
FISCAL NOTE

	Ordinance/Motion No.:
Third Quarter Omnibus 2003 

	Title:     Caseload and Non-CX Reimbursement Increases for the Office of the Public Defender (OPD) 

	Affected Agency and/or Agencies:     Office of the Public Defender 

	Note Prepared by:
Jill Fairlee

	Note Reviewed by:
Beth Goldberg

	
Impact of the above legislation on the fiscal affairs of King County is estimated to be:  

	
Revenue to:

	Fund Title
	Fund Code
	Revenue

Source
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Current Expense
	0010
	Fund Balance  1
	1,592,454
	1,672,077
	1,755,681

	Current Expense
	0010
	Executive Contingency 2
	1,431,434
	1,503,006
	1,578,156

	Current Expense
	0010
	WA DSHS Sexual Predator Funding 3
	13,635
	14,317
	15,033

	Current Expense
	0010
	Involuntary Treatment Act Funds 4
	25,726
	27,012
	28,363

	TOTAL
	
	
	3,063,249
	3,216,412
	3,377,233

	1 Source of Current Expense fund balance revenue: 

$942,488 from Inmate Welfare Fund restatement in the CX Financial Plan (2nd Quarter Report)

$649,966 from revenue increases (2nd Quarter Report) 
2 $1,431,434 from Executive Contingency (Brings 2003 Executive Contingency to $0)

3 Revenue-backed by Washington State Department of Social and Human Services.

4 Revenue-backed by the Department of Community and Human Services, Mental Health Division as a pass-through of Washington State funds.


Expenditures from:

	Fund Title
	Fund

Code
	Department
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Current Expense
	0010
	Fund Balance  
	1,592,454
	1,672,077
	1,755,681

	Current Expense
	0010
	Executive Contingency 
	1,431,434
	1,503,006
	1,578,156

	Current Expense
	0010
	WA DSHS Sexual Predator Funding
	13,635
	14,317
	15,033

	Current Expense
	0010
	Involuntary Treatment Act Funds
	25,726
	27,012
	28,363

	
TOTAL
	
	
	3,063,249
	3,216,412
	3,377,233

	Expenditures by Categories

	
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Salaries & Benefits
	
	
	

	Supplies and Services  5  (The agency contract service cost primarily supports the salary and benefits of attorneys in defender agencies.)
	3,063,249
	3,216,412
	3,377,233

	Capital Outlay
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	
TOTAL
	3,063,249
	3,216,412
	3,377,233


5 The out-year revenues and expenditures assume 5% growth in each year.  Given that a majority of the agency contracts is for the cost of attorney salaries, an average salary and benefit inflator of 5% per year was used.   

WA DSHS Sexual Predator and Involuntary Treatment Act (ITA) Expenditures and Revenues:
No additional Current Expense (CX) revenue is required in order to support the additional 2003 appropriation for the Involuntary Treatment Act (ITA) or sexual predator case expenses.  During the 2003 calendar year, Washington State authorized the increased reimbursement rates for sexual predator case expenses, so this request increases OPD’s expenditure authority with the understanding that those expenditures will be fully reimbursed by the State.  The increase for sexual predator case rates is based on the projected number of attorney and investigator hours and the increased hourly rates for attorneys and investigators.  The increase for ITA appropriation authority is based on a higher than projected number of cases.  
Other Current Expense Expenditures and Current Expense Revenues:
A total of $3,023,888 in CX appropriation and CX revenues is requested as these expenditures are not supported by any other source of revenue.  During the 2003 budget development process, caseload projections for all OPD case types were estimated in order to determine the corresponding expenditure level for OPD’s 2003 budget, which includes the cost of paying the defense agencies for the services associated with that projected number and mix of cases.  However, the actual 2003 caseload data, particularly for complex litigation cases, has proven to be higher than originally projected.  Based on the additional cases that must be handled by each defender agency in 2003, the revised number of case credits for 2003 was used to determine the actual expenditures that must be paid to each agency.  The difference between what was originally budgeted in the 2003 Adopted Budget (based on the old caseload projections), as compared to the new caseload projections based on actual cases through August 2003 and the projected number of cases for September through December, constitutes the basis for the 2003 supplemental CX appropriation requested in order to continue providing public defense services to indigent persons.  As there is no alternative source of reimbursement for these expenditures, a corresponding request for CX funds to pay for these expenditures is also included.    
The fiscal impact of this change in caseload was not anticipated while developing the 2003 budget.  The implications of these caseload trends are being analyzed and the assumptions will be built into the 2004 budget. 
	Expenditures
	2003 Budget

(Adopted & Carryover)
	2003 Supplemental Appropriation Request
	2003 Total 
Appropriation

	Involuntary Treatment Act (ITA) – 100% Reimbursement from State
	 $          780,210 
	 $          25,726 
	 $          805,936 

	Sexual Predator Cases –

100% Reimbursement from State 
	 $          294,264 
	 $          13,635 
	 $          307,899 

	Other Expenditures – Costs Not Recovered from State or Other Revenue Source 5
	 $     31,682,277 
	 $     3,023,888 
	 $     34,706,165 

	TOTAL
	 $     32,756,751 
	 $     3,063,249 
	 $     35,820,000 


5 Detail of expenditures for which no reimbursement is recovered; must be supported with King County Current Expense Funds:
Agency Contracts





$     1,851,745
Felony (Assigned Counsel)




$        408,454
Expert Services





$        680,366
OPD Administration





$          83,323
2003 Supplemental Budget Request (Not Revenue Backed)
$     3,023,888
9/18/2003  
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