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Regional Water Quality Committee

Staff Report

	Agenda Item No.:
	8
	
	Name:
	Beth Mountsier

	Proposed Motion No.:
	2012-0217
	
	Date:
	October 3, 2012

	Attending:
	Pam Elardo, Director, Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD), Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

Sharman Herrin, Governmental Relations Administrator, WTD, DNRP


SUBJECT:  
A MOTION acknowledging receipt of a report in accordance with the 2012 Budget Ordinance, Ordinance 17232, Section 116, Proviso P1.
SUMMARY: 
In June 2012, the Executive transmitted a report (and accompanying legislation acknowledging receipt of the report) that is responsive to a 2012 budget proviso regarding his recommendations for policies to prioritize and complete Regional Wastewater Services Plan (‘RWSP’) directed projects to meet regulatory requirements, capacity needs and asset management goals.
The report responds to the proviso request beginning with a brief overview of the regulatory requirements applicable to the Wastewater Treatment Division’s (‘WTD’) Capital Improvement Program (‘CIP’) and then describes contractual obligations contained in the sewage disposal agreements between King County and local sewer utilities served by the Wastewater Treatment Division (‘WTD’).  The report then addresses the status of contract negotiations to extend or sign new contracts with component agencies.
In addition, per the proviso direction, the report includes policy recommendations regarding prioritization and planning for completion of RWSP activities during the horizon of the RWSP planning period and current contracts for most agencies in King County.   As noted in the report, the prioritization of capital projects acknowledges the regulatory requirements, level-of-service standards in the King County Code and King County’s contractual obligations to local utilities served by the regional wastewater treatment system.  

In the context of the regulatory, contractual, and codified service levels, and the Regional Wastewater Services Plan policies themselves – the Executive recommends a higher priority for implementation (of RWSP required projects) if the purpose of the project is to:
· Respond to the assessment of the risk of failure for an asset, process, or facility considering the prevention of potential impact to public and employee health, safety and property;

· Improve water quality while ensuring compliance with federal, state and local regulations;

· Ensure continued efficient operation and reliability of existing wastewater conveyance and treatment facilities;

· Ensure sufficient wastewater conveyance and treatment is available to meet the capacity needs of residents and businesses in the regional wastewater service area;

· Strategically increase capacity in the regional wastewater system in response to projected demand; and

· Further WTD’s mission to protect public health and enhance the environment by treating and reclaiming water, recycling solids, and conserving and generating energy.
A short briefing on the report was provided at the June meeting of the Regional Water Quality Committee.  
The Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (‘MWPAAC’) has sent a letter (Attachment 2) to the committee Chair commenting on reclaimed water issues and recommending amending the Executive’s report recommendations prior to ‘adoption’ of the policies. 
Proposed Motion 2012-0217 acknowledges ‘receipt of the report’, but the policy recommendations are not intended to be approved, adopted, nor to be codified or incorporated into the Regional Wastewater Services Plan.   The council had requested the report to understand the context of capital planning and policy recommendations as they move through the next two decades of decision-making and budgeting for capital projects.    
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Proposed Motion 2012-0217

2. MWPAAC letter to RWQC Chair, dated September 10, 2012
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