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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Lise Kaye
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	Date:
	April 24, 2018



SUBJECT

A briefing on actions taken since the October 10, 2017 briefing to Council’s Government Accountability and Oversight Committee on security issues associated with the perimeter of the King County Courthouse.

BACKGROUND

Government Accountability and Oversight Committee Panel, July 11, 2017

At its July 11 meeting, the Government Accountability and Oversight Committee hosted a panel of Superior Court judges, law enforcement personnel and Executive staff to discuss security concerns around the perimeter of the King County Courthouse.  The panelists raised the following issues and described previous and anticipated actions:[footnoteRef:1] [1:  A more detailed summary of the panelists’ reports is available in staff report for the October 10, 2017 panel here] 


· Safety issues, including assaults on jurors and Courthouse employees, a bullet shot into Superior Court from south of the Courthouse; broken windows from thrown objects
· Illegal behavior, including drug dealing and lewd conduct
· Sanitation issues, including garbage, feces and urine

Government Accountability and Oversight Committee Panel, October 10, 2017

Panelists provided an update on actions taken since the July 11 hearing, briefly summarized below: [footnoteRef:2] [2:  See link in footnote 1 for more details on the panelists’ reports.] 


· Ad Hoc Security Committee Recommendations:  
· Immediately open 4th Avenue entrance to the Courthouse.
· Clean and scrub the sidewalks and outside walls of the Courthouse daily; pick up trash more frequently.
· King County Metro Police emphasis patrols.
· Facilities Management Division (FMD) Security emphasis outside the Courthouse.
· Request Seattle Police Department (SPD) emphasis on Prefontaine Park.
· Request SPD to remove tents and sleeping bags in City Park and next to the Courthouse.
· Follow FMD security recommendations.
· Create a process to allow tenants, litigants and jurors to report all incidents.
· Ask Metro to remove the bus stop shelter and/or seating on Third Avenue.  
· Advise jurors to use only the tunnel entrance from the Administration Building.
· Order Third Avenue closed as an emergency measure.  (split vote)

· Facilities Management Division actions, including increased training and jury wayfinding, as well as the following initiatives:
· FMD will seek additional appropriation authority for increased power washing and additional trash management (see King County Council Expenditure Restriction and Budget Proviso, below)  
· The City of Seattle is currently developing a map of public bathrooms in and around the Courthouse vicinity, is piloting a “Portland loo” style bathroom in Ballard and the University District in 2017-2018, and could consider for Pioneer Square in 2018 

· Facilities Management Division Courthouse Vicinity Improvement Committee action items include garbage removal, sidewalk cleaning, juror assistance, security, bus stop location change and removal of seating, social services/day shelter and City Hall Park and Prefontaine Place (including potential bathroom improvements).

· King County Sheriff’s Office reported that the Courthouse perimeter is technically within the jurisdiction of the Seattle Police Department.  The Sheriff’s office would support a request from the Council or Executive for increased security around the Courthouse but does not plan to initiate a proposal.

· Metro Transit Police.  Staff from Metro Transit Police reported that they have continued visibility and patrol with Bike Patrol officers.   

· Seattle Police Department has provided an increased presence, focusing primarily on the hours jurors arrive and leave the Courthouse.  SPD’s Neighborhood Corrections Initiative team (State Department of Corrections with SPD) and its Navigation Team are working in the area. 

Board of Health Resolution 18.06

While not specific to the Courthouse and its environs, the Board of Health unanimously approved at its March 15, 2018 meeting Resolution 18-06 supporting efforts for sanitation and hygiene infrastructure for homeless and unsheltered populations.[footnoteRef:3]  The Resolution calls for [3:  Board of Health Resolution 18-06 ] 


“implementation of a system for sanitation and hygiene infrastructure for homeless and unsheltered populations” and “additional investments by governments and service providers in handwashing, toilet and shower facilities for people who are experiencing homelessness as well as facilities available to the public at large in cities and unincorporated areas across King County.”

King County Council Expenditure Restriction and Budget Proviso Response

In November 2017, the King County Council added funds to the Executive’s proposal and included the following expenditure restriction and proviso in a supplemental budget ordinance, calling for the implementation of strategies to maintain cleanliness and security of the immediate vicinity of the Courthouse building:[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ordinance 18602 ] 


ER1 EXPENDITURE RESTRICTION (Ordinance 18602, Section 69)

Of this appropriation, $400,000 shall be expended or encumbered solely to implement strategies to maintain cleanliness and security of the immediate vicinity of the King County courthouse building. 

P2 PROVISO (Ordinance 18602, Section 69)

Of the moneys restricted by Expenditure Restriction ER1 of this appropriation $100,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the executive transmits a report providing recommendations for implementation of hygiene facilities in partnership with the City of Seattle in order to improve cleanliness of the exterior perimeter of the courthouse and a motion that should approve the report and reference the subject matter, the proviso’s ordinance, ordinance section and proviso number in both the title and body of the motion and a motion to approve the report is passed by the council.

The executive should file the report and the motion required by this proviso by March 1, 2018, in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff and the lead staff for the budget and fiscal management committee, or its successor.

According to Executive staff, the Facilities Management Division (FMD) implemented additional security and exterior cleaning efforts immediately following the July 11, 2017 GAO panel discussion, and the Executive’s proposed appropriation was intended to reimburse those expenses.  

On March 23, 2018, the Executive transmitted a motion and the report responding to the proviso to Council.  The report recommends that the City of Seattle contract for a non-profit operated hygiene center in the Courthouse vicinity in 2018. King County Council’s Budget and Fiscal Management Committee is scheduled consider the report and the motion that would approve it at its May 9, 2018 meeting.

Courthouse Vicinity improvement Committee Accomplishments October 2017 - April 2018

As summarized below, Executive staff provided an update of the Courthouse Vicinity improvement Committee’s activities since the October 2017 Government Accountability and Oversight Committee panel discussion.  Attachments 1 and 2 to this staff report provide an updated Committee roster and the status of the Committee’s action plan.

· Crime data collection: Ongoing monthly report on area crime statistics 

· Sanitation (garbage and sidewalks): Continuation of increased services 

· Security: Continuation of increased services and successful interagency coordination; Completion of Courthouse security assessment by FMD (recommendations underway)

· Courthouse 4th Ave. Entrance: Opened 16 hours/week 

· Jefferson St. Alley: 
· Completed installation of No Parking/Towing signs in alley and enforcement by Parking Enforcement Unit, in collaboration with SPD and SDOT. 
· Initiation of feasibility plan to install gate at East end of Jefferson St.

· Hygiene Facility Report: Completion of feasibility report to the King County Council

· City Hall Park/Prefontaine Park: 
· Long – term: Collaboration with Seattle Parks in the development of a design for improvements (to be included in Seattle Parks 2021-2026 capital budget); 
· Short-term: 
· Current closure and clean-up of City Hall Park and Prefontaine Park; 
· Researching feasibility of removal of Prefontaine Fountain

· Communication and Information Sharing: 
· Quarterly communication to all KC employees regarding safety and recommendation to relay concerns to KC FMD through the Security Incident Report web portal
· Inclusion of Security Incident Report information in KC new employee orientation
· Ongoing inter-jurisdictional communication as security/crime incidents occur. 

· Mapping: Ongoing updates to annotated map.
[bookmark: _GoBack]ATTACHMENTS

1. Courthouse Vicinity improvement Committee Roster
2. Courthouse Vicinity improvement Action Items April 26, 2018


INVITED

· Honorable Laura Inveen, Presiding Judge, King County Superior Court
· Honorable Jim Rogers, Assistant Presiding Judge, King County Superior Court
· King County Sheriff Mitzi Johanknecht
· Major Dave Jutilla, King County Metro Transit Police Chief
· Seattle Police Captain Thomas Mahaffey, Seattle Police Department
· Caroline Whalen, County Administrative Officer and Director, Department of Executive Services
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