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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget and Fiscal Management Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	20
	Name:
	Jake Tracy

	Proposed No.:
	2025-0314
	Date:
	November 12, 2025



SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2025-0314 would update code sections pertaining to the Parks and Recreation operating fund and Parks Capital fund to allow proceeds from the 2026-2031 Parks Levy to be deposited there. 

SUMMARY

In April 2025, the Council passed Ordinance 19922, which placed on the August 2025 ballot proposition authorizing a six-year property tax levy to support parks and open space throughout King County.

The proposed ordinance would amend King County Code (K.C.C.) 4A.200.480 to require proceeds from the 2020-2025 Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Levy to be deposited in a subfund of the Parks and Recreation Fund, and that moneys for grant programs and capital purposes be deposited in the relevant funds for those purposes.

Amendment S1 would make technical changes.

BACKGROUND 

In April 2025, the Council passed Ordinance 19922, which placed on the August 2025 ballot proposition authorizing a six-year property tax levy to support parks and open space throughout King County. The ordinance set an initial levy rate of 23.29 cents per $1,000 of assessed value (AV) and was expected to generate approximately $1.45 billion over the life of the levy, to fund various purposes shown in Table 1 below.

Table 1. Parks Levy Ordinance Allocations

	Category
	Levy Allocation

	Off-the-top Allocations

	Woodland Park Zoo
	No more than $40M

	Seattle Aquarium
	No more than $12M

	Seattle Waterfront
	No more than $6M

	Memorial Stadium
	No more than $2.5M

	Pacific Science Center
	No more than $6 million

	Municipal Parks Capital and Open Space Passthrough
	No more than $25 million

	Aquatic Facilities 
	No more than $68 million, including 
$22 million for King County Aquatic Center

	Get Active Stay Active Grants
	No more than $10 million

	Healthy Communities and Parks Grants
	At least $30 million

	Community Partnerships and Grants
	No more than $12.5 million

	Ballfield Access and Preservation Grants
	No more than $13.5 million

	Percentage-remainder Allocations

	Operations and Maintenance
	40% of remainder

	Acquisitions and Capital Projects
	50% of remainder

	Town/City Passthrough
	10% of remainder



The ballot measure was approved by King County voters.

ANALYSIS

The proposed ordinance would amend King County Code (K.C.C.) 4A.200.480 to require proceeds from the 2020-2025 Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Levy to be deposited in a subfund of the Parks and Recreation Fund and would specify that these proceeds could only be spent in accordance with the requirements of Ordinance 19922. 

It would also specify that proceeds being used for grant programs and capital purposes be transferred to the Parks Capital Fund. The ordinance would amend the K.C.C. 4A.200.490 to allow the Parks Capital Fund to accept these proceeds and to allow the proceeds to be spent on those purposes. Get Active/Stay Active grant funding would be transferred to the Youth and Amateur Sports fund. 

Council staff have not identified any legal or policy issues with the proposed ordinance. 

AMENDMENT

Amendment S1 would make technical changes to correct drafting errors.

INVITED

· Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy, and Budget

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2025-0314
2. Amendment S1
3. Transmittal Letter
4. Fiscal Note
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