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PART 1 - INTRODUCTION

The Metropolitan King County Council, in conjunction with the King County Executive, directs the government relations advocacy program through the King County External Affairs Committee process. The government relations advocacy program is charged with monitoring, tracking, and advocating the breadth of King County issues. In keeping with this policy, the King County Council and the King County Executive are requesting federal government relation's consultant proposals for the 2008 Congressional Session (Second Session of the 110th Congress) with options for annual renewal for two years. During the term of this contract, King County reserves the right to modify the scope of services to reflect changing and emerging issues.

PART 2 - SCOPE OF SERVICES
Services performed by the consultant would allow King County officials to keep abreast of developments on a broad range of issues being considered by Congress and federal agencies. The consultant will work with the county to develop and implement the county's federal legislative agenda, provide assistance on emerging federal issues of interest to the county, and assist in searching and applying for federal grants and programs. The consultant will provide advocacy, monitoring, reporting services, grants and other appropriation services, and coalition building, as defined below:
A. 
Advocacy Services

· The consultant will allocate 20% - 30% of their effort to transportation and mass transit. King County as part of the Central Puget Sound is considered to be one of the worst congested areas in the United States.  Special emphasis on how King County area gains major projects during the next reauthorization of Transportation Authorization is a requirement of this Request for Proposals.

· The consultant will work with the External Affairs Committee and county staff to develop a federal legislative agenda and an action plan for achieving the goals set in the legislative agenda.

· The consultant shall advise the External Affairs Committee and county staff with respect to proposed legislation including the timing and nature of direct contacts with the congress and the federal administration.

· The consultant will maintain regular contact with the administration, Washington State's congressional delegation, congressional leadership, key congressional committee staff, and federal agency officials involved in development of legislation and regulation, and grant funding for King County.
· The consultant will prepare briefing materials to be presented to Congressional staff, federal agencies, and interest groups on behalf of the county. The consultant will be required to set up meeting schedules with members of Congress, Congressional staff, federal agencies and interest groups on behalf of King County elected officials and staff.

1. 
Issues/Areas Covered by Advocacy Services

· Agriculture






· Economic Development

· Energy

· Environmental Protection

· Global Warming/Climate Change

· Health and Human Services

· Homeland Security

· Housing

· Internet Taxation

· Puget Sound Partnership

· Telecommunications

· Transportation and Mass Transit

· Threatened and Endangered Species

· Water Resources.

Advocacy items may be added to the legislative agenda plan at anytime through out the contract.

B. Monitoring and Reporting Services

· The consultant will monitor actions by congress and federal agencies on all issues of concern to the county. The consultant will attend meetings of public interest groups and national organizations regarding topics of interest to King County.
· The consultant will provide status reports to the Director of Government Relations and the External Affairs Committee on relevant issues and prepare memoranda and other information as requested by the County.
· The consultant will provide a comprehensive regular report on its activities and the status of the county's federal legislative agenda to elected King County officials and key staff.

1.
Issues/Areas Covered by Monitoring and Reporting

In addition to any other issues/areas listed in the legislative action plan

· Affirmative Action

· Criminal Justice

· Education

· Energy Policy

· Environment

· Forestry

· Growth Management

· Job Training

· Mass Transit

· Medicaid Reform

· Medicare Reform

· Public Health

· Social Security Reform

· Solid Waste

· Taxation and Municipal Finance

· Telecommunications (Including 911)

· Transportation

· Waste Water Treatment

· Welfare Reform

Monitoring and reporting items may be added to the legislative agenda plan at anytime through out the contract.

C.
Grant Appropriations Services

· The consultant shall inform the county of grant opportunities for various departments through regular and timely notification of grant programs

· The consultant shall assist in the securing of federal grants, including working closely with county departments, elected officials, and interest groups

Top priorities for the consultant's federal grant efforts shall include: 

· Criminal Justice

· Environmental protection

· Global Warming/Climate Change

· Housing

· Health

· Human services

· Social services

· Transportation

D. 
Coalition Building Services

· The consultant shall assist the county council and executive in building relationships within the National Association of Counties, the American Public Transit Association, and other groups as requested.

· The consultant shall identify other relationships to benefit the county council and executive in achieving the county's federal legislative agenda.

· When appropriate, the consultant will work with other local and state government agencies in effort to cooperatively lobby Congress on issues of interest to King County.

PART 3 - REPORTING STRUCTURE

The Metropolitan King County Councilmembers, Director of Government Relations and King County External Affairs Committee, in cooperation with the King County Executive, will supervise consultant services. All correspondence should be mailed, E-mailed or faxed:

Billing & Reporting 




Reporting

Metropolitan King County Council 


King County Executive

King County Courthouse



King County Courthouse
MS: KCC-CC-1200




MS: Kcc-EX-0400
516 Third Ave., Room 1200 



516 Third Avenue, Room 400

Seattle, WA 98104-3272



Seattle, WA  98104-3272
(206) 296-1000




(206) 296-4040
(206) 296-0198 – FAX



(206) 296-0194 - FAX
The consultant will develop and maintain an e-mail list of key county personnel for timely updates on emerging issues, grants, and programs.

PART 4 - FEES AND EXPENSES

· The monthly fee for the services described in this request for proposal will be $21,500.00 including expenses.

· King County reserves the right to contract with a single agency for all lobbying services or to use multiple agencies for its lobbying services and will negotiate fees according to service areas.

· Monthly reports and invoices shall be sent to King County by the Consultant by the fifth day of each month for the monthly fee relating to the preceding month.
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