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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES & UTILITIES COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	5 & 6
	DATE:
	March 3, 2005

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2005-0033 & 2005-0035
	PREPARED BY:
	Marilyn Cope

	INVITED:  Faith Roland, Acquisition Supervisor, Water, Land and Resources Division
                   David Tiemann, Open Space Planner, Water, Land and Resources Division


SUBJECT:
Proposed Ordinance 2005-0033 would allow King County to enter into amendments to interlocal agreements with twenty local cities for 2005 conservation futures tax levy funds.

Proposed Ordinance 2005-0035 would allow King County to enter into an interlocal agreement with the city of Auburn for 2004 conservation futures tax levy funds.

BACKGROUND:
Conservation Futures Tax levy (CFT) funds are collected throughout King County as a dedicated portion of the property tax and by statute are available only for the acquisition of open space and resource lands.  King County Code 26.12 defines the process and criteria for the annual allocation of conservation futures tax levy funds. CFT funding allocations are made annually by Council through the budget process, based on recommendations from the Executive and the 16-member King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee.  

SUMMARY:

The adopted annual budget authorizes the use of the CFT funds for specific open space and resource acquisitions.  In order to transfer the acquisition funds, King County must enter into an interlocal agreement (ILA) with the participating city or cities.  If King County has already entered into an ILA with the city for previous CFT acquisitions, the existing ILA must be amended to include the additional project.  The amendment describes the project and provides the funding allocation.  The ILA defines the terms and conditions governing the use of the funds and the county’s and cities’ responsibilities in implementing the project. 
PROPOSE ORDINANCE 2005-0033
Proposed Ordinance 2005-0033 authorizes the Executive to amend the ILA with the cities of Auburn, Black Diamond, Bothell, Bellevue, Burien, Covington, Enumclaw, Federal Way, Issaquah, Kenmore, Kent, Lake Forest Park, Newcastle, North Bend, Pacific, Redmond, Renton, Seattle, Tukwila and Woodinville to support acquisition of twenty-five open space properties and disburse specified amounts of CFT funds to the cities.  The CFT projects were presented to this committee in July 2004 and funding for those projects was allocated by the Council in the Adopted 2005 Budget Ordinance 15083.  Therefore, Proposed Ordinance 2005-0033 would implement the CFT policy established in the 2005 Adopted Budget.
The projects included in the amendments to the ILA are summarized below:

	Jurisdiction
	Project Name
	CFT 

Funds
	Approx

Acres
	Council

District

	Auburn
	Auburn Environmental Park
	 $ 70,000 
	28.90
	13

	Bellevue
	Greenway and Open Space system
	 $ 500,000 
	20.00
	6,11

	Bellevue
	Meydenbauer Bay 
	 $ 250,000 
	.30
	6

	Black Diamond
	Black Diamond Urban Growth Agreement Forest
	 $ 50,000 
	50.00
	12

	Bothell 
	Kaysner/Sammamish River
	 $ 150,000 
	.67
	1

	Burien*
	Seahurst Park Expansion
	 $ 125,000 
	9.10
	8

	Covington
	Jenkins Creek Wetlands & Habitat Protection
	 $ 150,000 
	27.00
	12

	Enumclaw
	Newaukum Creek Conservation Easements
	 $ 50,000 
	8.00
	9

	Federal Way 
	Spring Valley Ranch
	 $ 400,000 
	27.00
	7

	Issaquah
	Whitaker/Fowler Creek Trust (Issaquah Creek)
	 $ 200,000 
	4.40
	12

	Kenmore
	Urban Nature Trail System
	 $ 200,000 
	.50
	1

	Kent
	Canterbury Park Addition
	 $ 75,000 
	1.90
	13

	Kent
	Clark Lake Park
	 $ 150,000 
	 3.10
	9

	Kent
	Confluence of Mill Creek/Green River
	 $ 100,000 
	14.00
	13

	Lake Forest  Park
	Horizon View Woodland
	 $ 50,000 
	1.50
	1

	Newcastle
	Boren Creek 
	 $ 75,000 
	0
	6

	Pacific
	West Hill Passive Park/Open Space
	 $ 35,000 
	5.90
	7

	Redmond
	Howard (Bear Creek) 
	 $40,000 
	2.60
	3

	Renton
	Edlund Property
	 $ 100,000 
	17.87
	5

	Tukwila
	Duwamish River Mini Park Expansion
	 $ 75,000 
	.50
	5

	Woodinville
	Little Bear Creek Linear Park
	 $ 150,000 
	0
	3

	Seattle
	Uptown Park (Queen Anne & Roy)
	 $ 800,000 
	.28
	4

	Seattle
	Urban Center Park (East Capitol Hill)
	 $ 500,000 
	.33
	10

	Seattle
	Urban Center Park (International District)
	 $ 800,000 
	.33
	10

	Seattle
	Thornton Creek Park 2 Addition
	 $ 200,000 
	.50
	2

	
	Total
	$5,295,000
	405.08
	


PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2005-0035
Proposed Ordinance 2005-0035 authorizes the Executive to enter into a new ILA with the city of Auburn to support the acquisition of 2 parcels of land comprising a total of 4 acres located on the west side of Western Street, adjacent to State Route 167.  It is directly adjacent to a much larger existing city-owned open space to the north that is also located along the Interurban Regional Trail.   
The Western Street site fulfills the CFT criteria of providing both scenic resources and an addition to the city’s park and open space system. The property is identified in Auburn’s Park Recreation and Open Space Plan in the Mill Creek Corridor Target Area.  Part of the property is located in the FEMA floodplain and conserving the land as open space would allow for greater absorption of surface water in the area.  

The city of Auburn has proposed developing a school bus parking circle that would be restricted to less than 15% of the surface area of the southerly parcel and not permitted to incur on the western half of that parcel.  The proposed development would not be paid for or qualify for CFT funding and would therefore be an expense of the city of Auburn. Furthermore it should be noted that the disbursement of CFT funds from the county to the city is contingent on the acquisition and appropriate use of the property.  When the recommendations of the CFT Committee (as approved by the Council) are met, the county reimburses the city for the agreed upon sum as provided for in the ILA.  Therefore, the CFT project funds would pay for a portion of the acquisition of the open space but could not be used for the development of a school bus parking circle.  
Auburn has not received Conservation Futures funds since 1993.  The ILA established through Proposed Ordinance 2005-0035 will serve as the original ILA with the city of Auburn, meaning all future projects will be amendments to this agreement.   Funding for this project was allocated by the Council in the Adopted 2004 Budget Ordinance 14797.  Therefore, Proposed Ordinance 2005-0035 would implement the CFT policy established in the 2004 Adopted Budget.
ATTACHMENTS:

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2005-0033 with attachments

2.  Executive transmittal letter dated January 21, 2005
3.  Proposed Ordinance 2005-0035 with attachments

4.  Executive transmittal letter dated January 21, 2005
5.  Map and Photographs of the Auburn Western Street CFT Project Area

