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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES & UTILITIES COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	5 & 6
	DATE:
	March 17, 2004

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2005-0023 & 2005-0024
	PREPARED BY:
	Marilyn Cope

	ATTENDING:
	Lee Ann Merrill, Water Land and Resources Division


SUBJECT:  
Proposed Ordinance 2005-0023 would authorize the executive to execute a deed of conveyance in favor of the city of Bellevue for drainage related facilities within the city limits.

Proposed Ordinance 2005-0024 would authorize the executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with the city of Bellevue for the transfer of drainage related facilities within the city limits.
BACKGROUND:  
In the 1960’s and 1970’s King County constructed five “regional” drainage facilities for the purpose of channeling and diverting rainwater run-off and prevent flooding..  These facilities now serve the resident of Bellevue exclusively.  
Later, in the early 1990’s developers were permitted to construct new housing developments in unincorporated King County on the outskirts of Bellevue’s south-east city limits.  Per the requirements of the permits, the developers constructed drainage facilities and transferred these facilities to the county upon passing a final inspection and completion of the developments.  Once transferred, King County maintained these drainage facilities.  

In the mid 1990’s Bellevue annexed the south-east in-city developments previously held by King County.  At that time, King County did not transfer the drainage facilities serving these developments.  However, since that time Bellevue has continually maintained the drainage facilities in the annexed areas.  
In order to transfer the drainage facilities the executive would need to enter into an interlocal agreement, via ordinance, with the city of Bellevue.  A companion ordinance would also be necessary to convey the deed or title for these facilities to the city of Bellevue.  Proposed Ordinance 2005-0024 contains the interlocal agreement.  Proposed Ordinance 2005-0023 is the conveyance mechanism for the deed to the facilities.
Proposed for transfer are 46 smaller “residential” drainage facilities, and 5 larger “regional” drainage facilities in southeast Bellevue.  These facilities include easements, tanks, ponds, storm water control systems, discharge systems, infiltration systems, and similar facilities.  A complete list of these facilities can be found in Exhibit A of Proposed Ordinance 2005-0024. 

ANNEXATION POLICY: 

In October 2003 the council adopted Motion 11820 acknowledging the work of the Budget Advisory Task Force (BATF) and establishing policy to align “local and regional service expenses and revenues, through completing the annexation of remaining urban unincorporated areas as contemplated by the state Growth Management Act and the countywide planning policies”.  
One year later in 2004, the council adopted Motion 12018 establishing a more extensive annexation initiative.  The initiative further directs the council to focus on regional services and notes that cities are the “appropriate providers of local urban services to urban areas”.
ANALYSIS: 

Proposed Ordinances 2005-0023 and 2005-0024 would allow King County to divest itself of 51 drainage facilities within the city limits of Bellevue and are therefore in alignment with the policy recommendation of the Budget Advisory Task Force and the annexation initiative.  While Bellevue has been maintaining these facilities since the annexation of the aforementioned developments, this would formalize Bellevue as the responsible jurisdiction. The transfer of these drainage facilities would further serve to limit King County’s liability for risks associated with ownership and maintenance of the facilities.

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2005-0023 with attachment
a. Legal Description
2. Transmittal Letter dated January 5, 2005
3. Proposed Ordinance 2005-0024 with attachment

a. Interlocal Agreement

4. Transmittal Letter dated January 5, 2005
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