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SUBJECT 
An ordinance approving the utility comprehensive plan for Fall City Water District.
SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2009-0081 would approve the Fall City Water District ("District") Water System Plan ("Plan").  Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by county code as a prerequisite for: operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans;

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan;

· reflects current water supply and demand;

· forecasts future water supply and demand; 

· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water;

· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of King county Code chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a Plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations. See RCW 43.20.260,
UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE FALL CITY WATER DISTRICT PLAN
The UTRC reviewed the District's Plan and found to meet the requirements of King County Code 13.24.  The UTRC recommends the County approve the Plan.  Highlights of the Plan's elements reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below: 
Service Area
The District operates in an unincorporated part of the Snoqualmie River Valley in the central part of King County located between the cities of Carnation and Snoqualmie.  Approval of the Plan will change the service area and associated water rights pursuant to RCW 90.03.386(2).  The change to the water rights has little impact on King County, but does conform the District's planned use to its actual use of water for a larger area. 
There are several smaller water systems within the District’s overall service area that are not connected to the District’s main distribution system.  The District offers satellite management services to those unconnected water systems.

Water Use Efficiency

Numerous statutes, KCC chapter 13.28, and the King County Comprehensive Plan require efficient water use.  Water use efficiency applies to both supply and demand management.  
Supply management: the District’s "unaccounted-for water" has been very low, averaging around one percent of the water produced.

Demand management: the District obtains water from six wells at various locations within the District’s boundaries.  Daily average water consumption for 2005 was approximately .28 million gallons per day (mgd).  Average water use per ERU from 2001 through 2005 varied by pressure zone between 184 and 373 gallons per day.  While the upper amount is high, due to past water use by nurseries that are no longer in operation, these amounts are within recognized norms.  
The District’s conservation program satisfies the minimum statutory requirements established in 1994.  While not currently subject to the Water Use Efficiency Rule adopted by DOH, the District already complies with most of the rule requirements and intends to fully comply with the rule.

Reclaimed Water and Regional Planning

The District’s service area does not include any centralized wastewater treatment facility and it does not have an immediate source of reclaimed water.  Nonetheless, in its Plan, the District identified possible opportunities for reclaimed water use, including a pair of golf courses.  The use of reclaimed water in the District does not appear feasible in the near term.

The District is committed to participating in regional planning and water supply development and has supported regional planning efforts such as the East King County CWSP.  The District is a member of the East King County Regional Water Association, the organization that undertakes planning for its members.

Ground Water Management
The District has a wellhead protection program for its six wells.  The District states its desire to serve its customers’ interests by protecting its ground water resources from depletion and contamination.

SEPA
The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act  checklist for the Plan and, as lead agency, issued a determination of non-significance for the issuance of the Plan on 
February 23, 2007.
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