
King County 
Taylor Mountain Inholdings (11/2004)     
$   25,000        $  25,000

                     


      (11/2005)     
$ 325,000
$325,000


Brief Description:  This is an 80-acre project in two parcels that are centrally-located inholdings within 1,700-acre Taylor Mountain Forest, located in Hobart east of State Route 18. The project was initially funded in November 2004 with sufficient funding to purchase an appraisal. The following year, the project received $300,000 in CFT funds towards the actual acquisition of the parcels.
Status:  It has taken a year longer than was anticipated to raise the matching funds. $180,000 in King County SWM funds were approved in January 2007, $375,000 in Forest Legacy funds were approved in July 2007 and $375,000 in WWRP funding in November 2007, for a total of $855,000 in matching funds received. King County is actively negotiating with willing sellers and anticipates closing on the properties in 2008.  

Committee Recommendation:  This project is under active negotiations and has received significant matching funds.  The project should be extended.  
King County     Tolt Natural Area   (11/2004)    

$ 35,000         $ 33,700
Brief Description: This project would acquire 1.5 acres within the Tolt River Natural Area east of Carnation. The project would protect off-channel habitat and add to current county ownership. It contains a side-channel that could be reconnected to the River at the upper end of the property to provide improved salmonid habitat.  

Status:  This project has basically been dormant for almost a year, as the former Snoqualmie Stream steward moved on to new employment and a replacement has just recently been hired.

Last year the Committee recommended, and King County reallocated $350,000 in CFT funds from the abandoned 2001 City of Carnation Tolt River CFT project. These funds have also not been expended.  

King County believes it has sufficient funding to acquire three of its highest priority additions to the Tolt Natural Area. Three parcels that are likely available are estimated to cost roughly $100,000. King County intends to apply the $35,000 from 2004 and $33,000 of CFT funding reallocated from the City of Carnation’s Tolt project. The additional CFT money will be matched with the 2006 King Conservation District ("KCD") grant of $33,000. Landowner contacts and appraisals will be initiated in spring of 2008, with offers extended in the summer of 2008, and negotiations anticipated to be completed by fall.  

Committee Recommendation:  This project should be extended, as preservation of salmonid habitat on the Tolt River remains a high priority.  Though a staffing gap has limited progress on this project in the past few months, there are still several parcels targeted for acquisition and we encourage King County to follow through on it intent to invigorate its acquisition efforts.  
King County   Urban TDR Program  (11/2005)    

$ 1,000,000         $ 1,000,000
Brief Description:   The Urban TDR project is a programmatic project for the purchase of open space in a city or cities that participate in the King County TDR program. Participating cities would agree to accept development rights from rural King County in return for CFT funds that can be used to purchase open space within the city limits. A city would enter into an Interlocal Agreement with King County before it could receive CFT funds.  The project would not require additional matching funds on the part of a city, as the benefits of the match are captured in the preservation of rural open space that would not need to be purchased with CFT funds.  

Status:  King County TDR staff has been working with staff and elected officials from several cities to develop proposals for pilot TDR projects. These meetings resulted in ongoing conversations and relationship building with the following cities:

A. Sammamish – the City is developing plans for a high-density Town Center. This would involve significant upzones through incentive zoning. The County is looking to dovetail TDRs from rural properties adjacent to City boundaries with the City’s efforts for internal TDR. The County TDR program manager met with City officials and the City’s TDR consultant multiple times in this regards.

B. Redmond – Conversations with City officials indicate the City may be interested in exploring a TDR partnership such that it doesn’t jeopardize the City’s existing TDR program. CFT funds will help to allow a possible TDR agreement in the future.

C. Bellevue -  Multiple conversations with Bellevue City officials have occurred. These conversations focused on trying to integrate inter-jurisdictional TDR into the City’s redevelopment plans for the Bel-Red Corridor. Language to consider this was included in the Planning Director’s draft policies for the Bel-Red Corridor. These policies will be reviewed by City Planning Commission for recommendation to the City Council. 

D. Seattle – The County TDR program manager is looking into ways to dovetail the City’s Climate Change goals with rural-to-city development right transfers. Meetings are scheduled with the City Community Development Director.

E. Woodinville -  Meetings with the Planning Director indicate interest in preserving rural density in the area south of the city boundary via development right transfers into City 
F. Carnation – the TDR program manager is working with city staff to consider TDR from surrounding farmland.

G. Tukwila – City staff has expressed interest in TDR and it will be part of a State study in its efforts to encourage a regional TDR program.
The TDR program is also working with the State of Washington Department of Community, Trade and Economic Development (CTED), as directed by the State Legislature in House Bill 1636, to develop a regional TDR market in the four-county region of the Puget Sound. The purpose of this County-CTED collaboration is to secure future State matching funds as an amenity for entice cities to accept rural TDRs for increased in-city density. The TDR program is also working to find ways by which the County, as a regional transportation authority, can increase the level of transit service to those cities that partner with the county in rural-to-urban development right transfers. In this way CFT funding is not the only source by which the County can encourage cities to partner in TDR efforts. 

Committee Recommendation:  Discussions regarding TDR with other city and state agencies is well underway and the project should therefore be continued in support of these activities.
King County    Willows Crossing (11/2002) 

$ 250,000
$ 250,000 





           (11/2006) 

$ 225,000
$ 225,000

Brief Description:  This property in the Sammamish Valley north of 116th Street NE in Redmond, across from 60 acres Park.  The main goal of the CFT project is acquisition of property for agricultural purposes, however the transaction involves a complicated exchange of lands that will also meet the goals of the Community college to provide land for agricultural extension studies and the Lake Washington Youth Soccer Association's need to provide soccer fields.      

Status:  King County provided an additional $225,000 in CFT funds for this project in November 2006 and continues to be in active negotiations. The negotiations have included alternative scenarios and the parties involved have reached verbal agreement on the site King County will acquire, which it hoped to do in 2007. Final purchase and sale agreements are being written, but progress has been slower than had been hoped. King County still expects to completed the project by the late summer or early fall this year.   
Committee Recommendation:  This project should be extended with the expectation that it will be completed this year. 
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