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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget and Fiscal Management Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	9
	Name:
	Wendy K. Soo Hoo

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0313
	Date:
	October 29, 2024



SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2024-0313 would restructure the fees charged by Public Health – Seattle & King County's Environmental Health Services Division for gas piping and plumbing fixtures.  

SUMMARY

Environmental Health Services permits and inspects gas piping and plumbing in unincorporated King County, Seattle, Clyde Hill, and Beaux Arts.  The fees are proposed to change from set fees for up to 10 plumbing fixtures or gas piping outlets to a base fee plus a per-fixture or per-outlet fee; currently, more than 10 fixtures or outlets also have a base fee plus a per-fixture or per-outlet fee.

According to Executive staff, the change in fees proposed is intended to "more evenly distribute costs across customers based on time associated with project review and inspection.  This was important because smaller projects, often performed by property owners, have been subsidizing larger development projects."  Table 1 in the staff report demonstrates the current versus proposed fees at various project sizes.

In addition, Proposed Ordinance 2024-0313 would give the Public Health director the authority to annually adjust the fees to reflect actual costs in line with CPI-W plus one percentage point, up to five percent over the current fee.

Staff is drafting a technical striking amendment to make technical corrections and other clarifications.

BACKGROUND 

Environmental Health Services (EHS) is a division within Public Health – Seattle & King County. The EHS Division provides fee and grant-based regional services focused on prevention of disease through sanitation, safe food and water, proper disposal of wastes and toxics, and promotion of safe and healthy environmental conditions.  

EHS inspects gas piping and plumbing in unincorporated King County, Seattle, Clyde Hill, and Beaux Arts.  When a property owner in these jurisdictions installs, relocates, or changes a plumbing or gas piping system, they are required by Public Health – Seattle & King County's Environmental Health Division to obtain a permit. 

The gas piping and plumbing fees were last increased in 2010.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Ordinance 16964] 


ANALYSIS

Currently, per-fixture plumbing and per-outlet gas piping permit fees are as follows:

· Plumbing permit fees for fixtures, traps, backflow devices, or assemblies:
· One fixture, trap, device, or assembly:  $140
· Two to three:  $210
· Four to six:  $298
· Seven to 10:  $333
· More than 10:  $333 base fee plus $8 for each additional fixture, trap, device, or assembly

· Gas piping permit fees for outlets:
· One to four outlets:  $140
· Five to six outlets:  $175
· Seven to nine outlets:  $210
· Ten outlets:  $245
· More than 10 outlets:  $245 base fee plus $10 per each additional outlet

Under the proposed legislation, there would be a base permit fee of $132 plus $26 per fixture, trap, backflow device, assembly, or outlet.  According to Executive staff, the change in fees proposed is intended to "more evenly distribute costs across customers based on time associated with project review and inspection.  This was important because smaller projects, often performed by property owners, have been subsidizing larger development projects."

Table 1 below illustrates the current versus proposed fees for projects of different scales.

Table 1.  Fees for Plumbing Fixtures and Gas Piping Outlets for Different Scale Projects,
Current vs. Proposed
	Example Number of Fixtures/Outlets
	
	Current Fees
	
	Proposed Ordinance 2024-0307

	1 plumbing fixture
	
	$140 plumbing permit fee
	
	$132 base fee 
+ ($26 x 1 fixture) 
= $158 total permit fee

	1 gas piping outlet
	
	$140 gas piping permit fee
	
	$132 base fee 
+ ($26 x 1 outlet) 
= $158 total permit fee

	5 plumbing fixtures
	
	$298 plumbing permit fee 
	
	$132 base fee + ($26 x 5 fixtures)
= $262 total permit fee

	5 gas piping outlets
	
	$175 gas piping permit fee
	
	$132 base fee + ($26 x 5 outlets)
= $262 total permit fee

	15 plumbing fixtures 
	
	$333 base fee 
+ ($8 x 5 plumbing fixtures) 
= $373 plumbing permit fee
	
	$132 base fee 
+ ($26 x 15 fixtures or outlets)
= $522 total permit fee

	15 gas piping outlets
	
	$245 base fee 
+ ($10 x 5 gas piping outlets) 
= $295 gas permit fee
	
	$132 base fee 
+ ($26 x 15 fixtures or outlets)
= $522 total permit fee

	50 plumbing fixtures
	
	$333 base fee 
+ ($8 x 50 plumbing fixtures) 
= $733 plumbing permit fee
	
	$132 base fee 
+ ($26 x 50 fixtures)
= $1,432 total permit fee

	50 gas piping outlets
	
	$245 base fee 
+ ($10 x 40 gas piping outlets) 
= $645 gas piping permit fee
	
	$132 base fee 
+ ($26 x 50 outlets)
= $1,432 total permit fee

	100 plumbing fixtures 
	
	$333 base fee 
+ ($8 x 90 plumbing fixtures) 
= $1,053 plumbing permit fee
	
	$132 base fee 
+ ($26 x 100 fixtures)
= $2,732 total permit fee

	100 gas piping outlets
	
	$245 base fee 
+ ($10 x 90 gas piping outlets) 
= $1,145 gas permit fee
	
	$132 base fee 
+ ($26 x 100 outlets)
= $2,732 total permit fee



In addition, permit renewal fees would be set at $66, compared to the current permit renewal fee of the lesser of half the original permit cost or $50.  Currently, EHS also uses a $201 hourly operating rate to establish charges for plan review[footnoteRef:2], off-hour inspections, and repipe projects.  The proposed ordinance would set the hourly operating rate at $264 per hour. [2:  According to Executive staff, generally, plan review is required for projects more than three stories in height and other project or occupancy types that are either difficult to review in the field or have other special considerations.] 


Note also that Proposed Ordinance 2024-0313 would give the Public Health director the authority to annually adjust the fees to reflect actual costs in line with CPI-W plus one percentage point, up to five percent over the current fee.

The 2025 EHS budget is proposed to include 3.0 additional FTEs at $382,000 for plumbing and gas piping permitting and inspections and the additional costs would be supported by the proposed fee increase.  Currently, 2.0 TLTs and a partial FTE from the section's plan review program are supporting the inspection program.  Approval of the 3.0 additional FTEs would bring the program to 14.0 FTEs.

Executive staff indicate that 3.0 additional FTEs are needed to be able to meet its goal of completing 95% of inspections within 24 hours.

Table 1.
Plumbing and Gas Inspections and Percentage Completed in 24 Hours
	
	
	2018
	
	2019
	
	2020
	
	2021
	
	2022
	
	2023
	
	2024
through Aug.

	Inspections Performed
	
	26,951
	
	27,190
	
	23,586
	
	26,936
	
	25,602
	
	27,816
	
	18,536

	% Performed in 24 hours
	
	94%
	
	89%
	
	92%
	
	90%
	
	87%
	
	90%
	
	96%



Note that while the proposed addition of the FTEs would only cost $382,000, the proposed fee increases are anticipated to generate approximately $1.3 million in additional revenue.  Executive staff indicate that fees have not been increased since 2011, so the program has been operating at a deficit for the past few years and this proposal would allow it to rebuild reserves.

AMENDMENT

Staff is drafting a technical striking amendment to make clarifications and technical corrections.

INVITED

· Dylan Orr, Director, Environmental Health Division
· Carina Elsenboss, Deputy Director, Environmental Health Division

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2024-0313
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
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