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SUBJECT

King County Search and Rescue Association Briefing.

SUMMARY

Under state statute, the King County Sheriff’s Office is responsible for serach and rescue operations in the county.  In order to meet these responsibilities, the sheriff’s office works with the King County Search and Rescue Association to perform these important functions.  The association is an umbrella organization with over 500 volunteers who respond to natural disasters, lost individuals, and crime scenes to offer many hours of volunteer hours and specialized services.  Representatives of the association are here to brief the committee today on the variety and scope of services these volunteers provide. 

BACKGROUND 
The King County Sheriff's Office is responsible for search and rescue activities in the unincorporated areas of King County as well as contract cities under the mandates of R.C.W. 38.52. Each year, volunteer groups along with Sheriff's Office Search & Rescue personnel respond to numerous incidents involving lost or injured hikers, hunters and children. These search and rescue volunteers also assist in times of natural disasters like flooding, windstorms and earthquakes.
The county’s search and rescue volunteers have organized as part of the King County Search and Rescue Association (KCSARA) which is an umbrella organization currently made up of eight member units, comprising more than 500 active members who volunteer a considerable amount of time, personal equipment, and knowledge, to help those in need.  The association has the following Member Units: 
1. King County 4x4 Search and Rescue
2. King County Explorer Search and Rescue
3. King County Incident Support Team
4. King County Search Dogs
5. Northwest Horseback Search and Rescue
6. Pacific Northwest Trackers
7. Seattle Mountain Rescue
8. Ski Patrol Rescue Team

The association reports that, each year, its members respond to more than 100 missions ranging from searching for missing children and adults in urban areas throughout King County, rescuing lost and injured recreationists in the county’s forests and wilderness, and locating critical evidence at crime scenes for local law enforcement.  The association reports that in 2014 it deployed over 400 volunteers for 134 missions and 18,867 mission hours.
The Washington Administrative Code defines the training requirements for search and rescue volunteers and the King County Sheriff’s Office is responsible for implementing a training program for search and rescue volunteers. However, the association has been delegated the work of creating a training program, approved by the sheriff’s office.  In addition, the Washington State SAR Coordinators Association (WSSARCA) delegated to the SAR Volunteer Advisory Council (SARVAC) to identify and characterize basic SAR volunteer training requirements. The current requirements were ratified by WSSARCA in 2011, targeted for complete implementation by January 1st, 2015. The association has been tasked to create program activities which satisfy the search and rescue volunteer requirements as defined by SARVAC and approved by the sheriff’s office.
According to the association, approved unit training, many third-party offerings, and even some mission time, satisfy most of the volunteer training requirements. Additionally, once or twice a year, the association holds an academy which offers entry level classes and refreshers for the required courses, in addition to some educational electives.  The association reports that, in 2014, it provided 52,082 training hours to its volunteers.
King County Search And Rescue Association is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. Donations to the association are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
ATTACHED:  

1. PowerPoint Presentation, “Search and Rescue Volunteers and King County: A Long Term Partnership.”

INVITED:

· Glenn Wallace, President, King County Search and Rescue Associtaion
· Mike Morelli, Vice President, King County Search and Rescue Associtaion
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