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July 14, 2003

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed for Council consideration are two ordinances, one approving the Snoqualmie Pass Utility District Comprehensive Water System Plan Update, and one approving the Snoqualmie Pass Utility District Wastewater Facilities Plan Update.  Approval of these plans is required under K.C.C. 13.24.  The plans discuss the system improvements necessary to provide water and sewer service to current and future users served by the Snoqualmie Pass Utility District (District).

The District currently provides water and sewer service for residents and visitors to the Snoqualmie Pass ski area.  The District’s service area comprises about 10 square miles and includes portions of both King and Kittitas counties.  The area within King County is about 1500 acres.  Snoqualmie Pass is designated as a Rural Town in the King County Comprehensive Plan and includes Community Business, R-18, and R-4 zoning.  It includes the Alpental and Summit at Snoqualmie ski areas.

The primary demand on the water and sewer systems is from the seasonal use of the ski facilities located in the service area.  Over 82,000 skiers visit each year.  This seasonal demand on water and sewer services is what drives the utility design and operation.  There are also approximately 200 single-family homes located within the service area.  Of those, about 25 percent are used year-round.  The water demand created by these uses averages 55,000 gallons per day; sewer flows average 98,000 gallons per day.  The discrepancy between water consumption and sewer flows is due to infiltration and inflow (I/I) to the sewer system and metering and accounting discrepancies in the water system.  The District is working to reduce I/I and more accurately account for water usage.

Water supply for the District is currently obtained from 3 wells; the water is untreated.  The District recently purchased the Alpental water system and has incorporated its water supply into the larger distribution system.  The District will need to consolidate water rights from Alpental and other smaller systems it has previously acquired if it is to meet projected future demands without exceeding its existing rights.  Until the water rights issues are resolved, the District has limited new connections to the water system.  Sewage is currently treated using a two-cell aerated lagoon system with disinfection and effluent spray application onto adjacent forested areas.  The sewage treatment facilities are located entirely in Kittitas County.

The District has calculated a future utility demand based on what appear to be extremely optimistic projections of future development of previously-platted lots (approximately 500 developable lots exist) and increases in seasonal use.  The water consumption is projected to increase to over 210,000 gallons per day (a 380 percent increase) by 2020.  Sewer flows are projected to increase to over 350,000 gallons per day (a 350 percent increase) by 2020.  In order to support these very high rates of growth, the District is proposing to consolidate existing water rights and acquire additional ones, and undertake a number of capital projects for both the water and sewer systems, most notably an expansion of their existing sewage treatment plant.  The combined 20-year capital programs are valued at over $15,000,000.

The Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) reviewed and conditionally approved the water plan on September 11, 2002.  The sewer plan was reviewed and approved by the UTRC on January 8, 2003.  All conditions of approval are included in the plan copies transmitted with the ordinances.  In accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act, the District issued a Determination of Non-significance (DNS) for the water plan on December 14, 2001; a DNS for the sewer plan was issued December 13, 2002.  The District has adopted both plans and the Washington State Department of Health has approved the water plan.  The Washington State Department of Ecology is currently reviewing the sewer plan.

I would appreciate your review and concurrence with the proposed ordinances.  If you have any questions, please contact Bruce Bennett, Chair of the UTRC, at (206) 296-1952.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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Darcia Thurman, Budget Analyst, OMB

Bruce Bennett, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee
