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July 8, 2003

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200 

C O U R T H O US E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

I am pleased to transmit to you a proposed motion authorizing the County to enter into an Interlocal Agreement for Joint Participation in Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness Programs Between and Among King County, Pierce County and Snohomish County.  This interlocal agreement establishes a legal framework for King, Pierce and Snohomish counties to jointly participate in homeland security and emergency management “all hazards” planning and programs on a regional basis.  

The agreements highlights include:

· Joint risk assessment and planning.

· Planning and conducting join exercises.

· Development of interoperable communication systems or plans.

· Promoting the sharing of intelligence information.

· Forging working partnerships with private sector and nonprofit agencies.

The tri-county area of King, Pierce and Snohomish make-up 52% of the state’s population, many of which are employed by large corporations that have a footprint in all three counties.  The three counties are not only an economic engine for the state, but also are home to several military bases.  

The emergency management programs from all three counties have good relationships, and this interlocal agreement will tangibly solidify our continuing need for strong homeland security and emergency preparedness efforts in a collaborative forum.  Additionally, with the national emphasis on regional approaches to homeland security, this agreement may provide our region a competitive edge when funds are designated.  

Both Pierce and Snohomish counties are moving this agreement through their appropriate approval and signatory processes.

Office of Emergency Management staff are available to answer questions and provide briefings if this is desired.  Thank you for your continued support as we prepare the region to respond effectively to disasters.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  David deCourcy, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Rebecha Cusack, Lead Staff, BFM Committee




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget

Paul Tanaka, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive Services (DES)


Eric Holdeman, Director, Office of Emergency Management, DES 

