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SUBJECT:  A MOTION supporting the Puget Sound Meat Producers Co-operative (PSMPC) to purchase and operate a mobile slaughter facility to benefit regional livestock producers.
BACKGROUND

The preservation and protection of agricultural resource lands is one of the primary goals of the state Growth Management Act (GMA).  Consistent with that GMA goal, the continued viability of agricultural production by local farmers is an important goal of the King County Comprehensive Plan (KCCP).  

The KCCP was instrumental in starting a work program that ultimately resulted in the completion of the Rural Economic Strategies (RES) report in late 2005.  The main purposes of the RES report was to:

1) Identify important “clusters” of related economic activities in the Rural and Natural Resource lands, and 
2) Recommend actions (i.e. strategies) to ensure their continuing viability of these activities.  
The report concluded that agriculture was a key economic cluster in rural King County.  Based on rural resident input, the RES report included several strategies, one of which - Strategy RES-A3: Enhance the Agricultural Market and Economic Base – specifically called out the need for a mobile slaughter unit. 

During development of the RES, many of the livestock producers in the county cited their difficulty in creating added value from their livestock.  This was because many United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) - inspected and certified slaughter facilities had either closed entirely or relocated out of the area.  
With the closure of the slaughter facility in Sumner, WA in 2005, there are currently no USDA-inspected slaughter facilities located within 100 miles of King County.  This is important because USDA certification is necessary to allow livestock producers to sell cut and wrapped meats to restaurants, specialty markets, grocers, and consumers.  

Clearly, it has become difficult and costly for local farmers to process their livestock and poultry, resulting in many farmers either discontinuing or planning to discontinue their livestock operations.  However, in a recent survey, 116 livestock owners in King, Pierce, Kitsap, and 
Thurston counties indicated that a mobile slaughter facility would be greatly utilized and would allow them to continue to raise livestock.

In response to this problem, the Puget Sound Meat Producers Co-operative (PSMPC) was formed.  The PSMPC includes farmers, butchers, restaurateurs and other interested parties and seeks to develop better ways to produce, process and market locally raised meat for local consumers consistent with USDA inspection standards.  
One goal of the PSMPC is to establish a new mobile slaughter unit that will increase the profitability of local farmers by allowing them to:

· Access the value-added marketplace with their products, 

· Reduce the miles locally grown food needs to travel to market, 

· Provide opportunities to enhance the safety of locally grown meat, and 

· Encourage livestock farmers to strengthen stewardship and sustainability and support humane livestock production.

To date, the PSMPC has received commitments totaling more than $300,000 from contributors, including the Pierce Conservation District, King County, Cascade Harvest Coalition, Washington State Farm Bureau and local farmers, as well as in-kind contributions from the city of Enumclaw, Washington State University Small Farms, King County Washington State University Extension and the University of Washington.

MOTION SUMMARY

The motion expresses King County’s support for the PSMPC in its efforts to develop a USDA-inspected mobile slaughter facility and to revive the regional livestock industry and keep valuable farmland in agricultural production.

County staff and King County agriculture commissioners are also requested to work with the PSMPC by continuing to provide technical assistance and by helping to identify appropriate funding sources to assist in achieving the goal of providing local USDA-inspected slaughter facilities.
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