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PREPARED BY:
Polly St. John
REVISED STAFF REPORT

As reported out of the Budget and Fiscal Management Committee

Proposed Motion 2002-0324 received a “Do Pass Consent” recommendation and passed out of committee with no changes to the transmitted legislation.
SUBJECT:
A MOTION concerning untimely filed petitions for tax refunds and authorizing the Treasury Division to make refunds.

SUMMARY:


Proposed Motion 2002-0324 would allow the Treasury Division to refund property taxes incorrectly paid by a taxpayer to the King County Department of Assessments.  Normally these property taxes may be refunded to the payee if statutory eligibility requirements are met and if the refund is claimed within three years of the date of payment.

Claims for refund made after the expiration of the three-year claim period must be approved by the county legislative authority.  Proposed Motion 2002-0324 specifically addresses a refund to be made after this three-year claim period.  The taxes subject to this motion were overpaid by the taxpayer from 1987 to 1997.  The proposed motion will authorize a total refund amount of $2,585.34.  The taxpayer incorrectly paid taxes on a manifest error in which the square footage of the land was incorrectly assessed.  The motion authorizes repayment of the citizen’s over payment.

The Chair of the Budget and Fiscal Management Committee previously requested that the executive bundle all refund petitions requiring council authorization on a quarterly basis.  The proposed motion complies with that request and covers the second quarter of 2001.

INVITED:

· Garry Holmes, Manager, Treasury Division, Department of Finance

· Phil Sanders, Property Tax Supervisor, Treasury Division, Department of Finance
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