
[image: image1.wmf]
Metropolitan King County Council
Growth Management and Unincorporated Areas Committee

Staff Report

	Agenda Item No.:
	4
	Name
	Megan Smith

	Briefing No:
	2005-B0094
Rural Economic Development Strategy 

	Date:
	July 19, 2005

	Invited:
	Karen Wolf, Senior Executive Policy Analyst, King County Executive’s Office
Ray Moser, Manager, Economic Development, Office of Business Relations and Economic Development (BRED)

Julia Larson, Rural Economic Strategy Coordinator, BRED
	
	


Background:  

As part of the 2004 Comprehensive Plan Update, the Council updated Policy E-106 and added Policy E-107 (excerpted below) directing the Executive to complete a Rural Economic Development Strategy.  The adopting ordinance for the 2004 Comprehensive Plan Update (Ordinance 15028) further directed that the Rural Economic Development Study be completed and transmitted to the Council by December 31, 2005. 

R-106

King County recognizes and supports home occupations, home industries, and other small businesses that provide services to the rural residents and are part of traditional rural economic activities and lifestyles found in King County’s Rural Area. The county shall review its regulations and programs to preserve this component of the county’s Rural Area. The Executive shall provide this analysis of the regulations and programs, along with any recommended code changes, for review by the King County Council by December 31, 2005. 

R-107

King County shall develop and implement a rural economic development strategy, which shall be consistent with the character and service levels of the Rural Area. The strategy shall be developed in coordination with the Rural Forest Commission, the Agricultural Commission, interested rural citizens, and other stakeholders.  This strategy shall be transmitted to the King County Council by December 31, 2005, and shall include the following components:

a. Identification of rural economic development policies, goals, objectives and implementation tools necessary to bring income to the businesses and residents of rural King County with the strictures of GMA;

b. Establishment of an action plan that will identify roles, expected outcomes, milestones and schedules; 

c. Assessment of the strengths, weaknesses, challenges and opportunities faced by the King County rural economy;
d. Inventory of the existing supply of commercial and industrial lands in the Rural Area an assessment of its sufficiency over the 20-year planning horizon;
e. Identification of the types of businesses that should be encouraged and supported in rural areas;

f. Identification of current obstacles to overall rural economic development as well as impediments to the location or expansion of favored industries that are consistent with rural character;

g. Identification of the implementation tools capable of supporting and encouraging the retention, expansion and relocation of favored businesses; and 

h. Consistent with and in support of the APD and FPD. 
As part of the 2005 budget adoption process, the Council included a $130,000 expenditure restriction tied to the development of a Rural Economic Development Strategy in the budget for the Business Relations and Economic Development (BRED).

BRED has hired staff to complete the Rural Economic Development Strategy, and is holding public meetings during the month of July in three locations in the rural area: Enumclaw, Vashon, and Carnation. 
The purpose of today’s briefing is for Executive staff to provide an update to GMUAC members on their progress, approach, and schedule for development of the Rural Economic Development Strategy.  

ATTACHMENTS:
none.
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