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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2017-0229 would authorize an interlocal agreement with the City of Enumclaw to provide support for the 2017 and 2018 King County Fair.

SUMMARY

In July 2017, the King County Fair will mark its 155th year celebrating the County’s agricultural heritage. The County Council has partnered with the Fair in recent years, providing $35,000 in 2015 and $25,000 each year for 2016, 2017 and 2018 to support local 4-H Youth Development participation in the Fair.[footnoteRef:1] These funds are granted to the City of Enumclaw via an interlocal agreement. The City, in turn, contracts with the non-profit Enumclaw Expo and Events Association to manage the Fair.  [1:  2015 and 2016: Ordinances 17941 and 18080; 2017 and 2018: Ordinance 18409. ] 


Proposed Ordinance 2017-0229 would authorize an interlocal agreement with the City of Enumclaw to disburse the funds that have been appropriated for 2017 and 2018. The agreement outlines the uses for the funds, specifies the conditions under which funds would be provided for the 2018 Fair, and grants the City a two-year license to use the name “King County Fair.” The proposed interlocal agreement for 2017 and 2018 is similar to an interlocal agreement that was approved by the Council in 2015[footnoteRef:2] to cover 2015 and 2016. [2:  Ordinance 18080] 


BACKGROUND 

King County Fair History. The King County Fair was established in 1863 to celebrate the county’s agricultural heritage. The Fair was originally held in Georgetown, then moved to Renton around the turn of the 20th century. In 1965, the Fair moved to its current home at the Enumclaw Fairgrounds (now called the Enumclaw Expo Center). In 2003, in response to a crisis in the General Fund, the Council transferred the Fairground facilities to Enumclaw.[footnoteRef:3] In February 2009, the Council transferred Fair operations to the City of Enumclaw.[footnoteRef:4]   [3:  Ordinance 15634]  [4:  Ordinance 16369] 


The City of Enumclaw has managed and hosted the Fair each year since then. In 2015, the Enumclaw Expo Center was reorganized, with the creation of a non-profit organization, called the Enumclaw Expo and Events Association, and the hiring of a new General Manager for the Expo Center. In 2016, the Fair attracted 20,749 people, up 32 percent from the attendance in 2015.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Briefing 2016-B0165] 


King County 4-H. 4-H (Head, Heart, Hands, and Health) is the youth development program of the Cooperative Extension System of the United States’ 100+ land-grant universities. The organization estimates that it currently has more than six million youth members and 500,000 volunteer leaders in the United States.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  http://www.4-h.org/about/] 


In King County, 4-H is managed by the Washington State University (WSU) Extension. 4-H programs around the county include urban farming, wind turbine design projects, a horse club, a program to raise Guide Dogs for the Blind, and teen leadership conferences and training opportunities.[footnoteRef:7] The King County Fair serves as an annual showcase for 4-H members to demonstrate their projects. [7:  http://ext100.wsu.edu/king/4-h/] 


2015-2016 County Funding for Fair. In response to requests from the City of Enumclaw for assistance with Fair operations, the Council approved an allocation of $10,000 for 2015 from the Parks operating budget.[footnoteRef:8] In July 2015, the Council approved providing an additional $50,000 to the City during the biennium, for a total of $35,000 for 2015 and $25,000 for 2016.[footnoteRef:9] These funds were directed through an interlocal agreement to support 4-H Youth Development participation in the Fair. [8:  Ordinance 17941, Section 89, ER 1]  [9:  Ordinance 18080] 


2017-2018 County Funding for Fair. The 2017-2018 biennial budget[footnoteRef:10] includes $25,000 for each year to support the Fair. Because the interlocal agreement that was approved for 2015-2016[footnoteRef:11] expired at the conclusion of the 2016 Fair, a new agreement is necessary to disburse the funds for 2017 and 2018 and to set the conditions for their use. [10:  Ordinance 18409]  [11:  Ordinance 18080] 


ANALYSIS

The interlocal agreement that is Attachment A to Proposed Ordinance 2017-0229 would outline the terms for the County’s support for the King County Fair in 2017 and 2018.

· Parties. The agreement is between King County and the City of Enumclaw, but would allow the City to assign its duties with respect to the Fair to a third-party, non-profit organization. (§ 1)

· Term. Unless amended or terminated, the term of the agreement will extend until December 31, 2018. (§ 2)

· Consideration. The agreement provides that the County will remit $25,000 to the City for the 2017 Fair within 30 days of the execution of the agreement and $25,000 to the City for the 2018 Fair, provided the City provides notice to the County at least 60 days prior to the start of the 2018 Fair. The agreement requires the City to support local 4-H Youth Development participation at the Fair during both years. The agreement also includes a license for the City to use the phrase “King County Fair” during 2017 and 2018. (§ 3)

· Use of Funds. The agreement required that County funds be use only to support youth programs at the Fair in 2017 and 2018. (§ 4)

· Amendment. The agreement can be amended if needed. (§ 20)

The agreement as proposed is consistent with the Council’s policy action in appropriating funds to provide support to the King County Fair. It is similar to the agreement executed in 2015 for the 2015 and 2016 Fairs.

LINKS

King County Fair: http://www.kingcofair.com/

ATTACHMENTS

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Proposed Ordinance 2017-0229, including Attachment A

INVITED

· Kevin Brown, Director, King County Parks and Recreation Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
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