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June 7, 2019


The Honorable Rod Dembowski
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Dembowski:

The enclosed ordinance, if approved, will ratify the memorandum of agreement with Amalgamated Transit Union, Local 587 (Metro Transit Department) regarding “Building Operating Engineer Apprentice Program” for the period of March 13, 2019, through October 21, 2022, which will enable King County to continue to provide transit services to the public.  This agreement applies to the Metro Transit Department.

This agreement establishes a Building Operating Engineer apprentice program.  Building Operating Engineers perform activities associated with the operation, maintenance, repair, and overhaul of transit facility heating, ventilation, air conditioning, refrigeration, energy management, and relating building systems.  Apprentices will learn the skills of this trade through a state certified apprentice program.  This agreement establishes the core terms and conditions of employment for Building Operating Engineer Apprentices.

This agreement contains significant improvements in efficiency, accountability and productivity for the County in that the apprentice program will produce home grown Building Operating Engineers, who will be intimately familiar with Metro Transit’s buildings and facilities from the start of their careers.

The King County Strategic Plan supports providing opportunities for people in low-wage jobs to move up career ladders.  This apprentice program will provide employees in lower level jobs the opportunity to develop careers as journey-level tradespeople.

The settlement reached is a product of good faith collective bargaining between King County and the Union.  The agreement compares favorably with other settlements and is within our capacity to finance.  This agreement has been reviewed by the Office of the Prosecuting Attorney, Civil Division.

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance.  We ask for your support in the passage of this ordinance.

If you have questions, please contact Megan Pedersen, Director, Office of Labor Relations, at 206-263-2898.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosure

cc:	King County Councilmembers
		ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff
			  Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Council
	Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget
	Megan Pedersen, Director, Office of Labor Relations
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	Ken Price, President, Amalgamated Transit Union, Local 587
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