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February 1, 2006
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Enclosed for King County Council consideration is an ordinance approving the Skyway Water & Sewer District (District) 2004 Comprehensive Water System Plan and Sewer Comprehensive Plan (Plans).  Approval of the Plans is required under K.C.C. 13.24 as a prerequisite to granting right-of-way franchises and construction permits and to indicate to state regulatory agencies that the Plans are consistent with King County comprehensive plans.  The Plans discuss the system improvements necessary to provide water and sewer service to current and future populations served by the Skyway Water & Sewer District.
The Skyway Water & Sewer District currently provides water and sewer service in south central King County to the citizens of unincorporated King County, and encompasses the areas commonly known as the Skyway Hill, Bryn Mawr and Lakeridge.  The water service area is approximately 1.8 square miles while the sewer service area is approximately 2.7 square miles.  The District provides water service to approximately 10,000 residents and sewer service to approximately 12,000 residents.  Nearly all of the connections to the water system are for residential customers (single and multi family) (98 percent), although several schools and commercial areas are also served.  Annual average water consumption is approximately 0.7 million gallons per day.  By 2022, the annual average demand is forecast to be approximately 1.0 million gallons per day if no conservation is realized and approximately 0.8 million gallons per day if the modest conservation programs are maintained.  The District currently purchases water from the Cascade Water Alliance (Cascade) which has as its source the Seattle Public Utilities and has sufficient water to meet the projected 2022 annual demand.
The Water Plan includes system improvements for distribution and transmission including a capital improvement program valued at nearly $15,000,000 for the 20 year the planning period, of which, approximately $8 million are scheduled for the next six years.  The District will continually review the capital improvement needs and revenue availability, and make adjustments to either if necessary.
The Sewer Comprehensive Plan includes a capital improvement plan for pipe replacement and upgrades and lift station upgrades of approximately $31,000,000 for the 20 year planning period, of which, approximately $19,000,000 are scheduled for the next six years.
On September 15, 2004, the District issued a Determination of Non-significance for the Plan in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act.  The Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) reviewed the Plan on October 13, 2004, and requested that Skyway make the following changes prior to county approval: (1) reflect changes and comments in an August 30, 2004 letter from its consultant to the UTRC; (2) fully address comments from the Washington State Department of Health (DOH), particularly with regard to the ability of Cascade to account for 
20-year demand and supply; and (3) include a statement regarding the District’s commitment to evaluate its rates with regard to promoting water conservation, and making appropriate changes.  The requested changes have been made, and are included as part of this ordinance transmittal.  If you have any questions, please contact Dave Monthie, Acting Chair of the UTRC, at 
206-296-3782, or Tom Fox, Water Reuse Coordinator in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-5279.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  I would appreciate your review and concurrence with the proposed ordinance.
Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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