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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:              7

DATE: 

March 4, 2004
PROPOSED MOTION    2004-0066
PREPARED BY: 
Clifton Curry
SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE authorizing and approving the 2002 office of the public defender contract for legal services with Northwest Defenders Association.
SUMMARY:   The county contracts with four defender agencies to provide indigent defense for individuals accused of crimes or as a party to certain types of civil actions.  The negotiated contracts allow for some changes in the levels of contracted caseloads, but also require that agencies be appropriately compensated if there are significant changes in contracted caseloads.  The county’s Office of the Public Defender is responsible for administering the contracts.  The 2002 contracts for three of the defender agencies were approved last year.  However, the Northwest Defender Agency (NDA) was not included.  The 2002 NDA contract was not forwarded to council due to a pending lawsuit.  This litigation was resolved by an agreed upon settlement and the contract was signed immediately as part of the settlement.

This ordinance seeks approval only for the 2002 NDA contract. The 2002 contract for NDA is exactly the same as the 2002 contracts for the other three public defense contractors which were approved by Council on October 14, 2002.  

The work included in the 2002 NDA contract has been performed, NDA has been paid, and the County is satisfied that NDA is in compliance with the contract terms.  The total contract amount is $3,417,221.  During 2003, when the County was working with NDA to bring them into compliance and settle the legal issues, the agency was paid according to the terms of a letter of intent to contract which covers the period prior to execution of the contract.  Final approval and execution of the contract is necessary to memorialize the work performed, payments made, and requirements for records retention.

ATTENDING:
1. Jackie McLean, Director, Department of Community and Human Services

2. Anne Harper, Public Defender, Office of the Public Defender
ATTACHMENTS: 

1.  Executive Letter of Transmittal

2.  Proposed Motion 2004-0066
3.  Northwest Defender Agency 2002 Contract 

