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August 19, 2008
The Honorable Julia Patterson
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E 

Dear Councilmember Patterson:

Enclosed for the County Council’s review and approval is a supplemental appropriation for the Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD) of $1,122,750.  The requested expenditures are fully supported by various grants.  These grants have been approved by the grantor agencies and are contingent on 2008 appropriation authority.  Of this appropriation, $592,995 will go to Water and Land Resources Shared Services, $424,755, to Surface Water Management Local Drainage Services, and $105,000 to Noxious Weeds.    
Water and Land Resources Shared Services - $592,995:
Shoreline Master Plan - $60,000 
This Washington Department of Ecology (DOE) grant will pay for the completion of the Final Draft King County Shoreline Master Plan Update.  WLRD anticipates that all draft report work will be completed and a final draft will be submitted to Ecology along with the grant close out paperwork in July 2008.  WRLD anticipates transmitting the SMP to council for review and action in late 2008.  This is the last phase and closeout of the DOE grant.
Watershed Resource Inventory Areas (WRIA) 9 Lead Entity Operational Grant Amendments - $88,795

This grant from the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (WDFW) Lead Entity Program will help defray WRIA 9 operating costs.  The additional funding from the WDFW will cover annual access to Habitat Work Schedule, which is a required WDFW database; provide additional support for project implementation; and update the estimated agreement amount to equal the amount per our contract with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  
Salmon Habitat Plan - $29,000

This grant from the Washington DOE supports salmon habitat recovery work in the 
Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed (WRIA 9) by coordinating water system and salmon habitat recovery plans; improving integration of policies on water quality and quantity; identifying watershed actions contributing to the National Estuary Program objectives; and promoting low impact development by organizing a tour of LID sites for local government staff.

WRIA 8 Chinook Salmon Conservation Plan - $18,000

WRIA 8 is receiving an $18,000 grant from the Environmental Protection Agency, administered through the Washington Department of Ecology, to analyze the overlap between the WRIA 8 Chinook Plan recommendations and other regional planning efforts including National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit compliance.

WRIA 8 Lead Entity Operational Grant Amendments - $68,200

This grant from the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Lead Entity Program will help defray WRIA 8 operation costs.  There are two parts: the first part provides annual access to the Habitat Work Schedule database and additional funds for data input.  The second part provides additional funding support for capacity building and project implementation.
Storming Puget Sound – Public Outreach - $250,000

A regional consortium of Puget Sound jurisdictions, funded by a grant from the Washington DOE, will develop and test the effectiveness of media campaign and social marketing tools designed to change behaviors that directly affect pollution.  The target audience is the collective citizenry of the Puget Sound region.  The Regional Water Quality Committee received a briefing on this program July 30th.
Earthcorps - $10,000

King County Washington State University Extension has a contract with Earthcorps for services in 2008 that totals $70,000.  The 2008 adopted budget appropriation is $60,000.  This request will increase the budget by $10,000 using Title III funds.

King Conservation District (KCD) Match to WLRD Small Grants - $69,000

KCD issued a grant to provide a match to WLRD small grants and the Radical Salmon Partnership.  Council appropriated the grant in the amount of $130,000 in the 4th quarter of 2007.  WLRD expended $61,000 at year-end.  This re-appropriation will allow WLRD to provide the remaining $69,000 of match in 2008.

Surface Water Management - $424,755:
Stormwater Services Local Source Control - $31,755
The grant from the Washington DOE will provide funding for a source control specialist to provide technical assistance to small businesses.

Juanita Creek Basin Retrofitting - $308,000

WLRD has received a Washington DOE grant to identify retrofit projects across the highly urbanized Juanita Creek basin aimed at bringing the creek into compliance with water quality standards through increased stormwater control where little or none exists now.  The information gathered in this project will be used to secure project funding and provide guidance for retrofitting of other urbanized basins.

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Storm Reimbursement - $85,000

This grant is provided by FEMA for reimbursement related to storm events in late 2007.  This funding will restore Emergency Storm Water funds needed to complete deferred stormwater services. 

Noxious Weeds - $105,000:
Forest Service Grant - $10,000
The Noxious Weeds program has received funding from the U.S. Forest Service for a project aimed at the control of invasive knotweed in the Green River and Middle Fork Snoqualmie River systems.

South Fork / Snoqualmie Knotweed Control - $25,000

The Noxious Weeds program has received funding from KCD for a project aimed at the control of invasive knotweed in the South Fork of the Snoqualmie River.  

Invasive Garlic Mustard Control - $10,000

The Noxious Weeds program has received funding from the Washington Department of Agriculture (DOA) for a project aimed at the control of invasive garlic mustard in King County.
Invasive Goatsrue Control - $5,000

The Noxious Weeds program has received funding from the Washington DOA for a project aimed at the control of invasive goatsrue in King County.
Invasive Knotweed in Middle and South Forks / Snoqualmie - $35,000 
The Noxious Weeds program has received funding from the Washington DOA for a project aimed at the control of invasive knotweed in the Middle Fork and South Fork of the Snoqualmie River system.

Invasive Knotweed in South Fork / Skykomish - $20,000

The Noxious Weeds program has received funding from the Washington DOA for a project aimed at the control of invasive knotweed in the South Fork of the Skykomish River system.

If you have any questions regarding this transmittal please contact Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget, at 206-296-3434.
Thank you for your consideration.  I certify that funds are available.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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