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December 4, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Given the continuing fiscal crisis of the County requiring significant reduction in the County’s provision of non-mandated services, the County can no longer fund services such as in-city aquatics as the cost of mandated services consume an ever increasing share of the County’s general fund.  Attached is proposed legislation that would authorize the Executive to enter into a one-year pool operating agreement for the Redmond Pool with the City of Redmond.  The operating agreement legislation, as drafted, declares an emergency resulting from the fiscal crisis and concern of all involved that alternative arrangements be made to ensure continued provision of these in-city services in some fashion.  Under the agreement, the City would provide to the County the funds necessary to continue pool operations for 2003 at the level of service desired by that city.  

The negotiations as to the final disposition of the pool are still on going.  The legislation authorizing operating agreements is one of the several tracks we are discussing with our local partners to pursue every alternative for continued operation of in-city pools in 2003.  I have already transmitted legislation that would allow the transfer of in-city pools to either cities or not-for-profit organizations should the negotiations lead to that outcome.  We expect that the cities will make their final decisions by December 4, 2002.  After that, the Council will have the final information necessary to take action on the appropriate legislative vehicle at your final Council meeting on December 16, 2002.  My staff will be working closely with the Council staff in this final phase.  

The goal is for the legislation to be effective by year-end to prevent closure of the facilities.  If the Council authorizes the legislation by year-end, the County will be able to avoid initiating mothballing of the pools and in-city aquatics will continue to be available in King County.  I look forward to continuing to work together in this final effort to facilitate the continued operation of in-city pools.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  David deCourcy, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources & Parks (DNRP)


Bob Burns, Acting Manager, Parks and Recreation Division, DNRP

