[image: image1.png]u

King County




Metropolitan King County Council

Physical Environment Committee
STAFF REPORT
	AGENDA ITEM:
	8
	DATE:
	February 24, 2009

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2008-0538
	PREPARED BY:
	Rick Bautista
Mike Reed


SUBJECT:

Proposed Ordinance 2008-0538 would facilitate the cleanup of illegal dumping in King County.
BACKGROUND:

For many years, illegal dumping has posed significant problem for King County and its residents.  Dumped material is unsightly, can decrease land values, attracts more dumping and can be the source of fires.  Furthermore, the material can contaminate land, streams, lakes and rivers, as well as nearby drinking water wells and can pose a health hazard by attracting rodents, mosquitoes and other vermin or a physical hazard to children playing in or around it.

Illegal dumping has significant public costs, with King County alone spending more than $2 million annually to respond to complaints, clean up dump sites on county lands and roads, abate dump sites on private lands and conduct enforcement actions.  Illegal dumping is also expensive for private property owners who, in addition to being the victims of illegal dumping, must not only pay for the cost of cleanup, but also must pay for the proper disposal of the waste.  For low-income property owners, even the County's minimum fee can be a deterrent to the removal of illegally-dumped waste, although King County has the lowest solid waste disposal fees in the region.

To address these costs, the Council recently adopted legislation that broadened enforcement authority for illegal dumping and require illegal dumpers to pay restitution to property owners in addition to paying applicable civil penalties.  
In addition, the King County Solid Waste Division ("SWD") has relied on the experience of past County actions whereby the County successfully used disposal fee waivers to help facilitate the prompt cleanup and proper disposal of storm debris following major storms and flooding.  
In May 2008, SWD launched a pilot program called the Community Cleanup Assistance Program, which provides vouchers to pay disposal fees for low income residents and victims of illegal dumping. The pilot program has been successful at facilitating the cleanup of illegally dumped waste and will ultimately reduce the County's enforcement and inspection costs. 

SUMMARY:

Proposed Ordinance 2008-0538 contains provisions that:
· Directs the SWD to continue implementing the Community Cleanup Assistance Program to provide vouchers or other waivers to cover at least the minimum disposal fee at King County disposal facilities for low income residents and victims of illegal dumping.  
· Requires SWD to publicize the Community Cleanup Assistance Program through appropriate outreach and other communications.
· Allows SWD to develop criteria and procedures for distributing vouchers or other fee waiver mechanisms as well as verifying eligibility of recipients.

· Authorizes SWD to limit the:

· total cost of the pilot program and the total number of waivers in any year, in order to ensure that fee waivers do not have an adverse impact on rates for other customers or solid waste disposal operations,
· number of waivers per person in a particular time period, and

· volume and frequency of waste disposal using waivers and the types of materials accepted.  
· Require persons receiving a fee waiver to assume all risks related to clean-up and disposal and to comply with all applicable legal requirements, including, but not limited to, safety regulations, waste acceptance policies and regulations governing covered loads.  

· Require SWD to provide a report to the Council within 8 months of this Proposed Ordinance's adoption regarding issues and recommendations arising from the implementation of such waivers and the impacts of such waivers on rates and operations.
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