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SUBJECT

A briefing on the accomplishments and legislative actions taken by the Committee of the Whole during 2016. 

SUMMARY

The Committee of the Whole took up over 80 pieces of legislation in 2016. These pieces of legislation were divided as 38 briefings, 26 motions and 19 ordinances. 

OVERVIEW OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Under the Council Rules, the Committee of the Whole has jurisdiction over the following items: 
· Items of interest to the entire Council
· Appointments to the State Legislation, Department Directors and the heads of key subordinate units of County government. 
· State and Federal Legislative Agenda
· The County Strategic Plan
· Oversight of Harborview Medical Center and 
· Local Government

The rules also state that the Committee “shall conduct regular town hall meetings on issues of significance. In 2016 the Committee held town halls on the following dates and in the following locations: 

	DATE
	LOCATION

	April 6th
	Gracie Hansen Community Center, Ravensdale

	May 18th
	Evergreen Middle School, Redmond



Ordinances: 
The Committee, with expected action today, will have approved 19 ordinances during 2016. Highlights from these ordinances include: 
· A charter amendment making the office of King County Prosecuting Attorney non-partisan
· A charter amendment making the County Charter gender neutral. 
· Approval of the new management agreement covering operation of Harborview Medical Center
· Allowances for participation in Council and Committee meetings via electronic means

Motions: 
The Committee passed 25 motions during 2016. Highlights from these motions are included below: 
· Appointments to fill vacancies in the state legislature and judgeships including the following positions: 
· Senator 36th District
· Representative 36th District
· District Court Southwest Division
· District Court West Division (2 positions)
· Appointments to fill Department Director and key subordinate unit vacancies including: 
· Deputy Director of Elections
· Director Transit Division
· Approval of the 2016 Federal Legislative Agenda and 2017State Legislative Agenda
· Other items of interest, including: 
· Direction to the clerk to develop a plan for making the County Code gender neutral
· Support for expansion of Social Security and Medicare
· Review and approval of emergent needs in the Roads Services Division
· Approval of the Regional Policy Committee work program for 2016

Briefings: 
Much of the Committee’s briefing program for 2016 was focused on the role of the County as a local government service provider. Of the 38 briefings in the committee this year, 15 were dedicated to reviewing the County’s role in providing local government services. Additionally, 12 focused on the role of the County is in regional service provision with an additional 5 focused on emergency preparedness. 
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