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February 23, 2011
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:
This letter transmits an ordinance to revise the King County code to ensure that the County’s electronic equipment is recycled in an environmentally responsible manner.  
King County agencies recycled more than 90,000 pounds of electronic equipment in 2010.  The purpose of this ordinance is to strengthen the county’s electronic recycling and product stewardship efforts by ensuring that all county departments recycle non-working computer and electronic equipment through contractors that meet Basel Action Network’s (BAN) e-Stewards Standard for Responsible Recycling and Reuse of Electronic Equipment or equivalent.  This ordinance will also clarify county standards for surplus of electronic equipment. 

BAN is a Seattle-based non-profit organization that works to prevent trade of toxic wastes and ensure national self-sufficiency in waste management through clean production, the reduction of toxic materials use and by supporting the principles of global environmental justice.  BAN has implemented a system by which e-waste recyclers, refurbishers and processors obtain independent third party certification of their conformance with the e-Stewards Standard.  Some of the key requirements of the e-Stewards Standard include:

· Full compliance with existing international hazardous waste treaties for exports and imports of electronics, specifically prohibiting the export of hazardous waste from developed countries to developing countries;
· Safe on-site handling of hazardous e-waste as well as workplace toxins monitoring;
· Prohibition on use of prison and child labor in handling recycled electronics;
· Accountability for the entire downstream recycling chain for the toxic materials; and 

· Provision of site-closure plans when potentially hazardous processing technologies have been used.
Computers, monitors, televisions and cell phones are prohibited from disposal in King County.  Although electronics recycling in 2010 was carried out through a local electronics recycler that follows the e-Stewards Standards, there is nothing in county code that would prohibit departments from using a contractor that is not a BAN-approved recycler. 
This ordinance also ensures that only electronic equipment that is functioning or in good working order can be surplused by county departments, which reduces the risk of non-working equipment being disposed of or recycled improperly by a third party purchasing the equipment at auction.  Electronic equipment covered under the ordinance includes monitors, televisions, CPUs, circuit boards, power supplies, laptop computers, peripherals, VCRs, DVDs, cables, keyboards, mice, fax machines, printers, cell phones, telephones and stereos.  It does not appear this legislation will have any fiscal impact on departments given that agencies have access to a recycler following BAN standards.  
Another purpose of this legislation is to clarify that electronic equipment being donated to nonprofit organizations should be centrally processed by the Fleet Administration to ensure that it is in good working order, that county data and inventory tags have been removed, and that consistent records of donations are retained.
This ordinance aligns with the goals and objectives of the King County Strategic Plan.  The ordinance addresses the goal to safeguard and enhance King County’s natural resources and environment by promoting desirable environmental practices by individuals and businesses.  It also minimizes King County’s operational environmental footprint by contracting with vendors that have been certified as companies that process electronic equipment in the most environmentally sound manner possible.
If you have any questions about this ordinance, please contact Kevin Kiernan, Division Director of the Solid Waste Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 
206-296-4385 or kevin.kiernan@kingcounty.gov. 
I urge the council to adopt this ordinance.
Sincerely,
Dow Constantine
King County Executive 
Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers

         ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff


Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council
Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget 

Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)
Kevin Kiernan, Division Director, Solid Waste Division, DNRP
