[image: image1.wmf]
METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES & UTILITIES COMMITTEE

Staff Report
	AGENDA ITEM:
	4
	DATE:
	December 2, 2004

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2004-0347, 2004-0350
	PREPARED BY:
	Marilyn Cope


SUBJECT:  
Proposed Motions 2004-0347, 2004-0350 would confirm the Executive’s appointments to the Fairgrounds Advisory Board.
BACKGROUND:

As a result of the Parks Omnibus legislation in 2002, the Department of Natural Resources and Parks was directed to operate the King County Fairgrounds in alignment with the new strategic direction of the parks system, which focuses on revenue generation and self-sustainability, fiscal accountability and reporting, marketing, and the potential of the Fairgrounds to support year-round activities.  The Fairgrounds Advisory Board has the responsibility to provide direction to the Fairground in light of this policy and operational shift.
In October 2003 the council approved Ordinance 14776 which restructured the King County Fair Advisory Board into the Fairgrounds Advisory Board and provided new directions, roles and responsibilities.  The Fairgrounds Advisory Board is charged with the following responsibilities:
1. To provide recommendations, advise and assist in the planning and conduct of the King County fair and fairgrounds.
2. To function as a vital point of interface between King County, the citizenry of the county and key groups upon whose participation a successful fairgrounds operation depends.
3. To actively participate in the activities of the fair and fairgrounds, particularly with respect to revenue generation and agricultural and youth-oriented events.
4. To serve in a liaison capacity with participating groups and officials at the fair and fairgrounds.
5. To make recommendations on the proposed fair and fairgrounds budget.
6. To communicate directly with the fairgrounds manager and the manager of the parks and recreation division.

The Fairgrounds Advisory Board consists of eleven members one which is nominated and confirmed by the city of Enumclaw.  The City of Enumclaw has already confirmed their representative. The remaining ten may be nominated individually by members of the county council or by the county executive, or both, with final selection by the county executive and confirmation by the county council.  Three confirmations were approved by the King County Council in September and the appointment before the committee today would bring the total number of confirmed Fairgrounds Advisory Board members to six.  Board members represent the Fairgrounds interests and areas of expertise as established by Ordinance 14776 of fundraising, marketing and advertising, accounting principles and standards, event production and promotion, fair events and activities, livestock and agriculture, youth and youth oriented activities, the downtown Enumclaw business community, the City of Enumclaw; and the general public.

APPOINTMENTS:
Deanna Burnett-Keaner is a life-long resident of Auburn in district nine.  In her professional life she is the Director of the Business Development Center for South King County at Green River Community College and develops new strategic plans for the region in this capacity.  She teaches a class on small farm operations for the Washington State University Extension program.   Ms. Burnett-Keaner serves on the Economic Revitalization Committee for Enumclaw and Auburn, as well as the Chamber of Commerce.  Ms. Burnett-Keaner is interested in serving on the Fairgrounds Advisory Board to help the fair grow strategically and believes it has great potential to do so. She is being appointed to a two-year term set to expire on September 30, 2006.
Perry Dahlquist is a resident of Enumclaw in district nine.  He is a retired veterinarian and has worked as an animal inspector at the King County Fair.  Mr. Dahlquist has served as a member of the Enumclaw High School Vocational Training Committee, President of the Future Farmer’s of America, Kent Chamber of Commerce, Washington State Veterinary Medical Association and the South Puget Sound Veterinary Medical Association.  Mr. Dahlquist is interesting in serving on the Fairgrounds Advisory Board to represent animal health and welfare.  He is being appointed to a one-year term set to expire on September 30, 2005.
INVITED:
Dave Marks, Fairground Manager, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
Deanna Burnett-Keaner, Appointee, Fairgrounds Advisory Board
Perry Dahlquist, Fairgrounds Advisory Board
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Motion 2004-0347 with attachments
2. Executive transmittal letter for Proposed Motion 2004-0347 dated June 29, 2004
3. Proposed Motion 2004-0350 with attachments

4. Executive transmittal letter for Proposed Motion 2004-0350 dated June 29, 2004

