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July 20, 2005

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200 

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Enclosed for your consideration is a proposed ordinance authorizing the King County Executive, under threat of condemnation, to execute a Possession and Use Agreement with the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), and upon payment of just compensation, to convey certain property interests to WSDOT for the widening of State Route 9 in Snohomish County.

Ordinance 14699 was passed in 2003, authorizing the Wastewater Treatment Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks to acquire property for the Brightwater treatment plant at the State Route 9 site.  King County has acquired all but three of the properties needed for the plant.  In the meantime, WSDOT has been acquiring the property interests it requires for the widening of State Route 9 from State Route 522 to Clearview.  The WSDOT requires small portions of several of the King County Brightwater properties in order to perform the widening project.

Timely completion of the State Route 9 widening project will benefit the Brightwater project by increasing traffic capacity in the region.  The WSDOT appraised and offered $99,500 to King County for these property interests.  King County does not want to delay the State Route 9 widening project but desires to continue to negotiate the amount of compensation to be paid by WSDOT for these property interests. 

If necessary, WSDOT is prepared to acquire the county’s property interests needed for the State Route 9 widening project through eminent domain.  The acquisition of these property interests by WSDOT will not impact the county’s ability to construct or operate the Brightwater treatment plant at the State Route 9 site.  
If you have any questions regarding this ordinance, please feel free to contact Christie True, Manager of the Major Capital Improvements Program in the Wastewater Treatment Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-684-1236.

I recommend the Council approve this ordinance.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers

ATTN:  Scott White, Chief of Staff




 Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




 Rebecha Cusack, Lead Staff, BFM Committee

 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Budget and Management


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)


Don Theiler, Division Director, Wastewater Treatment Division, DNRP

Christie True, Manager Major Capital Improvements Program, WTD, DNRP

