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Metropolitan King County Council
Labor, Operations and Technology Committee

AGENDA ITEM No.:
       


DATE:

July 22, 2003
PROPOSED No.: 

2003-0342

PREPARED BY: 
David Randall
REVISED STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT: 
AN ORDINANCE adding new members to the King County citizens’ elections oversight committee.
Committee Action:  At its July 22, 2003 meeting, the Labor, Operations and Technology Committee voted to forward this ordinance, as amended, to the full Council with a do pass recommendation.  The vote was 3 ayes, no nos and 2 excused.

SUMMARY:

Proposed Ordinance 2003-0342 would add four additional members to the King County citizens’ elections oversight committee.  These new members would include a member from the Washington State Democratic Party, Washington State Republican Party, The Libertarian Party, and a member from the Chinese speaking community.  
BACKGROUND:
The proper administration of elections is an essential function of King County government and public confidence in the prompt and accurate counting of ballots is part of the foundation to a democratic government.  Unfortunately, public confidence in the management and operation of the elections office has been shaken through a series of problems.  

As the legislative body empowered with oversight of county management and operations, the Council has taken several steps necessary to ensure the fairness, openness, accountability and accuracy of King County elections and to restore public confidence in elections.   In a further step of council oversight of the King County elections, the Council created a citizens’ elections oversight committee to provide citizen oversight of the operation and management of the elections section of the King County Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division (Ordinance 14711).

The committee currently consists of nine members representing three King County citizens, the Municipal League, League of Women Voters, the King County Democratic Party, the King County Republican Party, the Office of the Secretary of State and a King County school district.  The committee will expire on March 31, 2004, unless the Council takes action to extend the committee.  The committee will monitor the primary and general elections in 2003.

Membership

Members are appointed by the executive from nominations submitted by the chair of the council and the appointments are subject to council confirmation.  The chair of the council submits nominations to the executive and the executive is required to transmit appointments to the council by July 31, 2003 (Ordinance 14711).  All appointments to the committee should have working knowledge of local or state government elections operations and management, a strong commitment to an accountable, transparent, well-managed and efficient elections operation in King County, a willingness to commit the time necessary to attend committee meetings and activities, and shall not hold or be a candidate for elected office.

Mission and Goals

The mission of the committee is to provide citizen oversight of the operation and management of the elections section of the King County Records, Elections and Licensing Division.  The goals of the committee are to make recommendations to:

· Improve performance of the King County elections section;

· Improve accountability of the King County elections section; and

· Ensure that accountability and performance of the elections section is provided in an open, transparent manner that is meaningful to the citizens of King County.

Responsibilities
The committee would complete the following tasks to achieve its goals:

· Review “The Final Report to the County Council on Reviewing the Election Process in King County” and the Office of the Secretary of State’s report which reviewed the November 2002 general election in King County.

· Review current King County elections operations and management, policies and procedures, business processes and business practices.

· Monitor the Fall 2003 primary and general to determine if improvements should be made to ensure the successful operation and management of elections in King County and to ensure that problem areas are discussed in an open an public manner.

AMENDMENTS:
There are two amendments:  

1. The first amendment would clarify the representation of the committee member who is representing the Chinese speaking community related to the federal requirement to produce election ballots in Chinese this year.
2. The second amendment would state that committee members need not be residents of King County.  Executive policy states that outside committee members should be residents of King County, although this policy is not codified.  Some Citizens’ Elections Committee members may not be King County residents, (e.g., the Office of the Secretary of State’s representative).  Therefore, this amendment would clarify that non- King County residents may still be qualified to serve on the committee. 
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