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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  7
       DATE: March 6, 2003

BRIEFING: 2003-B0035
       PREPARED BY: Doug Stevenson
SUBJECT:  King County Women’s Advisory Board Report on Women in Jail
SUMMARY:   In 2001 the King County Women’s Advisory Board commissioned a study of the needs of women who are incarcerated in the county’s detention facilities.  Given the emphasis over the past year on improving practices and containing costs in the justice system, it seems particularly appropriate to take a closer look at that segment of the detention population that is growing the most.  
The board’s study found that although women make up only about 12 percent of the county’s detention population, the population of women grew at a 10% per year rate over the past decade while the male population grew at only 4% per year.  

Two members of the Women’s Board and staff are here today to present the study’s findings and the recommendations of the board.  The board was struck by the depth and complexity of needs of most of the women in this population and the lack of systematic efforts to recognize their needs and help them avoid repeated trouble with the law.  
The Women’s Board representatives presenting today are: 

Robin Boehler, Chair of the King County Women’s Advisory Board.  Ms. Boehler is an at-large appointee of Executive Sims and lives on Mercer Island.  She is a consultant in the law enforcement field and has been on the board since 1998.
Erin Karp, Vice-Chair of the King County Women’s Advisory Board.  Ms. Karp was appointed to the board in 2001 by Councilmember Phillips.  She is an attorney and a resident of Council District 4.  

Carole Antoncich, Women’s Program Coordinator.  

ATTACHMENTS:
· “An Analysis of Services for Women in the King county Adult Detention System” by Laura Culberg, MSW for the King County Women’s Advisory Board
· King County Women’s Advisory Board Recommendations Regarding Women in the King county Adult Detention System
