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SUBJECT:  Transfer of the Three Forks Natural Area to the City of Snoqualmie. 
BACKGROUND:  
In 2002, the Council approved the executive-proposed Parks Business Transition Plan, outlining a strategy for addressing the major shortfall in available revenues to support the Parks and Recreation program of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks.  The Parks Levy was approved by the voters of King County in 2003.  A key provision of each of these is the transfer of county parks and recreation lands and facilities that are located within the boundaries of cities, to those cities.  

To date, since the approval of the Parks Business Transition Plan by the Council, the county has accomplished the following transfers:

· 14 in-city parks.

· 10 in-city pools

· 1 additional pool in the urban growth area
· long-term lease of 5 community centers 
· 6 parks outside city boundaries in the UGA

· 3 rural local parks

The Executive has continued discussions to complete transfers of remaining in-city county-owned park properties.  

The Three Forks Natural Area is a 528-acre property located in rural eastern King County in the Snoqualmie River basin.  It is situated at the confluence of the south fork, north fork and middle fork of the Snoqualmie River, in the vicinity of a number of publicly-owned undeveloped open space holdings.   Overall, the site includes over five miles of riverfront, and is dominated by riverine, riparian, and wetland habitat.  With its proximity and physical connection to other large tracts of undeveloped land, Three Forks Natural Area serves as a refuge and migration corridor for a broad range of wildlife.  

The Three Forks Natural Area was acquired between 1990 and 1998, in a series of discrete acquisition transactions.  Funding was from the Open Space bonds and the Conservation Futures program,  (a total of $1,592,495 from these sources) as well as $300,000 from King County and $1,000,000 from the state Interagency Committee on Outdoor Recreation.   These funding sources carry with them certain limitations on the use or conversion of the property, including that it must continue to be used for open space or replaced with equivalent lands, and that recreational forms are limited to passive, non-motorized recreation.

Of the 528 acres within the Three Forks Natural Area, approximately 158 acres is within the boundaries of the City of Snoqualmie.  The Executive has concluded negotiations with the city regarding transfer of that portion of the property within city boundaries to the city; those negotiations have concluded with the recommendation for the adoption of an interlocal agreement which would accomplish the transfer of the 158-acre in-city portion to the city.  

Three Forks Natural Area Interlocal Agreement

The Interlocal Agreement accomplishing the transfer of the in-city portion of the Three Forks Natural Area to the City of Snoqualmie directs the county to convey the property to the city within 30 days of the execution of the agreement.  Among the key provisions of the agreement are the following:  

· The deed associated with the transferred property will contain covenants which require that:

· The property will continue to be used for open space, park and recreation purposes, or equivalent facilities will be conveyed to the county or city.  

· The property will be used for the purposes provided for in the acquisition funding instruments—Open Space bonds and Conservation Futures funds—which prohibit both active recreation and motorized recreation, but allow passive recreation;

· The existing Master Plan for the Three Forks Natural Area will remain effective in the transferred property until a new master plan is adopted by the city; any such new master plan will provide for the preservation of the natural riverine and riparian ecosystem of the property;

· Access to, or use of the property will not be restricted for non-city residents in any way which does not also apply to city residents.  Any user fees will be the same for non-city residents as for city residents.  

· The city will grant a “River Protection Easement” to the county.  Neither party will be obligated to conduct maintenance, repair or other activity related to flood control facilities located in the area covered by the River Protection Easement.

Additional provisions address acceptance of the property as is, release for any defect or deficiency in the property, environmental liability, indemnification and hold harmless, audit and inspections, waiver and amendments, duration, and notice. 

Subsequent to transmittal of this proposal to the council, further discussions ensued concerning the need for coordinated management of the respective ownerships between the county and the city, in light of the intent that the transferred lands would continue as open space and riverine habitat, as part of the larger complex of area public lands which provide wildlife habitat for a diversity of indigenous species.  As a result of these discussions, proposed language was developed which would be added to the interlocal agreement, as follows:

“The City and the County shall coordinate to ensure consistent levels of maintenance and management strategies are provided throughout the Three Forks Natural Area.”
An amendment has been prepared which would substitute a revised interlocal agreement, containing the above language, for the interlocal agreement originally transmitted by the Executive.  The revised interlocal also corrects a reference to the total acreage of the Three Forks Natural Area.  

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2004-0462 (with attachment)

A. Intergovermental Land Transfer Agreement between King County and the City of Snoqualmie

2.  Amendment 1.  Revised Intergovermental Land Transfer Agreement between King County and the City of Snoqualmie May, 2005
3.  Transmittal Letter

4.  Fiscal Note
1
2005-0032 Staff Report Juanita Woodlands purchase grant agreement.doc
3
2005-0032 Staff Report Juanita Woodlands purchase grant agreement.doc

