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December 11, 2012
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:
This letter transmits an ordinance related to King County Code (KCC) Chapter 6.64 Taxis – Businesses and Drivers.  This transmittal responds to a September 2012 decision by the King County Council to split taxi rate and fees issues from other code changes impacting the taxi, limousine and for hire vehicle businesses in the County.  The Council adopted Ordinance 17404 on September 4, 2012 in order to coordinate rate increase implementation with the City of Seattle.  These proposed modifications address industry concerns for public safety and taxicab standards, along with changes identified in the Lean value stream mapping event conducted by Records and Licensing Services (RALS).  That Lean effort identified process improvements to the for-hire driver application process that are incorporated in the proposed code revisions.
These proposed changes reflect a collaborative effort between the City of Seattle and King County to work for greater concurrence between City and County codes.  The proposed ordinance reflects King County’s Strategic Plan priority of ‘Service Excellence by providing for greater consistency and clarity regarding rules and regulations governing the for-hire industry in King County and Seattle.

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance.  An index of the proposed ordinance changes is included as an addendum.  This legislation will enhance King County residents access to safe and viable transportation options.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jodie Trueblood, Licensing Manager at 206-296-2992.  
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers

ATTN:  Michael Woywod, Chief of Staff

  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Carrie S. Cihak, Chief Advisor, Policy and Strategic Initiatives, King County 

    Executive Office
Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget
Caroline Whalen, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive 

    Services (DES)
Norm Alberg, Director Designee, Records and Licensing Services Division (RALS), 
    DES
Jodie Trueblood, Licensing Manager, RALS, DES

