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April 26, 2012
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:
This letter transmits a proviso report on establishing a Veterans Justice Outreach Coordinator position in the Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS), Mental Health, Chemical Abuse and Dependency Services Division, to implement a Veterans Justice Initiative (VJI) for King County. 
King County Ordinance 17232, Section 69, Veterans and Family Levy states:

“Of this appropriation, $25,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the executive transmits a report and a motion that acknowledges receipt of the report that references the proviso’s ordinance, section and number and the motion is adopted by the council. The report shall be on the feasibility of establishing a veterans justice outreach coordinator position in the mental health, chemical abuse and dependency services division of the department of community and human services to implement a veterans justice initiative for King County. The report shall include, but not be limited to: 1) the review and recommendation for the veterans justice outreach coordinator position by the veterans levy citizen oversight board; 2) how the position would facilitate greater collaboration on veteran's issues and veteran's programs among King County departments and agencies; 3) how the position would collaborate with the federal veterans justice outreach coordinator; and 4) recommendations on the potential funding sources for the position.”
In 2010, King County approved the King County Strategic Plan. Goals of the plan include Justice and Safety, ensuring fair and accessible justice systems; and Health and Human Potential, which includes providing opportunities for all communities and individuals to realize their full potential. The VJI and Veterans Justice Outreach Coordinator position are consistent with the Strategic Plan and will facilitate greater collaboration on veteran’s issues and programs among King County departments and agencies.
As troops continue to be deployed to the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, it is critical that King County develop and implement a comprehensive response to veterans and their families. Having a VJI in place will help reduce the unnecessary criminalization of mental illness, substance use disorder, traumatic brain injury, and extended incarceration among veterans by ensuring that eligible justice-involved veterans receive treatment.

King County will be, as far as we know, the first in the Country to replicate the federal Veterans Justice Outreach Initiative at the local level across a countywide system. This type of commitment to preventing the unnecessary criminalization of veterans will help not only veterans, but their families and the entire community.

This report includes the review and recommendation for the Veterans Justice Outreach Coordinator position by the Veterans Citizen Levy Oversight Board.
It is estimated that this report required 127 staff hours to produce, costing $6,717.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jackie MacLean, Department of Community and Human Services Director, at 206-263-9100.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN: Michael Woywod, Chief of Staff




 Mark Melroy, Senior Principal Legislative Analyst, BFM Committee




 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief Advisor Policy and Strategic Initiatives, King County


   Executive Office

Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget


Jackie MacLean, Director, Depaartment of Community and Human Services (DCHS)

Amnon Shoenfeld, Division Director, Mental Health, Chemical Abuse and


   Dependency Services Division, DCHS
