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Metropolitan King County Council
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	Proposed No.:
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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2017-0262 would confirm the appointment of Laurie Benson, who resides in Council District 2, to the King County Rural Forest Commission, as the Washington State Department of Natural Resources representative, for a partial term to expire on September 30, 2019.

BACKGROUND 

The King County Rural Forest Commission was established in October 1997,[footnoteRef:1] to review the development and implementation of strategies, innovative programs, policies and regulations that benefit forestry and to advise the County on ways to preserve rural forests and promote rural forestry.   [1:  Ordinance 12901] 


The Commission has 13 voting members selected to represent diverse and specific rural forest interests and geographic regions of rural King County. King County Code (K.C.C.) chapter 2.41 establishes the membership of the Rural Forest Commission. 

·  At least five members representing private rural forest landowners, with at least one from each of the following ownership categories:
· 500 acres or greater;
· 40 to 500 acres and for whom income from forestry is an important component of total income;
· 20 acres or greater and enrolled in the Forest Land Designation program; and
· Less than 20 acres;
· Advocates of non-timber values, such as environmental protection, recreation or open space;
· Washington State Department of Natural Resources;
· Affected Indian Tribes;
· Consumers or users of local forest products, such as mills, lumber suppliers, craftsmen, florist suppliers, or users of other alternative forest products;
· Academic or professional foresters, or forestry associations; and
· Rural cities.

In addition to the voting members, the Commission includes the following non-voting ex-officio members: 

· The directors of the King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Permitting and Environmental Review, Executive Services, the Office of Budget,
· A representative of the King County Council Natural Resources, Parks and Open Space Committee;
· A representative of the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest;
· A representative of the Washington State University Extension and 
· The director of the King Conservation District.

Commission members serve staggered three-year terms. Members serve without compensation.

ANALYSIS

The current membership of the Rural Forest Commission includes the following, including the interest they represent.

	Name
	Council District
	Skill/Affiliation
	Term
Expires

	Grady Steere
	9
	Forest landowner >500 acres 
	9/30/20

	Liway Hsi*
	3
	Forest landowner 40-500 acres with significant income from forestry
	9/30/18

	Nate Veranth
	3
	Forest Land Owner >40 acres in Forest Land Designation program
	9/30/18

	Wendy Howard
	7
	Forest Land Owner >40 acres in Forest Land Designation Program
	9/30/18

	Daryl Harper
	9
	Forest landowner > 20 Acres
	9/30/19

	Bernie McKinney
	9
	Non-timber forest interest (environment), forest landowner <20 acres
	9/30/19

	Laurie Benson*
	2
	WA DNR representative
	9/30/19

	Steven Mullen Moses*
	3
	Affected Indian Tribe
	9/30/18

	Andy Chittick
	3
	User of local forest products (sawmill); forest land owner <20 acres
	9/30/18

	Amy LaBarge*
	3
	Professional forester
	9/30/19

	Rex Thompson
	3
	Professional forester
	9/30/18

	Monica Paulson Priebe
	7
	Academic forester
	9/30/19

	Richard Ryon
	3
	Rural Cities
	9/30/18


* Not confirmed by Council


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2017-0262
2. Transmittal Letter
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