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SUBJECT:

Ordinance relating to the impoundment of junk vehicles by the King County Sheriff.

COMMITTEE ACTION:

On February 5, 2002, the Growth Management and Unincorporated Areas Committee passed the proposed ordinance without recommendation and made no amendments.  
BACKGROUND:

Proposed Ordinance 2001-0597 stems from public concerns about the effect (and the recent alarming increase) of junk vehicles abandoned on private and public property. These abandoned vehicles are often the remnants of stolen vehicles that have been stripped.  Many people believe that abandonment of junk vehicles creates health and safety issues and detract from the quality of life in the county. The ordinance addresses the problem as a trespass (i.e. law enforcement) matter subject to police impoundment.

NOTE: County codes, as well as state statutes (see Attachment 1), currently allow for the removal of abandoned vehicles.  However, these procedures generally require that notice to registered owners be given prior to impoundment (unless there is immediate risk to the public) and do not allow impoundment from private property until a 15-day period has elapsed.  On private property in particular, the codes and statutes places a great burden upon the property owners by requiring them to:

· ascertain vehicle ownership, 

· send notice of possible impoundment to the vehicle owner, 

· contract with tow companies without any certainty as to restitution by vehicle owners, and

· file paperwork regarding sale of any unclaimed vehicle.

The proposed changes will enable citizens and law enforcement to remove these vehicles from public right-of-way and from private property in a more timely manner and shift the burden of addressing the problem from private property owners and the public.  

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2001-0597:

Proposed Ordinance 2001-0597 makes amendments to KCC Chapter 46.08 (Attachment 2). This chapter of the county code regulates how and under what circumstances the King County Sheriff may impound a motor vehicle.

Section 2 of the proposed ordinance would make a junk vehicle subject to impoundment by police.  The ordinance also provides six criteria for determining when a motor vehicle is considered a junk vehicle.  At least three of the six criteria must apply before impoundment is permitted.  The proposed criteria are as follows:

1. The vehicle on private property without the permission of the property owner,

2. The vehicle on a public street or alley or on public property for longer than 24 hours,

3. The vehicle is extensively damaged,

4. The vehicle is apparently inoperable,

5. The vehicle has a fair market value of $500 or less, and

The vehicle is without a valid registration or vehicle license.

NOTE:  The code (KCC 46.08.040) currently allows immediate impoundments by an officer under the following circumstances:

· The vehicle is impeding or is likely to impede the normal flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic,

· The vehicle is illegally parked in a conspicuously posted restricted zone,

· The vehicle poses an immediate danger to the public safety,

· There is sufficient evidence that the vehicle is stolen,

· There is sufficient reason to believe that the vehicle constitutes or contains evidence of a crime, 

· An unattended vehicle is found at the scene of an accident or a driver of a vehicle involved in an accident is incapable of taking steps to protect their property,

· A driver is taken into custody and the driver is incapable of taking steps to protect their property;

· A vehicle without a special license plate, card, or decal  required under RCW 46.16.381 is parked in a clearly and conspicuously marked stall or space for disabled drivers, 

ATTACHMENTS:


1. KCC 23.10 and RCW 46.55.230 – removal, disposal and sale of junk vehicles

2. KCC 46.08 – Impoundment of vehicles
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