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October 10, 2017
The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

I am pleased to transmit to the King County Council an ordinance designed to ensure that our Office of Emergency Management is carrying out its functions with optimum efficiency and care, especially during a disaster or other emergency. 
This ordinance would designate the director of the Office of Emergency Management as the County Emergency Manager. The ordinance was developed by the Office of Emergency Management, after reviewing several emergency management “best practices” and organizational structures in the U.S. They also worked in consultation with my office and our many internal and external partners in emergency management.
The ordinance also is in response to the recommendations of the King County Auditor in a report delivered to the Council in June 2016 on the performance of emergency management functions within King County government:
 
“The County Executive should amend the Comprehensive Emergency

Management Plan to designate the director of the Office of Emergency

Management as the County Emergency Manager and propose related

revisions for County Code section 2.56.030 to the County Council.”
Under state law (RCW 38.52.070) local governments that establish an emergency management program must assign emergency management responsibilities to a specific person. In King County, those duties are currently assigned to the County Administrative Officer, who has a broad and varied portfolio of responsibilities.
In order to ensure that the all emergency management plans, procedures and operations are conducted in an efficient a manner, it is prudent that this responsibility be designated within King County government to an official primarily devoted to emergency management issues. For King County that is our Director of the Office of Emergency Management. Passing this ordinance supports the Strategic Plan objective of decreasing damage or harm in the event of a regional crisis.
This legislation is a companion to an ordinance concerning establishment of an Emergency Management Coordinating Committee, which is being transmitted to you under separate cover.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Walt Hubbard, Director, Office of Emergency Management, at 206-205-4060.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc: 
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:   Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff  

   Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Council

Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy & Budget

Caroline Whalen, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive 
    Services (DES)
Walt Hubbard, Director, Office of Emergency Management, DES 
Kymber Waltmunson, King County Auditor
