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SUBJECT

A briefing on the Medical Examiner Office’s review of homeless death investigations in King County from 2012 through 2017 (2018-B0062) and a briefing on the health of the homeless population (2018-B0063).

SUMMARY

From 2012 to 2017, the Point-In-Time (PIT) count of homeless individuals in King County increased 30 percent (from 8,830 to 11,643).[footnoteRef:1]  In 2017, of the 11,643 homeless individuals, almost half (5,485) were unsheltered and the remainder were in emergency shelters or transitional housing.[footnoteRef:2]  According to the King County Medical Examiner’s Office (MEO), the number of deaths of presumed homeless individuals investigated by the MEO from 2012 through 2017 increased 117 percent (from 78 to 169).[footnoteRef:3]   [1:  Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness One Night Count Reports and Analysis from 2006 to 2016. http://www.homelessinfo.org/resources/publications.php. Accessed March 30, 2018.]  [2:  Seattle/King County Point-In-Time Count of Persons Experiencing Homelessness – 2017. AllHome.]  [3:  Description of Homeless Deaths Investigated by the King County Medical Examiner Office (MEO), 2012-2017. Public Health Seattle & King County. January 2018.] 


Unrelatedly, in February 2018, Public Health Seattle & King County announced outbreaks of several infectious diseases, particularly for individuals living homeless in King County. For example, since December 2017, 8 cases of shigellosis[footnoteRef:4] were reported in individuals living homeless in King County, compared to an average of 3 cases per year over the past five years. [4:  Shigella is a highly contagious diarrheal illness.] 


For today’s briefings, the Chief Medical Examiner will provide the Committee a review of homeless death investigations in King County over the last five years and the Health Officer will provide an update on the recent infectious disease outbreaks in the homeless population.



BACKGROUND 

Healthcare for the Homeless Network (HCHN) In King County, the Healthcare for the Homeless Network (HCHN) provides high-quality, low-barrier health care services to individuals and families experiencing homelessness.  The HCHN is a community project of Public Health – Seattle & King County. Through a combination of direct and subcontracted services, individuals who are homeless can access care at shelters and other homeless programs, community health centers, and public health clinics.

HCHN is primarily funded by local funds, patient generated revenue via Medicaid, and a federal grant administered by Health Services and Resources Administration (HRSA), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The King County Board of Health is the formal governance board for the HCHN.  In 2016, the annual budget was approximately $24.5 million and HCHN providers engaged 20,443 individuals and completed over 107,000 patient visits, the network’s highest reported numbers in over five years.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Healthcare for the Homeless Network Annual Report – 2016.] 


One Table  On January 2018, the executive, Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan, and Auburn Mayor Nancy Backus announced the membership of One Table, a high-level work group to develop community action steps to confront the root causes of homelessness. The inaugural meeting was held on January 22, 2018 where one of the primary discussion topics included incidence of behavioral health amongst homeless populations.[footnoteRef:6]  The group’s second meeting is scheduled to take place this Wednesday, April 4, 2018. [6:  ONE TABLE – Addressing root causes of homelessness PowerPoint presentation. January 22, 2018. https://www.kingcounty.gov/~/media/depts/community-human-services/housing/documents/one-table/One_Table_PPT. Accessed March 30, 2018.] 


Recent Council and Board of Health Actions on Hygiene Facilities  For the 2017 2nd Omnibus Ordinance, the council appropriated $400,000 to implement strategies to maintain cleanliness and security of the immediate vicinity of the King County Courthouse building and required the executive to transmit a report providing recommendations for implementation of hygiene facilities in partnership with the city of Seattle in order to improve cleanliness on the exterior perimeter of the courthouse.[footnoteRef:7]  The report was transmitted by the executive on March 23, 2018.[footnoteRef:8] [7:  Ordinance 18602 Section 69 ER1 and P2, enacted November 16, 2017.]  [8:  Proposed Motion 2018-0186.] 


At the March 2018 Board of Health meeting, the Board unanimously adopted a resolution supporting efforts for sanitation and hygiene infrastructure for homeless and unsheltered populations.[footnoteRef:9]  At the same meeting, the Board also received a briefing from the City of Seattle’s Human Services Department and the Public Health – Seattle & King County on the recent accomplishments by both departments on addressing hygiene for the homeless population and next steps on tackling homelessness and health in King County.[footnoteRef:10] [9:  Resolution 18-06, adopted on March 15, 2018.]  [10:  BOH Briefing 18-B07, approved on March 18, 2018.] 




INVITED

· Richard Harruff, MD, PhD, Chief Medical Examiner, Medical Examiner’s Office, Public Health – Seattle & King County
· Jeffrey Duchin, MD, Health Officer, Public Health – Seattle & King County
· Dennis Worsham, Division Director, Prevention Division, Public Health – Seattle & King County

ATTACHMENTS

1. Description of Homeless Deaths Investigated by the King County Medical Examiner Office (MEO), 2012-2017
2. Public Health Insider: Q&A with Dr. Jeff Duchin: Communicable disease outbreaks show homeless at increased risk, February 28, 2018
3. Shigella – Fact Sheet
4. Group A Strep: Health Warning for Homeless Service Providers – Fact Sheet
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Health Care for the Homeless Network Annual Report – 2016
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