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COMMITTEE ACTION

	
Proposed Substitute Motion 2025-0366.2 passed out of committee on April 7, 2026, with a “Do Pass” recommendation. The Proposed Motion was amended in committee with Amendment 1, and corresponding Title Amendment T1, to provide clarity that the 2025 Plan updates and replaces the 2015 Plan adopted by Motion 14378 by rescinding Motion 14378 and its attachment.




SUBJECT

A Motion to adopt the 2025 King County Youth Action Plan.

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2025-0366 would adopt the 2025 King County Youth Action Plan, responsive to calls from the King County Children and Youth Advisory Board to update the original Plan enacted in 2015 via Motion 14378. 

The transmitted 2025 Youth Action Plan reflects updates on progress since the adoption of the 2015 Plan, including County subsequent investments in youth through initiatives like Best Starts for Kids and adoption of the King County Youth Bill of Rights in 2025 (Motion 16722). The transmitted plan additionally identifies new (sub) recommendations to existing recommendation areas to address gaps and recent or emerging community priorities, as well includes a new recommendation area to reflect the role of community-based organizations in the provision of youth services in King County.

BACKGROUND 

2015 Youth Action Plan. In January 2014, Council passed Ordinance 17738 establishing a task force to develop a Youth Action Plan, which would set the County’s priorities for serving young people (ages 0-24). A Youth Action Plan was created with input from the community (including a youth survey) and subsequently adopted by the Council in June 2015 (Motion 14378). 

Three fundamental principles identified by the task force guided the Plan’s creation:

1. The well-being of children and families and youth and young adults should not be predicted by their race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, ability, geography, income, or immigration status;
2. Youth policy development, services, and programming should intentionally include diverse youth/youth voices in authentic and meaningful ways; and
3. Policy development, services, and programming should intentionally incorporate voices of the people impacted by the policies and services in authentic and meaningful ways.

Plan Recommendations. The 2015 Youth Action Plan prescribes nine recommendation areas (each containing strategies and sub recommendations) to provide a policy framework for guiding County investments in youth and families moving forward:

1. Social Justice and Equity;
2. Strengthen and Stabilize Families, Children, Youth and Young Adults;
3. Stop the School-to-Prison Pipeline;
4. Bust Silos/We’re Better Together;
5. Get Smart About Data;
6. Invest Early, Invest Often, and Invest in Outcomes;
7. Accountability;
8. Youth Bill of Rights; and
9. Evaluation and Reporting/Process and Implementation Timeline.

Children and Youth Advisory Board (CYAB). Included within Recommendation area 7 of the 2015 Youth Action Plan was a sub recommendation to create an advisory body to assist the Executive and the Council in considering policies and investments for children, families, youth, and young adults. Effectuating this recommendation, the King County Children and Youth Advisory Board (CYAB) was established by ordinance in January 2016 (Ordinance 18217). 

The duties of the CYAB are to make recommendations to the Executive and to the Council regarding children and youth services, consistent with the recommendations in the Youth Action Plan, and to provide oversight and advice for the Best Starts for Kids children and youth strategies. The Board is authorized to establish standing and ad hoc work groups focusing on specific components of children and youth services and BSK strategies. The Board may have up to 40 members, at least five of whom must be youth aged 24 or under.

King County Youth Bill of Rights. Recommendation 8 of the 2015 Youth Action Plan called for the creation of a King County Youth Bill of Rights, which was effectuated in 2025 via Motion 16722. The Youth Bill of Rights includes ten articles: 

1. Basic Needs and Wellbeing – Asserting that every young individual has the right to the fulfillment of basic human needs;
2. Health – Declaring the care of young peoples’ mental, emotional, and physical health as a fundamental human right;
3. Education and Learning – Upholding education as a pathway to progress, economic stability, and development;
4. Equity and Social Justice – Expressing equity and social justice as essential for a better world and to create a brighter future for all;
5. Safety and Security – Asserting that all young people should feel safe and protected at home, at school, and in their communities;
6. Community and Belonging – Championing the importance of a sense of community and belonging, and creating nurturing spaces for connection, contribution, and collaboration;
7. Environment – Recognizing the urgent need to protect the planet for future generations;
8. Transportation – Maintaining that public and private transportation is necessary for young people to attend school, build community, and explore the world around them;
9. Youth Voice – Upholding the right of youth to actively participate in civic life and contribute to decision-making processes that shape their future and present communities; and
10. Sports and Recreation – Acknowledging the role recreation and sports play in the development of young people, having a positive impact on individual growth, community growth, and self-esteem.

The Youth Bill of Rights also includes recommendations for the County to acknowledge the document as a formal guide when considering policies and budget decisions that impact children and youth, with an aim to review and update the document at five-year intervals, and to establish plans for creation of a King County Youth Commission.

ANALYSIS

In 2023, the Children and Youth Advisory Board called upon the County to update the 2015 Youth Action Plan. An update process occurred between mid-2023 and 2025, producing the updated plan transmitted to the Council for its consideration (Proposed Motion 2025-0366).

The transmitted 2025 Youth Action Plan reflects community changes (e.g., community impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic) and progress on recommendation areas since adoption of the 2015 plan, including County subsequent investments in youth through initiatives like Best Starts for Kids and adoption of the King County Youth Bill of Rights in 2025 (Motion 16722). The transmitted plan provides an updated framework to set direction for the County’s policy development, services, and programming for young people (ages 0-24).

The transmitted plan additionally includes an updated snapshot (Appendix A) on the well-being of children and youth in King County, which points to relative stability and modest improvement in some areas, ongoing concerns or declines in other areas, and persistence of disparities in outcomes based on race, gender, housing status, and place/location. 

Comparison of the 2015 and 2025 Youth Action Plans. The following subsections provide a summary of proposed changes for the 2025 Youth Action Plan.

Fundamental Principles - Proposed Changes. The transmitted 2025 plan consolidates fundamental principles 2 and 3 from the 2015 plan (refer to background section of this staff report) and adds a new fundamental principle (strive for optimal well-being, healing, and joy) aimed at sustaining aspirational policy goals.

Recommendation Areas - Proposed Changes. In sum, the 2025 plan explains that the changes proposed make updates to reflect current practice and investments implemented since the adoption of the 2015 plan and introduce new (sub) recommendations to address gaps and recent or emerging community priorities, such as: 
· improving equitable and affordable access to childcare and digital technology;
· ensuring workforce development as part of upstream efforts; 
· establishing a King County Youth Commission;
· developing an integrated referral system and resource database network; and
· continuing a focus on gun violence prevention and community-based alternatives to secure youth detention. 

Additionally, a new recommendation area is proposed to reflect the role of community-based organizations in the provision of youth services in King County.

Table 1 provides a high-level summary of changes proposed for the 2025 Youth Action Plan recommendation areas. An in-dept summary of proposed changes is provided in Appendix E of the transmitted plan.

Table 1. Proposed Recommendation Area Changes for 2025 Youth Action Plan
	2015 Plan Recommendation Area
	2025 Plan
Recommendation Area
	Summary of Proposed Changes

	1. Social Justice and Equity
	1. Lead with Equity, Racial, and Social Justice
	Updates language consistent with current County practice and in alignment with Office of Equity and Racial and Social Justice and forthcoming ERSJ Strategic Plan

	2. Strengthen and Stabilize Families, Children, Youth and Young Adults
	2. Strengthen and Stabilize Families, Children, Youth and Young Adults
	Updates language relating to basic needs to explicitly call for a focus on food and life essentials (e.g., affordable childcare), housing stability, livable wage jobs, transportation, and digital equity.

	3. Stop the School-to-Prison Pipeline
	3. Stop the School-to-Prison Pipeline
	Updates language consistent with current County practice.

	4. Bust Siloes/We’re Better Together
	4. Strengthen Cross Sector Collaboration and Collective Impact
	Updates language consistent with County progress/practice and draw attention to the need for continued strengthening of cross-sector collaboration

	5. Get Smart About Data
	5. Be Data Informed and Data Inclusive
	Updates language reflecting County progress/practice, ongoing need to use data to inform decisions, and underscore the importance of including community and young people's experiences.

	6. Invest Early, Invest Often, Invest in Outcomes
	6. Invest Early, Invest
Often, Invest in Community-Informed Outcomes
	Language updates to underscore the importance of community partnership in identifying outcomes.

	7. Accountability
	7. Implementation, Accountability and Evaluation
	Consolidates recommendation areas 7 and 9 to reduce redundancy and provide clarity in light of action progress since adoption of the 2015 plan (e.g., CYAB establishment). Calls for review of the plan every 5 years. Calls for planning to establish a King County Youth Commission.

	9. Evaluation and Reporting/Process and Implementation Timeline
	
	

	8. Youth Bill of Rights
	8. Youth Bill of Rights
	Language updates to reflect adoption of Youth Bill of Rights.

	
	9. Strengthen the Community Based Organization Ecosystem
	New recommendation area to reflect the role of CBO's in providing services and programs to young people in King County.



AMENDMENTS

Amendment 1, and its corresponding Title Amendment T1, would clarify that the 2025 Youth Action Plan would update and replace the 2015 Plan adopted by Motion 14378 by rescinding Motion 14378 and its attachment.
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