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April 28, 2011

The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

Enclosed for King County Council review and consideration is an ordinance authorizing the King County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement (ILA) between King County and the City of Sammamish (City).  This ILA will permanently preserve open space lands in King County by transferring development rights (TDR) from rural properties located within the Patterson Creek watershed into the City’s Town Center redevelopment project.

In developing the ILA, the City worked to identify specific rural lands that have a high priority for protection.  Sammamish officials identified the rural areas for Patterson Creek surrounding the City, as its “Emerald Necklace” of properties that are important to protect with density transfers.  These lands are also important conservation priorities for King County, and will act to maintain the County Urban Growth Area (UGA) boundary.

The agreement preserves land outside the City and also helps Sammamish to create parks and open space inside the City in the neighborhood where TDR-related development is occurring.
The TDR ILA has multiple benefits for King County.  It focuses new development within the City of Sammamish, reduces development pressure in the surrounding rural area, preserves open space and protects habitat for threatened salmon at minimal taxpayer expense, provides a model for similar TDR partnerships, and builds the TDR bank’s revolving fund to support future land protection.

The TDR agreement furthers the County’s Strategic Plan by encouraging stewardship of rural landscapes with incentive programs to achieve permanent conservation.

I urge the Council to pass this ordinance to protect important open space in our County.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mark Isaacson, Division Director of the Water and Land Resources Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 
206-296-6587.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine
King County Executive
Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Acting Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Sung Yang, Director of External Affairs and Government Relations, King County 


    Executive Office

Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget


Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)


Mark Isaacson, Division Director, Water and Land Resources Division, DNRP

