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ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST
FOR 
REVISIONS TO
SURFACE WATER DESIGN MANUAL PUBLIC RULE
STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION MANUAL PUBLIC RULE
RELATED SECTIONS OF KING COUNTY CODE



Purpose of checklist:

Governmental agencies use this checklist to help determine whether the environmental impacts of your proposal are significant. This information is also helpful to determine if available avoidance, minimization or compensatory mitigation measures will address the probable significant impacts or if an environmental impact statement will be prepared to further analyze the proposal.
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A.  Background  


1. Name of proposed project, if applicable:

Revisions to King County’s Surface Water Design Manual Public Rule, its Stormwater Pollution Plan Public Rule, and related revisions to King County Code.

2. Name of applicant:

King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD)

3. Address and phone number of applicant and contact person: 

APPLICANT					CONTACT PERSON
	Mark Isaacson, Director				Curt Crawford, Stormwater Services
	King County WLR Division			Section Manager
	201 S. Jackson Street, Suite 600			King County WLR Division	
	Seattle, WA  98104-3855			201 S. Jackson Street, Suite 600
	Phone:  (206) 477‑4601				Seattle, WA  98104-3855
	Fax:  (206) 296‑0192				Phone:  (206) 477-4675
							Fax:  (206) 296‑0192

4. Date checklist prepared: 

11.4.15

5. Agency requesting checklist:

King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks Water and Land Resources (WLR) Division 

6. Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable): 

The proposal action is expected to be adopted and in effect on February 3, 2016.

7. Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to or connected with this proposal?  If yes, explain. 

None identified at this time.

8. List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, or will be prepared, directly related to this proposal.

No environmental information directly related to this proposal has been prepared.

9. Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other proposals directly affecting the property covered by your proposal?  If yes, explain.

These are non-project actions that affect the county as a whole, not any specific property.

10. List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your proposal, if known.

The county council must adopt the proposed revisions to the King County Code and the public rules must be adopted through the prescribed process. 

11. Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and the size of the project and site.  There are several questions later in this checklist that ask you to describe certain aspects of your proposal.  You do not need to repeat those answers on this page.  (Lead agencies may modify this form to include additional specific information on project description.) 

This proposal is a nonproject action.  The proposal will update King County Codes and amend the existing public rules that establish both standard procedures for drainage review and design of development projects in unincorporated King County and best management practices for controlling pollution from potentially pollution-generating activities.  The overall objectives of the action are: 1) to provide better protection of environmental resources and private property and, 2) to meet the intent of requirements of the Washington State Growth Management Act, the Clean Water Act, and King County’s Phase I Municipal Stormwater Permit (the Permit).  The update is needed to comply with the Permit’s requirement that King County's standards for stormwater management are equivalent to those of the 2014 Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington and that King County make Low Impact Development (LID) the preferred and commonly used approach to site development. A key proposed change to stormwater regulations is the requirement for implementation of flow control BMPs (aka LID BMPs) to the maximum extent feasible.  The update also includes numerous minor changes to clarify language, added technical guidance, and redrafted figures.  All of the proposed changes provide increased protection of aquatic resources.

12. Location of the proposal.  Give sufficient information for a person to understand the precise location of your proposed project, including a street address, if any, and section, township, and range, if known.  If a proposal would occur over a range of area, provide the range or boundaries of the site(s).  Provide a legal description, site plan, vicinity map, and topographic map, if reasonably available.  While you should submit any plans required by the agency, you are not required to duplicate maps or detailed plans submitted with any permit applications related to this checklist. 

This proposal is a nonproject action that will affect all of the unincorporated area of King County.


B.  ENVIRONMENTAL ELEMENTS  [omitted consistent with RCW 197-11-315(1)(e)]


C.  Signature 

The answers above and below are true and complete to the best of my knowledge.  I understand that the lead agency is relying on them to make its decision.


Signature: 	___________________________________________________
Name of signee:  Mark Isaacson
Position and Agency/Organization:  Director, King County Water and Land Resources Division
Date Submitted:  ___NA__________
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1.  How would the proposal be likely to increase discharge to water; emissions to air; production, storage, or release of toxic or hazardous substances; or production of noise?

Increased infiltration of stormwater as a result of the proposal to expand the use of flow control BMPs (aka LID BMPs) has the potential to increase pollutant discharge to groundwater. By requiring treatment for pollution generating surfaces prior to infiltration, the proposals seeks to minimize these potential impacts.  The increased infiltration of stormwater is expected to have a positive impact on surface waters by attenuating flows from developed surfaces in a manner that more closely matches natural conditions.

2.  How would the proposal be likely to affect plants, animals, fish, or marine life?

Increased infiltration of stormwater as a result of the proposal to expand the use of flow control BMPs  is intended to improve conditions that are supportive of healthy aquatic biota or at the very least minimize further harm, by attenuating flows from developed surfaces in a manner that more closely matches natural conditions.  
	
3.  How would the proposal be likely to deplete energy or natural resources?

The proposal would not be likely to deplete energy or natural resources.

4.  How would the proposal be likely to use or affect environmentally sensitive areas or areas designated (or eligible or under study) for governmental protection; such as parks, wilderness, wild and scenic rivers, threatened or endangered species habitat, historic or cultural sites, wetlands, floodplains, or prime farmlands?

The proposal is designed to manage stormwater impacts from development and redevelopment in a manner that more closely mimics predevelopment conditions. The benefits of managing stormwater under this proposal should extend throughout the ecosystem.

5.  How would the proposal be likely to affect land and shoreline use, including whether it would allow or encourage land or shoreline uses incompatible with existing plans?

This proposal will not encourage land or shoreline uses incompatible with existing plans.

6.  How would the proposal be likely to increase demands on transportation or public services and utilities?

To the extent that the proposal results in increased numbers flow control best management practices (BMPs) on private property, it will increase the need for inspections by King County’s stormwater services personnel. 

7.  Identify, if possible, whether the proposal may conflict with local, state, or federal laws or requirements for the protection of the environment. 

No conflicts are identified.
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