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Metropolitan King County Council

Natural Resources and Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	3
	Name:
	Mike Reed

	Proposed No.:
	2003-0513
	Date:
	March 18, 2004

	Invited:
	Faith Roland, Acquisition Supervisor, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks

David Tiemann, Open Space Planner, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks


Revised Staff Report:  The Natural Resources and Utilities Committee amended the legislation by attaching a proposed Cooperative Agreement with a group of federal, state and tribal entities to support the receipt of grant funding in support of the acquisition provided for in this measure; the preamble to the ordinance was modified consistent with this intent.

SUBJECT:  Acquisition and transfer of Open Space parcels in Federal Way.
SUMMARY:  Several parcels of open space lands in Federal Way, featuring potential fisheries habitat and urban open space values, have been the subject of acquisition efforts by and the city of Federal Way, the county, and local environmental interests.  The parcels are in various stages of the acquisition process, with recognition that the ultimate owner and manager of the lands is to be the city of Federal Way, in light of the county’s strategy of focusing its management responsibilities on regional and rural facilities, with in-city properties transferred to cities. Those efforts have culminated in a recommendation to the council to acquire, and then transfer, the respective parcels, in support of urban open space needs.  Proposed Ordinance 2003-0513 would authorize the executive to enter into an interlocal land transfer agreement with the city of Federal Way to accomplish these transfers.

BACKGROUND:  Three parcels are identified for transfer to the city of Federal Way following their acquisition by the county pursuant to Proposed Ordinance 2003-0513; those parcels are as follows:

	Parcel Name
	Location
	Purchase Amount
	Acres

	South 359th Street Parcel
	14.23 acres, off 359th and Pacific Highway South
	$120,000
	14.23

	Pacific Highway Parcel
	½ acre, immediately adjoining the South 359th Street Parcel
	$1,915
	  0.5

	School District 210 Parcel
	32.81 acres, off South 363rd Place and Pacific Highway South
	$455,312
	32.81


These parcels are described as having significant potential for salmon habitat and open space value within an urban setting; while some agricultural or development activity has occurred on various pieces of the properties in the past, they are currently not in active use. There may be some need for limited rehabilitation over portions of the acreage to achieve full habitat and passive recreation potential.   The South 359th Street Parcel and the Pacific Highway Parcel contain wetlands that support West Hylebos Creek; the School District Parcel contains significant riparian habitat that supports active salmon habitat.  The county has completed acquisition of the half-acre Pacific Highway parcel; the completion of the acquisition process for the 14.23 acre South 359th Street will occur following the expiration of the redemption period for a foreclosure lien, in November 2004.  The 32.81 acre School District parcel will be acquired following successful conclusion of a grant agreement between King County, the city, and the granting agency.

The Friends of Hylebos, a community group active in supporting the preservation of wetlands in the area, has worked with the city of Federal Way and the county to accomplish this acquisition and transfer.  Additionally, the Natural Resource Trustees for Commencement Bay, made up of representatives of various state, federal and tribal agencies, has provided partial acquisition funding for the School District 210 parcel; that funding is derived from the settlement process associated with the Hylebos Waterway’s hazardous waste cleanup effort, which provided mitigation funding to be distributed by NRTCB to appropriate area habitat acquisition and projects, with the provision that those projects address habitat protection needs in perpetuity. 

Interlocal Land Transfer Agreement

The Interlocal Agreement (ILA) provides that, within 60 days of execution of the agreement, or within 30 days of acquisition of the parcels, the county will convey its ownership and/or leasehold interest or shared use responsibility, to the city of Federal Way.  

The city covenants that the property will be used for open space and passive recreation purposes, and that the property will not be transferred except by agreement that the property will continue in such use, or that equivalent lands will be received in exchange.  The city will not restrict access or use of the property by non-residents in any way that does not apply to city residents; any user fees will be the same for non-residents as for residents.

The city covenants that the property won’t be used in a way that would affect the tax exempt status of interest on county bonds related to the property.

The deed for the School District #210 property will contain language granting the Natural Resource Trustees for Commencement Bay (NRTCB) and the county enforcement authority for use restrictions developed by the NRTCB, intended to ensure the habitat value of the parcel in perpetuity.  

The conveyance of the 359th Street parcel is contingent on obtaining title to the parcel by deed pursuant to a King County Local Improvement Assessment Certificate of Purchase.

Standard provisions for observance of any existing title restrictions or agreements; condition of the premises and responsibility for operations; environmental liability; indemnification and hold harmless; audits and inspections; waiver and amendments; entirety of the agreement and modifications; and duration and authority are provided for in the interlocal agreement. 
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