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SUBJECT:  An ordinance relating to zoning, amending provisions governing golf course facilities within the Rural Area.
Summary:  

Proposed Ordinance 2002-0432 amends the provisions of KCC 21A.08.040 to limit any structures and/or maintenance and storage areas to the RA 2.5 and RA 5 zones.  Non-structural elements of golf course facilities (e.g. fairways and greens) would be allowed in any RA zone, provided, among other things, that the facility is not located within a Rural Forest Focus Area or within either a Regionally or Locally Significant Resource Area. 
DISCUSSION:  

The proposed text revisions suppose that “those facilities” referenced on line 66 of the proposed ordinance refers to the structures and uses outlined on lines 60 and 61 of the proposed ordinance.  If that were the case, then the revision would be considered minor.

However, if one believes that “those facilities” is a references to golf courses, then the notion that fairways and greens may be allowed within the RA-10 zone may be of concern. 

The current code text is not well written and either interpretation could be argued.  Unfortunately, the King County Comprehensive Plan policy (R-222, below) that governs regulations for golf courses is also somewhat awkward and subject to differing interpretations.

R-222:  Golf facilities shall be permitted when located outside of Rural Forest Focus Areas, Regionally Significant Resource Areas and Locally Significant Resource Areas, as a conditional use, in the RA-2.5 and RA-5 zones.
Attachments:  1. Proposed Ordinance 2002-0432
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