[image: image1.png]u

King County




METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

GROWTH MANAGEMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	5
	DATE:
	April 8, 2008

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2008-0159
	PREPARED BY:
	Mike Reed


SUBJECT:  An Ordinance authorizing an interlocal agreement between King County, the city of Burien, the city of SeaTac, city of Normandy Park, the Port of Seattle and the state of Washington Department of Transportation for Miller Creek/ Walker Creek Basin Stewardship and Basin Monitoring. 
SUMMARY: 
In 2002, the Council authorized the Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with local and state jurisdictions whose responsibilities impact surface water and stormwater concerns in the Miller and Walker Creek watersheds in south King County.  The agreement was intended to guide a planning effort focused on addressing flooding, water quality, and habitat concerns in the basin—concerns resulting from the proliferation of impervious surfaces in local development.  Participating governments included the Washington Department of Transportation, the Port of Seattle, the cities of Burien,  Sea Tac, and King County, and later, Normandy Park.  The legislation authorized the jurisdictions to jointly develop a basin plan to address surface water problems in the Miller and Walker Creek basins.  
The Miller and Walker Creek watersheds encompass portions of the unincorporated King County area of White Center/North Highline, portions of the cities of Burien and SeaTac, SeaTac Airport and State highways 509 and 518.  These watersheds encompass approximately 6,500 acres of urban area with a mix of residential and commercial property and open space. 

These areas were urbanized long before current environmental protective standards were in place.  Existing and continuing development in these areas has resulted in flooding, and water quality and habitat degradation problems.   The Basin Plan was intended to create a sound basis for interjurisdictional/interagency surface water management in the watersheds.  Planning costs were to be shared, based in part on the proportion of impervious surface each jurisdiction was responsible for within the basin. 
The Miller and Walker Creeks Basin Plan is now complete.  The plan describes current basin conditions, including surface water problems within the basin, and makes recommendations to improve the Creeks and protect them from the impacts of development.  The plan places emphasis on the effects of impervious surfaces, which resist water penetration, on the hydrology of the basin; and describes the resulting stormwater, habitat, and water quality results.  Key among the findings is the condition of extensive flooding that has resulted from interruption of the basin’s natural hydrology.  The plan notes that major regional facilities, including Sea Tac Airport, Highways 509 and 518, and extensive urban-style development have resulted in impervious surface coverage of over one-fifth of the land area of the basin.  Problems resulting include:
· Erosive flows that prevent accumulation of gravels needed by salmon for habitat purposes;

· Lack of riparian buffer areas that can protect habitat values for streams;

· Lack of Large Woody Debris to gather spawning gravels, house aquatic organisms, and to form pools within streams;

· Elevated levels of metals which are toxic to fisheries, as well as elevated levels of fecal coliform;

Goals established to address the problems identified, include:

· Reduce current high flows and erosion in the basin to a level that allows for protection and restoration of stream characteristics necessary to support fish use; these flow reductions will also decrease any current flooding or hazardous erosion risk;
· Improve existing water quality by reducing pollutants in stormwater runoff; 

· Protect existing areas of high quality habitat; improve degraded habitat by re-establishing finer-grained gravels in the stream bed, thereby allowing formation of instream food sources and spawning areas, improving riparian areas, and restoring the most important areas of habitat.  
The plan identifies a sequence of specific objectives associated with these goals, that describe how they are to be achieved.  The plan also addresses needs for basin monitoring, stewardship, wetlands purchase and protection, and capital facilities including runoff detention facilities.  

Cost share recommendations are based on the proportion of impervious surface that each jurisdiction is responsible for within the Basin.  Cost share allocations are identified as follows:  

	Jurisdiction
	Cost Share

	Burien
	53%

	Port of Seattle
	20%

	Sea Tac
	1%

	King County
	10%

	Normandy Park
	8%

	WSDOT
	8%


Proposed Ordinance 2008-0159

The legislation before the committee creates an interlocal agreement which creates a project management team, and assigns King County responsibility for day-to-day project management.  Each of the parties is to:
· Fund its respective share of costs; total project costs for 2008-2009 are approximately $219,000

· Designate a participant for the project management team;

· Provide any appropriate scientific data bearing on the project which it has access to.

The agreement also includes provision for billing (King County is to bill each of the participants for their cost allocations), duration (the agreement remains in effect until June 30, 2010), termination and amendment; indemnification and hold harmless.  Exhibit A to the Agreement provides a detailed Scope of Work for 2008-2009 Project Stewardship and Monitoring Coordination and Development.  

The attached fiscal notes identifies expenditures for 2008 from the Surface Water Management fund of  $12,193; total expenditures for 2008, including revenues contributed by cities, and the Port of Seattle, are $112,175.
Attachments:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0159 with attachments:

a. Interlocal Agreement for Miller/Walker Creeks Basin Stewardship and Basin MOnitoring Coordination and Development
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