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SUMMARY
In 2012, King County adopted a comprehensive action plan, the Strategic Climate Action Plan, for how County government can reduce climate pollution and prepare for the impacts of climate change.  This year the Transportation, Economy, and Environment ("TrEE") Committee has focused on implementing this foundational plan with four focus sessions to take an in-depth look at the goals and programs outlined in the plan.  Today’s briefing is the fourth of these briefings and will explore the goals for the agriculture, forestry, and preparing for climate change sections of the plan. 
BACKGROUND


King County Strategic Climate Action Plan 
In February 2012, the Council passed Ordinance 17270 which required the Executive to develop a Strategic Climate Action Plan ("SCAP"). The goals of this Plan are to provide: (1) “one-stop-shopping” on the issue of climate change for elected officials, staff, and community members; (2) help agencies coordinate their work; and (3) inform the business plans and budgets of individual County agencies.  SCAP is the first cross-functional plan developed using the framework of strategic planning established in the 2010-2014 King County Strategic Plan ("KCSP”).  The SCAP summarizes King County’s goals, objectives, strategies and actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and prepare for the effects of climate change.  It includes goals and objectives for both internal government operations and the services King County provides to the community. 
The 2012 SCAP is organized around five goal areas of climate change action. These are listed below.  
The five goal areas include:

1.
Transportation and Land Use 

2.
Energy

3.
Forests and Agriculture

4.
Consumption and Materials Management

5.
Preparing for Climate Change Impacts

Over the course of the year, Executive and Council staff worked collaboratively to develop the SCAP.  The Council adopted it in December 2012.

SCAP Briefings a Key Part of 2013 TrEE Committee Workplan
This year the TrEE Committee is focused on implementing this foundational plan with four briefings to take an in-depth look at the goals and programs outlined in the SCAP.  The first briefing occurred in February and provided background on King County’s green house gas (GHG) emissions inventory and Consumption and Materials Management (Goal Area #4).  The second briefing was in April and focused on the Goal Area of Transportation and Land Use (Goal Area #1). The third briefing discussed King County’s actions to reduce GHG emissions through reduced energy use and increased renewable energy production (Goal Area #2).  
Today’s briefing will discuss forestry and agriculture (Goal Area #3) and preparing for the impacts of climate change (Goal Area #5). The briefing will also provide a high level summary of the National Climate Action Plan. 
TODAY'S BRIEFING 
Forests and Agriculture

The Forests and Agriculture goal area of the SCAP includes strategies to preserve forest and agricultural land and to encourage careful stewardship. Preserving forest land and managing forests for health and resilience can significantly increase the quantity of carbon stores on these lands.
Performance Measures

The SCAP includes performance measures and targets for each major goal area.  For forests and agriculture, the SCAP includes three measures:

Measure 1: Percentage of privately owned rural acreage that has stewardship plans or is enrolled in current use taxation incentives programs. 

The target for this measure is to enroll 500 additional acres per year of privately owned rural acreage that has stewardship plans or is enrolled in Open Space (RCW 84.34) and Forest Land (RCW 84.33) current use taxation incentive programs. Executive staff report that in 2012 700 acres were added to open space taxation programs. 
Measure 2: Privately owned forest lands permanently conserved through easements that remove the development rights

The target is 200,000 forest acres permanently conserved through easements that remove the development rights by 2016. According to Executive staff, with the pending conservation easement for 43,000 acres of the White River Forest, this will achieve the SCAP target.
Measure 3: King County agriculture lands permanently conserved through easements that remove the development rights. 
The SCAP reported that in 2013, the Water and Land Resources Division will collaborate with the King County Agriculture Commission to establish a goal for the number of acres preserved in the Farmland Preservation Program. As of the writing of this staff report, a target has not yet been established.
Preparing for the Impacts of Climate Change

The Preparing for Climate Change Impacts goal area includes strategies to work with local cities and other partners to prepare for the effects of climate change on the environment, human health and the economy. The SCAP also includes strategies to plan and prepare for the likely impacts of climate change on County-owned facilities, infrastructure, and natural resources.
Performance Measures

Measure 1: Number of King County homes at risk of flooding or river channel migration
The 2012 SCAP reported that a target is being developed as part of the King County Flood Hazard Management Update (FHMU), which will be adopted by the King County Council and King County Flood Control District Board of Supervisors in 2013. However, the comprehensive update anticipated in the 2012 SCAP will not be done until sometime in late 2015 due to United States Army Corps of Engineers project on the Green River which will inform many of the policy decisions of the new FHMU.
Measure 2: Number of key facilities and natural resource assets and programs assessed for vulnerability to climate change impacts.
Measure 3: Number of key facilities and natural resource assets and programs vulnerable to climate change impacts that implement a plan for reducing likely impacts. 

The SCAP reports targets for these measures will be developed as part of the 2015 SCAP update.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Goal Area 3: Forests and Agriculture, pages 27-32 of the 2012 Strategic Climate Action Plan.
2. Goal Area 4: Preparing for Climate Change Impacts, pages 39-41 of the 2012 Strategic Climate Action Plan.

3. Power Point presentation
4 of 4

