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SUBJECT: A MOTION confirming the executive’s appointment of Rob Spitzer to the King County library system board of trustees.

BACKGROUND: The King County library system is the second busiest circulation library in the United States serving about 1.8 million King County residents.  Over 19 million library items were circulated in 2007.  Funding for the system is provided from property tax of unincorporated areas of the county and through contracts with cities and towns for the provision of library services.  

The library system is governed by the board of trustees in accordance with state law (RCW 27.12).  The board hires and holds accountable the library system’s director.  The board is also responsible for the library system’s annual and long-term budget.  There are five members of the board, appointed for five-year terms, with no trustee serving more than two consecutive terms.  Trustees are appointed by the executive and confirmed by the Council.  This is consistent with state law regarding appointment of library trustees (RCW 27.12.190).  Board members are selected to seek geographic representation for the various areas served, although there is no specific requirement to do so.

SUMMARY:  The executive has forwarded for Council consideration and approval the appointment of Rob Spitzer, who resides in council district six, to the King County Library System Board of Trustees.  Mr. Spitzer is an owner of Garvey Schubert Barer Law Firm.  He obtained his Juris Doctor Degree from Columbia University of Law and a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Stanford University.
Members of an ad hoc committee of the King County Library System had an opportunity to meet with Mr. Spitzer and were impressed with Mr. Spitzer’s knowledge, background, and commitment of the KCLS.   The committee expressed their full support of Mr. Spitzer’s appointment and confirmation. If confirmed by the Council, Mr. Spitzer would serve a five-year term expiring June 1, 2011.                   

ATTENDING:

Rob Spitzer, appointee to the King County Library System Board of Trustees

Bill Ptacek, Director, King County Library System

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Motion 2008-0103 with attachments
2. Executive’s Transmittal Letter, dated February 11, 2008
