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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2026-0132 would change the Noxious Weed Control Program assessment in King County Code (K.C.C.) 4A.670.200.

SUMMARY

The Noxious Weed Control program, through the King County Noxious Weed Control Board, is a County program aimed at eradicating, controlling, and preventing the spread of noxious weeds countywide. The Noxious Weed Control Program provides services for public outreach and education, property owner assistance and identification, field surveying of sites, and weed control and eradication. 

Proposed Ordinance 2026-0132 would increase the Noxious Weed Control Program assessment per parcel and per acre to correct the assessment rate in Ordinance 20004. The proposed rates would increase $0.12078 per parcel plus $0.0001 per acre for regular, non-forest parcels and $0.00218 per parcel plus $0.00792 per acre for forested parcels. The proposed ordinance would increase revenues by an estimated $45,000 beginning in 2027.

BACKGROUND 

Noxious Weeds. Noxious weeds are plant species that are highly destructive, competitive, or difficult to control. Noxious weeds are regulated under Chapter 17.10 RCW and Chapter 16-175 WAC to reduce economic loss and adverse impact to agricultural, natural, and human resources resulting from noxious weeds. 

The King County Noxious Weed Control Board adopts a Noxious Weed List[footnoteRef:1] consistent with the list established by Washington State. Noxious weeds are categorized into three regulated classes and one non-regulated category. Under RCW 17.10.090, the County is required to regulate all Class A weeds, regionally designated Class B weeds, and any other Class B or Class C weeds selected by the King County Noxious Weed Control Board. King County agencies are also responsible for controlling noxious weeds on 40,000 acres of King County-owned property, 390 linear miles of trails, and 1,500 linear miles of right-of-way. [1:  The King County Noxious Weed List is available at https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/nature-recreation/environment-ecology-conservation/noxious-weeds/identification-control/noxious-weeds-list] 


Noxious Weed Tax Assessment and Comparison. The Noxious Weed Control Program is funded through an assessment of all properties in King County. The County imposes two rates: a rate for all properties except forest land and a rate for forest land.[footnoteRef:2] The assessment is calculated based on base rate plus an acreage rate. Table 1 identifies the assessment increases from 1996 to the present.  [2:  Forest land is defined in RCW 84.33.035 as "any parcel of land that is five or more acres or multiple parcels of land that are contiguous and total five or more acres that is or are devoted primarily to growing and harvesting timber." Forest land is charged at 1/10th of the rate consistent with RCW 17.10.240 due to a dense canopy cover that typically inhibits the growth of noxious weeds, thus requiring less control on these properties.] 


Table 1. Historic Noxious Weed Assessment Increases Between 1996 and Present

	Year
	All Properties, 
Except Forest Land
	Forest Land

	1996
	$0
	$0

	1998
	$0.85 + $0.09 per acre
	$0.085 + $0.009 per acre

	2002
	$1.50 + $0.09 per acre
	$0.15 + $0.009 per acre

	2008
	$2.10 + $0.15 per acre
	$0.21 + $0.015 per acre

	2015
	$3.171 + $0.2265 per acre
	$0.317 + $0.02265 per acre

	2019
	$5.32 + $0.38 per acre
	$0.532 + $0.0380 per acre

	2023
	$6.20 + $0.4429 per acre
	$0.620 + $0.0443 per acre

	2026
	$8.00122 + $0.58 per acre
	$0.81002 + $0.05008 per acre



As part of the 2026-2027 biennial budget and Ordinance 20004, assessment rates were intended to increase by 31% beginning in 2026. According to the transmittal letter for this Proposed Ordinance, the assessment rate in Ordinance 20004 is not correct and was less than the amount that the Executive had intended to collect. Instead, the per parcel and acreage assessment rates instead increased by between 13% and 31%. 

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2026-0132. Proposed Ordinance 2026-0132 would increase noxious weed control program assessment to match the intended assessment amount in the 2026-2027 biennial budget. The proposed rates would be a 31% increase over the 2023 rates, which matches the Executive's original intent under Ordinance 2004. Table 3 identifies the rate adopted under Ordinance 20004 and corrected rate in Proposed Ordinance 2026-0132. 

Table 3. 2026 Noxious Weed Assessment and 2027 Proposed

	Parcel Type
	Ordinance 20004 (2026)
	Proposed Rate (2027)
	$ Change

	Regular – Non-forest
	$8.00122 per parcel 
+ $0.5800 per acre
	$8.122 per parcel 
+ $0.5801 per acre
	$0.12078 per parcel 
+ $0.0001 per acre

	Forest
	$0.81002 per parcel 
+ $0.05008 per acre
	$0.8122 per parcel 
+ $0.058 per acre
	$0.00218 per parcel + $0.00792 per acre



If passed, the proposed rate would be assessed beginning in 2027 and no retroactive assessment for 2026 is proposed. Proposed Ordinance 2026-0132 is anticipated to generate an additional $45,000 a year in revenues over the amount assessed under Ordinance 20004. This amount was already assumed in the 2026-2027 biennial budget, as the revenue amounts were calculated presuming the higher rate.

If the proposed special assessment changes in the ordinance are not approved, in whole or in part, the proposed 2026-2027 Noxious Weed Control Program budget expenditures may need to be adjusted to account for the lower revenues.
 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2026-0132
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
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